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Preface
Dear readers,
when more than 40 countries signed the Katowice Partnership for E-Mobility at the 24th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 24) in Katowice in 2018, it set a
milestone for a global approach for the electrification of
mobility and the decarbonisation of the transport sector.
For Poland and Germany, as the sixth-largest and largest
passenger car markets in Europe by sales, it was yet
another confirmation of a lived reality. Dedicated friendship and strong long lasting economic cooperation are
characteristic for the relationship of both countries and
the motto of the framework, Driving Change Together,
reflects their joint ambition for the electrification of the
transport sector.
In this very sense, both countries set out to expanding
their cooperation in the field of electromobility through
the Int-E-Grid project, funded under the European
Climate Initiative, to building a comprehensive Polish-
German Platform on Electromobility, explore and share
experiences and to develop policy recommendations for
both local and national authorities. A cooperation which
makes a lot of sense and can built on a lot of trust and
friendship, essential to fulfil the ambition of the Katowice
Partnership. And a cooperation which is in line with EU’s
approach to achieving the climate neutrality aimed for in
the European Green Deal by 2050.
Only in July 2021, the European Commission published the long-awaited so-called Fit-for-55 package
of legislative proposals on climate policy – referring to
the target of a 55 percent reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions in the EU by 2030 compared to the base year
1990. This target value of 55% is a core element of the
EU’s strategy of becoming climate neutral by 2050, and
is now stipulated in the EU Climate Protection Act. The
goal is significantly more ambitious than the previously
applicable value of 40% and increases the urgency for
transformation towards zero-emission mobility.

The effectiveness of this effort depends above all on the
ability to put together a coherent overall package from
the many different instruments and measures - at European and national levels as well as enable the mobility
shift where population density is highest – in the cities.
Decarbonizing road transport, mainly through the electrification of the urban vehicle fleet including individual and public transport is already part of the national
and local strategies to reduce air pollution and mitigate
climate change. Yet urban mobility cannot be reshaped
without continuous collaboration and exchange on best
practices, good solutions and feasible approaches across
borders, especially within the European Union.
Therefore, this study investigates the status quo of policies, influencing and framing the electrification of urban
mobility and provides recommendations for municipalities in Poland and Germany on how to effectively
support the electrification of urban mobility. It thus
supports the discussions of the Polish-German Platform
on Electromobility, where both countries jointly work
toward their shared ambition of Driving the necessary
Change together.
Charge, Set, Go!
Dr. Joanna Maćkowiak-Pandera
CEO Forum Energii
Marcin Korolec
President Electric Vehicles Promotion Foundation (FPPE)
Christian Hochfeld
Executive Director Agora Verkehrswende
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Executive summary
Electric vehicles have shown an upward trend in Germany and Poland in recent years. Registration rates
among electric passenger cars reached their highest
levels in both countries in 2020. This development has
been supported by a mix of policies at the local, national,
and European Union levels. Despite this growth, combustion engine vehicles make up the majority of new sales in
both countries. Efforts by policy makers seek to further
decarbonise the transportation sector by promoting
continued electrification in order to reach established
climate change goals.
This study provides information on the status of vehicle
electrification in Germany and Poland with a specific
focus on urban regions up to 2020. This includes examination of electric vehicle uptake, charging infrastructure
deployment, model availability, and cost assessments as
well as key policies at the European, national, and local
levels affecting electric vehicle uptake in both countries.
It provides key recommendations on how to further spur
the electric vehicle market, particularly in urban settings
in both countries, as a key measure to decarbonize transport. Based on the analysis, the following findings can be
highlighted:
• The electric vehicle market is developing in Germany and Poland with variations existing amongst
regions and user groups. Although combustion engine
vehicles are still the dominant vehicle type amongst
cars, vans, and buses, the analysis shows that new
registrations of electric vehicles, particularly amongst
passenger cars in Germany and buses in Poland,
are on the rise. Cities play an important role in the
electrification of vehicle fleets as they typically see
the highest new electric vehicle registration by total
numbers. In 2020, nearly half of all new electric passenger car registrations in Germany came from urban
regions and in Poland the share was even higher with
nearly 60%, The remaining shares could be accounted
to suburban and rural regions. By user groups, the
majority of new electric passenger cars in Poland
were registered by companies in comparison to Germany where the distribution was balanced between
companies and private individuals registering a new
electric car.

