
Cycling City Zwolle
Investing in Cycling since the ‘70's





What are our countries known for...

• Mercedes
• BMW
• Audi
• Volkswagen
• Opel
• Porsche

• Gazelle
• Batavus
• Sparta
• KOGA
• Cortina
• Union



How did the Netherlands become a bicycle
country?

• +22 million bicycles on 17 
million inhabitants

• +35.000 kilometer bicycle paths
(the first one in 1885)

• 13,3 billion kilometers a year in 
distance (survey in 2003)

• 3805 bike stores on 2501 cities
and villages



Zwolle
132.000 Inhabitants
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Zwolle has highest bicycle-usage in the Netherlands

Source: Institute for Mobility / KIM



Our secret: longtime investment in spatial
planning and bicycle infrastucture



Car
Bicycle tunnel

Bicycle

Spatial planning: Zwolle-South



Traffic policies AND bicycle policies



An innovative
and vital City

A safe and barrier-
free City

A hospitable and 
accessible city



STO(M)P-Method

M

1. Pedestrians

2. Bicycle-riders

3. Public transport

4. Mobility as a service

5. Private Cars



Infrastructure – bicycle streets



Infrastructure – bicycle tunnels



Infrastructure- bicycle bridges



(bicycle-)Innovation – physical solutions



(Bicycle-)Innovation - technology



Now- the city centre becomes a bicycle
and pedestrian zone
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Current situation



New situation



Now- Bicycle parkings





28 kijk

Vielen Dank für Ihre Zeit / 
Thank you for your time.