• Electric vehicle policy frameworks at the European
Union, national, and local levels play a major role in
electrifying urban vehicle fleets. While local-level
policies are crucial for city-wide electric vehicle uptake, national and European Union (EU) level policies
also play a significant role in setting the relevant
policy frameworks. Particularly tighter carbon dioxide
(CO2) emission targets for new passenger cars from
2020 set by EU regulations have pushed car manufacturers to increase electric vehicle supply in the EU. In
mid-2020, the European Union released the Fit for 55
package which seeks to significantly reduce European
carbon emissions, including the transport sector, by
strengthening CO2 standards or altering minimum tax
rates on fossil fuels. National policies and strategies in
Germany and Poland have also pushed for increased
electrification including purchase and tax incentives,
charging infrastructure deployment, and local level
benefits for drivers of an electric vehicle. In response
to the COVID-19 outbreak in early 2020, both Germany and Poland have introduced recovery packages,
providing additional funding while also benefitting
the electrification of their national vehicle fleets. The
Polish National Recovery Plan is still pending as of
December 2021. City-specific actions in place, include
preferential access to bus lanes, preferential parking
and charging use, establishment of low-emission
zones, or awareness-building campaigns.
• Cost, charging infrastructure deployment, model
availability and awareness are crucial in electric vehicle adoption. The analysis and interviews with local
stakeholders show that costs, charging infrastructure
deployment, model availability, and awareness are the
most important factors impacting electric vehicle uptake in urban regions. While the assessment of vehicle
costs shows that it is mostly purchase incentives which
make selected electric vehicle models cost competitive
or cheaper to comparable petrol and diesel cars, this is
not the case for Poland if looking at one-time purchase
incentives in 2020 and 2021. Public charging infrastructure availability in terms of public charging points
per million inhabitants is higher in Germany than in
Poland in 2020. This is also reflected at the city levels.
However, both Germany and Poland saw fewer than
20 cars per public charging point, putting them ahead
of other European nations in this regard. Additionally,
while Germany sees more available electric vehicle
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models on the market than Poland, a high model choice
remains crucial to both countries to broaden up the
market for a larger consumer group. Lastly, raising
awareness on the benefits of electric vehicles, how they
function, and the current policies that affect them is
important to bridge uncertainties amongst consumers
and increase rates of electrification.

emission zone in 2008 and since 2019 has strengthened it to only allow admission of diesel vehicles with
at least the Euro 5 standard or better. Lastly, Stuttgart
had a special parking license system that since 2012
had allowed free parking at public parking spots for
fully electric vehicles, however, this was replaced by a
federal programme in 2015.

• Leading electric vehicle cities can set an example
for other urban regions looking to increase vehicle
electrification. Berlin, Stuttgart, Warsaw, and Krakow
are among the leading electric vehicle cities in their
respective countries by new electric passenger car
registrations in 2020, accounting for 17%, 13%, 1.9%,
and 2.3% of total new passenger car registrations.
Among these cities, user groups varied in terms of uptake, but companies held the majority in electric vehicle registrations in Warsaw and Krakow, while Berlin
saw the highest private individual shares. Stuttgart,
being a major automobile manufacturing region, had
the highest share amongst short-term rentals, car
manufacturers, and dealerships.

Warsaw, via the Act on Electromobility and Alternative Fuels, allows electric vehicles bus lane access to
over 250 lanes throughout the city. On top of that, the
city offers the Eco-Card programme which allows
electric vehicles to park and charge their cars outside
of operational hours at car parks throughout the city,
with no additional charge. Municipal fleet electrification is an active part of the city’s electrification goals
and the bus operating company MZA, for example, has
recently purchased 130 new electric buses. Warsaw,
like Berlin, is a member of the C40 city initiative and
through this group has also signed pledges, such as
the Green and Healthy Streets Declaration, further
promoting vehicle electrification. Finally, Warsaw will
engage in the 2023 Green Capital of Europe competition which evaluates cities based on 12 indicators
which include sustainable urban mobility, air quality,
and levels of noise pollution.

Specific policies implemented in these cities show
the ability of local actors and governments to increase
electric vehicle rates. For example, Berlin has adopted
a programme targeted at local businesses and taxi
companies purchasing a new vehicle. This includes a
purchase incentive which can be added to the national
grant, financial support for charging infrastructure, and consulting. Additionally, Berlin introduced
specific guidelines to developing the city’s charging
infrastructure grid which involves a user-friendly
approach focusing charge points around major roads
and traffic links. The city implemented a low emission
zone in 2010 that was strengthened in 2019 to ban
diesel models under the Euro 6 standard along certain
routes. Berlin is also a member of the C40 initiative
which enables knowledge sharing as well as signing
declarations such as the Clean Bus Declaration.
Stuttgart allows free parking in the city for drivers of
an electric vehicle since 2012. In addition, the city has
created a special transportation action plan with over
100 measures to increase sustainable transport and
reduce air and noise pollution. One goal of the plan
is to establish over 1,000 public charging points by
the end of 2021. Stuttgart also has established a low
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Krakow actively engages in municipal fleet electrification and in 2010 the city surpassed the goal of
10% of municipal fleets by 2022. Krakow also offers
park and ride systems that allow free charging while
parked. The city employs the Smart City Polska initiative, which helps establish electromobility goals, plans
to enhance the electric car sharing system, and fosters
stakeholder collaboration. The mayor of Krakow also
invited residents to take part in a consultation of the
current electromobility projects in early 2021, encouraging local stakeholder participation. Lastly, like
Warsaw, Krakow is participating in the 2023 Green
Capital of Europe Competition. These examples show
the wide-ranging actions cities can use to promote
electromobility in their regions.
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The study shows the variety of measures that have
been adapted at the EU, national, and local levels to spur
the electric vehicle market. Specifically for cities, the
following key recommendations can be made to further
enhance electric vehicle uptake:
• Tackling misinformation and uncertainty around
electric vehicles requires continued communication and collaboration efforts with stakeholders and
consumers. According to city experts, misperceptions
exist in regards to electric vehicle range, costs of
purchase and operation, and the policies surrounding
their promotion and implementation. Increasing levels
of electric vehicle usage requires continued efforts to
spread accurate information effectively. Efforts in the
cities of focus including Berlin, Stuttgart, Warsaw, and
Krakow have centered on awareness campaigns, electromobility days, and electric car showcases which all
can successfully provide information on functionality
as well as raising interest in purchases. Information
campaigns can additionally be utilied by online platforms such as city and national government websites to provide a reliable source on electric vehicles.
Furthermore, stakeholder collaboration is an integral
aspect of electromobility as lessons and recommendations can be useful and transposable amongst other
cities and countries.
• Introduction of new measures and strengthening of
current local level policies could further help to spur
the electric vehicle market in German and Polish
cities. These measures include but are not limited to
increased charging and parking benefits, establishment of zero-emission zones, fostering electric adoption among shared fleets and on-demand services,
introduction of local-level electric vehicle subsidies,
and continued municipal fleet electrification.
Some form of parking benefits currently exist in Berlin, Stuttgart, Warsaw and Krakow. Stuttgart provides
free parking for electric vehicles on public streets and
in chargeable spaces, however, Berlin offers this service only when a vehicle is charging. In Polish cities,
battery electric vehicles are exempt from parking fees
in municipal paid parking zones and Krakow offers
free parking for battery electric vehicles, however,
free charging is less common. Offering free parking
and charging options encourages electric vehicle

purchasing by making their usage more convenient
while also reducing costs of operation. Introduction of
zero-emission zones to cities in Germany and Poland
could also help in encouraging electric vehicle use
by allowing only battery electric and fuel cell electric vehicles with zero tailpipe CO2 emissions to pass
through major parts of urban regions. Low-emission
zones currently exist in Berlin and Stuttgart, however, a zero-emission zone has yet to be established
in either city. A zero-emission zone was introduced
in Krakow in 2019, however, it was removed due to
pressure from stakeholders.
Electrification of ride-hailing and on-demand services as well as shared fleets could provide electromobility options for those in urban regions who do
not want to or are unable to afford their own car. The
local public transport company in Berlin offers an
electric on-demand ride-pooling service in the form
of the Berlkönig programme as a complement to their
public transport service. Services such as this could be
introduced to other cities across Germany and Poland.
Additionally, city governments could work with carsharing and ride-hailing companies by collaborating
on electrification goals, providing preferential parking
and charging options, and giving priority lane access.
Local level electric vehicle subsidies could be introduced in addition to national purchase incentives
to maximise cost reduction benefits. For example,
Berlin offers a vehicle purchase subsidy through the
aforementioned programme targeting commercial
businesses, non-profits, and self-employed individuals, and taxi companies. This could be replicated in
other cities and for other user groups such as private
individuals yet the cities would need to secure the
relevant funding of their budgets.
Lastly, electrification of municipal vehicle fleets
should continue to occur. City municipal fleets make
up a significant portion of vehicles used in urban
regions and can help accelerate the transition to electric fleets by promoting the electric vehicle market,
increasing levels of charging infrastructure developed,
and promoting awareness and visibility.
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• Local charging infrastructure could be supported by
streamlining permit processes and increasing financial support via grants or tax exemptions. Charging
infrastructure deployment is a critical part of vehicle
fleet electrification and the demand for charge points
will continue to rise as more electric vehicles are
purchased. Some bureaucratic limitations hinder this
development in cities, according to experts. Long application and construction waiting periods can leave
users without accessible charging points and create
uncertainty in their ability to reliably charge their
cars. City governments could focus on streamlining
processes and removing potential barriers for charging point construction. Further actions to encourage
development of charging points could come in the
form of payment grants or tax write-offs for electric
vehicles. These instruments could provide financial
support to private individuals, companies, or other
institutions looking to install charge points and can be
introduced at the national and local level.
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1 | Introduction
The number of motor vehicles on Europe’s roads continues to grow. Between 2015 and 2019, the number of
passenger cars, commercial vehicles, and buses grew in
Germany by 6%, from over 48 million to over 51 million, and at an even higher rate of 17% in Poland, from
24.3 million to 28.4 million.1 Most of the vehicles in use,
including new registrations, are still made up by internal
combustion engine vehicles. In 2020, their share of new
registrations in the car segment was 86% in Germany
and 98% in Poland. New van registrations were also
mostly non-electric vehicles in 2020, having a share of
97% in Germany and almost 100% in Poland. In addition,
the Polish vehicle fleet is one of the oldest across Europe,
whereas in Germany the fleet age is younger than the
European Union (EU) average.2 Therefore, the electrification of the vehicle fleet and the renewal of the existing
fleet with electric vehicles – particularly battery electric
vehicles with zero carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions at the
tailpipe – plays an important role in decarbonizing the
transport sector.
To better understand supporting and hindering factors in
electric vehicle uptake, we first quantitatively assess the
vehicle market in Germany and Poland. We look at vehicle stock data and new registrations, the latter covering
national and local levels. As cities play an important role
in electrifying vehicle fleets, we also analyse the electric
vehicle market for those regions. Similar to the national
levels, new vehicle registrations at the local level are
dominated by the internal combustion engine. In 2020,
new car registrations in urban regions being non-electric accounted for a share of 87% in Germany and 98% in
Poland.

and bus segment. Vans play an important role in urban
logistics as part of last mile deliveries and buses used in
urban transport can help to reduce car dependency.
Despite its importance, the used electric vehicle market
is not analysed in more detail as part of this paper as the
market is at a nascent stage in both countries. Rather, the
focus is on the quantitative assessment of new vehicle
registrations.
The paper includes an in-depth analysis of policies to
better understand electric vehicle uptake in the two
markets, as well as supporting and hindering factors, to
derive policy recommendations with the focus on cities.
Although the focus is on urban settings, we also assess
regulations and policies at the EU and national levels
as the uptake is also largely affected by measures and
frameworks implemented beyond city levels.
For the various sections, we state main findings before
carrying out the relevant analyses’ steps. The following
summary highlights key similarities and differences
between the German and Polish electric vehicle market,
sorted by the different chapters (Table 1).

The focus of the paper is on passenger cars as the segment accounts for the highest number of vehicles on the
road as well as by new registrations. In 2020 alone, new
passenger car registrations in Germany and Poland had
each a share of about 90% of total new car registrations
whereas the share of vans was 8% or 12% and for buses
0.2% and 0.3% in Germany and Poland, respectively. In
addition, passenger cars play an important role in urban
settings as they are used for private purposes but also as
part of fleets such as taxis, carsharing, or ride-hailing
services. Although in less detail, we also assess the van
1
2

ACEA (2021 a), p. 9.
ACEA (2021 a), p. 10-13.
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Summary of key findings

Table 1

Topic

Key findings

Electric vehicle market
in Germany and Poland

• The vehicle markets in Germany and Poland are largely driven by the internal combustion
engine
• In 2020, the new electric passenger car market increased significantly,
particularly in Germany
• New electric cars are commonly registered by companies in Poland, whereas the share
between private and company car registrations is balanced in Germany
• Cities play an important role in electrifying vehicle fleets

Electric vehicle policy
frameworks at European Union, national,
and local levels

• The European Union has adopted a variety of legal frameworks to spur the electrification
of national vehicle fleets
• At national levels, Germany and Poland have adopted various laws and initiated different
programmes to enhance electric vehicle adoption
• Germany and Poland have implemented a broad set of policies at the national and local
levels to spur electric passenger car adoption

Further factors influencing electric vehicle
adoption

• Model availability of electric passenger cars and vans is significantly higher in Germany
than in Poland
• In the European context, Poland has a comparably high percentage of fast charging points
while Germany scores, on average, lower in terms of fast charging on the highway network
• Germany has a much higher public charging infrastructure deployment than Poland
• Local stakeholders rate costs, model availability charging infrastructure deployment, and
awareness as key in electric vehicle adoption

Best-practice city examples: Berlin, Stuttgart,
Warsaw, and Krakow

• BERLIN: With 17% of new passenger cars registered as electric cars, their uptake was 4 percentage points above the German average in 2020; companies dominate in their registration numbers; public charging infrastructure is concentrated in the inner-city areas
• STUTTGART: With 20% of new passenger cars registered as electric cars, their uptake was
7 percentage points above the German average in 2020; short-term rentals, manufacturers, and dealerships dominate in their registrations; public charging infrastructure is
concentrated in several Stuttgart neighborhoods
• WARSAW: With 1.9% of new passenger cars registered as electric cars, their uptake was
the same as Poland in 2020; companies dominate in their registrations; public charging
infrastructure is sparsely distributed
• KRAKOW: With 2.4% of new passenger cars registered as electric cars, their uptake was
slightly above the 1.9% Poland average in 2020; companies dominate in their registrations;
public charging infrastructure is sparsely distributed

12

2|E
 lectric vehicle market in Germany
and Poland
The electrification of the vehicle fleet plays an important
role in decarbonising transport. To better understand the
developments in both markets, we first analyse the uptake
of electric vehicles before analysing policy frameworks
and other factors which support or hinder their uptake.
For the quantitative analysis of the passenger car, van, and
bus market in this section, we use the most recent comparable data, referring to the years 2019 and 2020.

The vehicle markets in Germany
and Poland are largely driven by the
internal combustion engine
Most vehicles on the roads in Germany and Poland –
passenger cars, vans, and buses – are powered by petrol
or diesel (Figure 1). For cars, 66% on the roads were petrol
by the end of 2019, followed by diesel cars with a share

of 32%. Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and compressed
natural gas (CNG) vehicles accounted for 1.2%, and hybrid
electric vehicles (HEVs) for 0.9%. Battery electric vehicles
(BEVs) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) had
the lowest stock shares with 0.3% and 0.2%, respectively.
In Poland, petrol cars made up 53% and diesel cars made
up 32% of the total stock share. LPG powered vehicles
held a share of 14%, almost 13 percentage points higher
than in Germany. The battery electric and plug-in hybrid
electric stock share was near 0% by the end of 2019. Vans
on the road were mostly diesel vehicles in both countries,
at over 90% in Germany and almost 70% in Poland. LPG
powered vans accounted for 6% of the share in Poland, 5
percentage points higher than in Germany. Electric vans,
typically BEVs, accounted for almost 1% on German roads
and near 0% on Polish roads. The bus stock share was
almost exclusively made up of diesel vehicles, at 97% in
Germany and almost 80% in Poland. Electric buses, com-

Car, van, and bus stock share by fuel type in Germany and Poland in 2019

Figure 1
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monly BEVs, accounted for 0.5% in Germany and 0.3% in
Poland by the end of 2019. By the end of 2020, the BEV
bus stock share stood at almost 1% in both countries.3
New vehicle registrations for cars, vans, and buses
also show a dominance of combustion engine vehicles
(Figure 2). For cars, Germany recorded new petrol car
registrations at a rate of 48%, diesel vehicles at 29%, and
HEVs at 9% in 2020. Only 14% of all new passenger car
registrations were electric (7% BEVs and 7% PHEVs). In
Poland, new petrol cars were registered at a rate of 62%,
diesel cars at a rate of 19%, and HEVs at a rate of 15%.
Electric vehicles accounted for a 2.0% share. Of these
electric passenger cars, 0.9% were registered as BEVs and
1.1% were classified as PHEVs. For vans, the majority of
new registrations were diesel vehicles in both countries,
at 92% in Germany and 94% in Poland. Battery electric
3

vans recorded a share of over 3% in Germany and 0.4% in
Poland. New bus procurements were also largely driven
by new diesel vehicles, accounting for about three quarter of all new bus registrations in both countries. Battery
electric buses accounted for 6% of new registrations in
Germany and 14% in Poland.
Despite electric vehicles on the road being at a nascent
stage in both countries, new registrations figures show
that the market is picking up in some segments. Battery
electric cars, vans, and buses made up 7%, 3%, and 6% of
new registrations in Germany in 2020, respectively. In
Poland, BEVs accounted for 14% of all new bus procurements, likely driven by the local production of electric
buses. Conversely, in Poland in the car and van segment
new BEV registrations shares were low, at 1% and 0.4%,
respectively.

KBA (2021); Fundacja Promocji Pojazdów Elektrycznych
(2021).

New car, van, and bus registration shares by fuel type in Germany and Poland in 2020

Figure 2
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In 2020, the new electric passenger
car market increased significantly,
particularly in Germany

higher figures in 2020, when new BEV registrations
totaled to almost 1%. The development was similar for
PHEVs. By total numbers, BEVs and PHEVs accounted for
over 5,000 new registrations in 2020, almost 60 times
less than in Germany. The increase in 2020 can largely
be traced back to tighter CO2 emission performance
standards, particularly for new passenger cars, set at EU
levels from 2020 and, in the case of Germany, increased
bonus amounts for purchasing an electric car as part
of the recovery package by the national government in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak.5

Increasing the new registration share of electric vehicles
is a key pillar to decarbonise transport, particularly in
the car segment where most new vehicles are registered.
Since 2010, the share of new electric car registrations
have increased steadily (Figure 3).4 For cars, registrations of new BEVs in Germany increased from below
0.1% in 2010, to 0.3% in 2016, to 2% in 2019, reaching
almost 7% in 2020 (Figure 3, left). PHEVs in Germany saw
similar rates of growth as BEVs since 2010. In total, over
290,000 new BEVs and PHEVs were registered in Germany in 2020. Poland saw less development in the shares
of new electric car registrations than Germany (Figure
3, right). BEVs did not account for any share of newly
registered cars until 2017, where they made up 0.1%. In
2018, the same share of new BEVs were registered, 0.1%,
and this rose to 0.3% in 2019. Poland witnessed slightly

5

EAFO (2021 a) and Rajon Bernard, et al. (2021).

Wappelhorst, et al. (2021).

New electric passenger car registration shares (BEV and PHEV) in Germany (left)
and Poland (right) between 2010 and 2020
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New electric cars are commonly
registered by companies in Poland
whereas the share between private
and company car registrations is
balanced in Germany
To better understand the policy landscape and how it
affects electric vehicle uptake, it is important to note that
companies play an important role in new registrations. In
Germany, of the over 290,000 electric cars newly registered in 2020, 49% were by companies used as company
cars, long-term rentals, leased vehicles, taxis, and cars
belonging to driving schools, public administrations, and
diplomats. Private individuals registered 51% of new
electric vehicles. In Poland, the share of company registrations of the approximately 5,000 new electric vehicles
registered was significantly higher, at a rate of 76%.
The remaining 24% were made by private individuals.6
6

Wappelhorst; Bieker (2021).

Differentiated by BEVs and PHEVs, companies mostly
opted for a PHEV in 2020 (Figure 4). Their share was
64% in Germany and 58% in Poland. Conversely, private
individuals mostly chose a BEV in 2020 if deciding for
a new electric car. Their share was 63% in Germany and
59% in Poland.

Cities play an important role in
electrifying vehicle fleets
As at the national level, new vehicle registrations in
urban regions are dominated by combustion engine
vehicles. For cars in 2020, 87% of new registrations in
Germany’s urban regions were non-electric, including
petrol, diesel, HEVs, and LPG and CNG powered cars. In
Poland, their new registration share in urban regions
was 98%. However, if only looking at new electric car
registrations in 2020, many of them are registered in
urban regions. In 2020, almost 50% of new electric car
registrations, including BEVs and PHEVs, in Germany

Share of new electric passenger car registrations by company and private individuals
in Germany and Poland in 2020

Share of new electric car registrations 2020 [%]
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were made in the 95 urban regions, the remaining share
was in the 306 regions outside city areas. In Poland, the
share of new electric vehicles registered in the 14 urban
regions was just over 60%.
Figure 5 shows the spatial distribution of new electric car
registrations, including BEVs and PHEVs, across the 401
regions in Germany, highlighting the 95 urban regions
in black. Of the urban regions in Germany, most electric
cars were registered in the district of Erlangen-Höchstadt (metropolitan area of Nuremberg, Bavaria), the city
of Stuttgart, Plön (metropolitan area of Kiel in the northern state of Schleswig-Holstein), Gütersloh (city in the
western state of North-Rhine Westphalia), and the district of Rhein-Neckar (metropolitan area of Heidelberg in
Baden-Wuerttemberg). Here, new electric car registration shares ranged between 19% and 25% in 2020. In
the capital city of Berlin, new electric car registrations
reached 17%, ranking 16th among the 95 urban regions.
In Poland, the top 5 urban regions with the highest share
of new electric car registrations included Tyski in the
metropolitan area of Katowice, the cities of Lódz, Kraków,
and Poznan, as well as Bydgosko-Torunski in the metropolitan area of Bydgoszcz – Torún (Figure 6). New registration shares of BEVs and PHEVs ranged between 2.1%
and 2.5%. The capital city of Warsaw ranked 6th among
the 14 urban regions (out of 73 regions in total) with 1.9%
of new car registrations being electric in 2020.
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Registration shares of new electric passenger cars in Germany by regions in 2020;
urban regions are highlighted in black with the top 5 urban regions for electric vehicle
uptake labeled

Figure 5
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Registration shares of new electric passenger cars in Poland by regions in 2020;
urban regions are highlighted in black with the top 5 urban regions for electric vehicle
uptake labeled

Figure 6
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3 | Electric vehicle policy frameworks at
European Union, national, and local levels
To best understand the development of the electric vehicle market in Germany and Poland as well as the supporting and hindering factors in electric vehicle uptake
in urban regions, we qualitatively assess frameworks and
policies which support cities in electrifying their vehicle
fleets. We first highlight key EU level regulations and
directives which help to address main barriers of model
and charging infrastructure availability. This is followed
by an assessment of key strategic legal frameworks at
the national level in Germany and Poland which address
the main barriers of electric vehicle adoption including
cost, charging infrastructure deployment, and awareness. Lastly, we choose three cities each in Germany and
Poland to further analyse national and local level policies.

The European Union has adopted a
variety of legal frameworks spur the
electrification of national vehicle fleets
In the past, the EU has adopted a variety of binding regulations and directives concerning electric vehicles aimed
at car manufacturers and national governments to meet
greenhouse gas emission targets set by the EU. We highlight key regulations and directives to understand market
dynamics of electric vehicle adoption and charging
infrastructure deployment, which can partially be traced
back to some of the EU legal frameworks described below.
Key binding legal framework addressing the supply side
i.e., car manufacturers, is the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council setting CO2 emission
performance standards for new passenger cars and for
new light commercial vehicles.7 The current regulation
adopted in 2019 sets EU fleet-wide average CO2 emission
targets from 2020, 2025, and 2030 and includes a mechanism to incentivise car manufacturers for the uptake of
zero- and low-emission vehicles.
To enhance the adoption of zero- and low-emission
vehicles as part of public procurements, the Clean
Vehicles Directive sets procurement targets for cars,
vans, trucks, and buses as part of purchase, lease, rent
7

EUR-Lex (2019 a).

or hire-purchase contracts, public service contracts for
passenger road transport services, and services contracts
for public road transport services or mail and parcel
transport and delivery.8
There are also various legal frameworks targeted at
charging infrastructure for electric vehicles concerning their access, interoperability, and other technical
requirements to encourage deployment. The Alternative
Fuels Infrastructure Directive adopted in 2014 requires
EU Members States to develop national policy frameworks for the market development of alternative fuels
and their infrastructure. The directive includes technical
requirements for charging stations for electric vehicles,
requiring that each Member State ensures that charging
points are accessible to the public and widely available, and recommending a minimum number of charge
points per electric vehicle. The Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive requires buildings across the EU
to be ready for electric vehicle charging infrastructure
development. This means all new or renovated non-residential buildings must contain at least one charging point
which includes installation of electric cable conduits. For
parking spaces, recharging points must occur at a rate of
one charging point per five parking spots. The directive
also requires Member States to address any potential
barriers that would prevent charging point installations
in regards to property and tenancy legislations.9
In July 2021, the European Commission presented the Fit
for 55 package with the goal of reducing EU wide greenhouse gas emissions by 55% before 2030. The package
provides revisions to legislation affecting all European
emissions, including from the transportation sector.
Among others, the European Commission has proposed a
revision of the current CO2 emission performance standards for new passenger cars and for new light commercial vehicles. It proposes an average EU fleet-wide CO2
emission target for cars and vans of 0 g CO2/km by 2035.
If adopted, this would mean that by 2035 only the new
registration of battery electric or fuel cell electric vehicles
would be allowed by 2035. Based on the proposal, CO2
standards would also be strengthened for new cars and
8
9

EUR-Lex (2019 b).
EUR-Lex (2018).

21

Charge, Set, Go! | Electric vehicle policy frameworks at European Union, national, and local levels

vans in the EU by 2030 compared to the year 2021. For
passenger cars, the new target would go from the existing
value of -37.5% to -55% and for new vans, from -31% to
-50%. The Fit for 55 package also includes a proposal for
revising the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive.
The revision would include turning the directive into
a regulation which would be directly binding for all EU
Member States and would not need to be transposed into
national laws as the case for a directive. The proposal
foresees binding minimum targets for the installed charging capacity per electric and per plug-in hybrid electric
vehicle, and minimum densities for the deployment of
public charging infrastructure for electric vehicles (both
light-duty and heavy-duty) to be met by certain years.
There is also a proposal to alter the way in which minimum tax rates on fossil fuels are set via the energy tax
directive. Where equal minimum levels of taxation are
laid down in relation to a given use (as is proposed for
petrol and diesel in road transport), the levels of taxation
actually levied also have to be equal. This would thus be
the end of the favourable tax treatment of diesel fuel.10

For Germany, the following key frameworks and policies
can be highlighted which work to enhance electric vehicle adoption, also in urban settings:

As indicated, EU legal frameworks play an important role
in spurring electric vehicle adoption at national levels, to the benefit of urban regions. The regulations and
directives outlined above are some of the key measures
to push car manufacturers and governments towards
electrification of vehicles.

• To enhance charging infrastructure deployment, the
German government published the Charging Infrastructure Master Plan in 2019. The plan lays out the
necessary measures to create a comprehensive charging infrastructure network for the up to 10 million
electric vehicle users estimated by 2030.13 To support
home charging in multi-dwelling buildings, Germany
passed the Building Electromobility Infrastructure
Act in 2021 which requires new residential and
non-residential buildings to be equipped with protective electric cable tubes to allow faster construction
of charging stations when needed. For residential
buildings with more than five parking spaces, every
parking space must come equipped with the necessary protective tubes. Non-residential buildings must
equip every fifth parking space.14 Bundled charging
point locations are also now possible to provide a
neighborhood approach. In April 2021, Germany also
approved the Law for the Provision of Comprehensive Fast Charging Infrastructure for Pure Battery
Electric Vehicles, creating the political foundation

At national levels, Germany and
Poland have adopted various laws
and initiated different programmes to
enhance electric vehicle adoption
As for the EU level, we also briefly highlight key legal
frameworks and programmes adopted and implemented
at national levels in Germany and Poland to understand
current developments in electric vehicle adoption, supporting and hindering factors, and how these activities
support city regions in electrifying their fleets. Since
there have been many actions taken over more than
ten years, the listed frameworks only provide a broad
overview.

10

22

Dornoff, et al. (2021).

• The Electric Mobility Act, adopted by the German
government in 2015, provides cities and municipalities with the legal framework to promote electric
mobility through certain privileges. This includes
parking privileges for electric vehicles on public roads,
such as access to roads that are dedicated to special purposes, like bus lanes, permitting exemptions
on access restrictions, driving bans for combustion
engine vehicles, or partial or full exemption of electric
vehicles from fees for public parking. Electric vehicles
applicable to this law include cars and vans and must
have an electric range of at least 40 km or must emit a
maximum of 50 g CO2/km i.e., affecting BEVs, fuel cell
electric vehicles (FCEVs), and PHEVs.11 The law also
defines the labeling of these electric vehicles via an
e-license plate, which allows municipalities to grant
benefits for drivers of an electric vehicle.12

11
12
13
14

BMWi (2020 a).
emobil region stuttgart (2021).
BMWi (2020 b).
BMWi (2021).
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to expand fast charging points with at least 150 kW
charging capacities throughout Germany. This aims to
develop 1,000 additional fast charging hubs by 2023,
receiving funding of €2 billion.15 The German government has also released the StandortTOOL, a comprehensive charging infrastructure assessment website
that aims to determine future needs of charging
stations based on the time horizon, number of electric
vehicles, development strategies, and capacities of
private charging stations. This tool is intended to assist municipalities and policy makers in planning the
charging infrastructure development process.16
• The German government has also funded the transition to electric vehicles over the past decade through
multiple programmes and incentive schemes which
also target cities and municipalities. In 2020, Germany released a COVID-19 recovery package which
aims to spur electric vehicle uptake via additional
funding for charging infrastructure and extended
electric vehicle purchase benefits. Charging investments from this package total to €2.5 billion.17
Poland has also adopted various laws and initiated different programmes to enhance electric vehicle uptake in
national and urban settings. Key frameworks include the
following:
• The Strategy for Responsible Development was
the initial approach put forth by Poland’s council of
ministers in 2017 to create a medium and long-term
national electromobility plan. It created the conditions
to foster electromobility development by giving support to cities for development of low-emission public-transportation and through purchasing of electric
buses. The strategy also introduced regulations to
increase usage of electric vehicles, namely through
the establishment of the Electromobility Development Plan.18 The Electromobility Development Plan
was adopted in 2017 and encourages electric vehicle uptake through financial incentives and electric
infrastructure development, and outlines the specific
benefits and economic growth potential that comes
15
16
17
18

BMVI (2021).
StandordTool (2021).
BMF (2021).
Kowalska-Pyzalska, et al. (2020).

with increased levels of electromobility.19 The Electromobility Development Program is governed by a
steering committee, which is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the program, making key
decisions, establishing goals, and providing necessary
resources.
• In terms of charging infrastructure deployment,
the National Framework for Alternative Fuels and
Infrastructure Development Policy was passed by the
Polish government in 2017, to adhere to the EU directive of alternative fuels infrastructure. The primary
goal was to install 6,400 charging points with 400
fast charging points by 2020. To fund these endeavors, the Law on Biocomponents and Liquid Biofuels
was amended in 2018 to include the low-emission
transport fund.20 Electric infrastructure for public
transportation (electric buses) is financially supported
in Poland mainly through the Infrastructure and Environment Operational Program as well as through EU
funding. Money from this program aims to reduce carbon emissions of all transport sectors with alternative
fueled vehicles being prioritized. Direct EU funding
(e.g., from Connecting Europe Facility mechanism) has
also been used by companies building fast charging
network in Poland along TEN-T routes. Due to the Law
on Electromobility, new Polish public and multi-family
buildings must be equipped with charging capacities
of a minimum of 3.7 kW where the municipal population is above 100,000 and where there are more than
60,000 electric vehicles registered.
• Derived from the EU directive of alternative fuels infrastructure development, the Law on Electromobility
and Alternative Fuels defines the national framework
for charging infrastructure.21 It allows for exemptions
on excise taxes for electric vehicles as well as tax incentives for electric company cars. It has also created
specific goals for municipal electric fleets and charging infrastructure. The minimum number of charging
outlets is based on the number of inhabitants, taking
into account the total number of registered motor
19 Ministerstwo Klimatu i Środowiska (2021).
20 In 2020, the low-emission fund was terminated. Financial
resources and commitments were transferred to National
Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management.
21 IEA (2020).
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vehicles and number of registered vehicles per 1,000
inhabitants, mandating a specific number of charging
outlets by March 31st, 2021. It states that by the end of
2020, cities with:
• over 1 million inhabitants must have at least
1,000 public charging stations;
• over 300,000 inhabitants must have at least
210 public charging stations;
• over 150,000 inhabitants must have at least
100 public charging stations, and
• over 100,000 inhabitants must have at least
60 public charging stations.
In November 2020, an important and long-awaited
revision of the Electromobility Act was initiated. New
provisions implementing the Clean Vehicles Directive
and amended provisions for Clean Transportation
Zones were proposed. By the end of September 2021,
the legislative proposal has not been forwarded to
Parliament for adoption.
• The Sustainable Transport Development Strategy
until 2030, adopted in 2019, aims to increase accessibility, efficiency, and innovation in the transportation sector. The policy specifically seeks to reduce
the environmental impact of transportation through
the promotion and financing of alternative fuels and
forms of mobility. Deriving from this plan, the Polish
Ministry of Infrastructure has encouraged Polish cities to go further by developing their own sustainable
urban mobility plans (SUMP).22 These long-term plans
engage stakeholders and encourage public cooperation and participation.
• Poland has put forward a COVID-19 recovery strategy,
namely the National Recovery Plan (KPO) adopted in
July 2021 which funds low emission transportation
and buses. This package aims to help the economy
recover after the impacts of the global pandemic in
which economic activity, including purchases of
electric vehicles, were hindered. The funds total to over
€1.1 billion for the support of low and zero-emission
transportation production and fuel storage centers,
as well as €1.1 billion for low and zero-emission bus
purchases.23
22
23

24

Oleśków-Szłapka, et al. (2020), p.6.
IEA (2021).

Overall, both countries have adopted a set of legal frameworks and strategies and have secured national funding
as part of different programmes and initiatives to spur
the electrification of the vehicle fleet and to help and
support cities and municipalities in these efforts.

Germany and Poland have implemented
a broad set of policies at national and
local levels to spur e
 lectric passenger
car adoption
Both national and local policy actions play an important
role in electric vehicle uptake. In this section, we describe
key national policies of Germany and Poland as well as
key local policies and initiatives found in the German
cities of Berlin, Stuttgart, and Leipzig, and the Polish
cities of Warsaw, Krakow, and Poznan. These cities were
selected as they are large cities with high electric vehicle
uptake, providing good examples for other urban regions.
To better understand why the electric vehicle uptake
has been high in these cities, we analyse electric vehicle
goals, electric vehicle purchase and operation incentives,
charging infrastructure deployment, fleet integration,
strategic local actions, and information and educational
initiatives. We also evaluate national level policies in this
context as they also benefit urban regions. We reflect
2020 policies to understand electric vehicle uptake for
the year based on our analysis seen in the previous section. Additionally, we add 2021 policies if it contributes
to the discussion. Our focus is on policies encouraging
electric vehicle adoption rather than those disincentivising non-electric vehicles.
Electric vehicle purchase and operation
The first set of policies evaluates those aimed at purchase and operation, addressing the barrier of cost. These
policies range from purchase benefits at car purchase to
benefits on parking or charging an electric vehicle.
BEV and PHEV purchase benefits. Benefits to reduce the
costs at the point of purchase are largely implemented at
national levels. Germany and Poland have both adopted
national incentive schemes for the purchase of new cars
and vans. At local levels, of the six selected cities analysed, Berlin is the only city that has implemented a local
support scheme for new van purchases.

Agora Verkehrswende | Electric vehicle policy frameworks at European Union, national, and local levels

The German national government introduced an environmental bonus in 2016 which provides payments for
purchase of electric vehicles.11 The governmental share
was doubled in 2020 as part of the COVID-19 stimulus
package. BEV purchasers receive €9,000 and PHEV purchasers receive €6,750, including the share by car manufacturers, with a price cap at €40,000. For cars and vans
up to €65,000 there is a bonus for BEVs of €8,000 and
for PHEVs of €5,626. To be eligible, vehicles can emit no
more than 50 g of CO2/km and have an electric range of
at least 50 km until the end of 2021 which will thereafter
be increased to 60 km. From January 2025, the electric
range requirement will be raised to 80 km.24 Since 2018,
the German government also supports the purchase of
battery-electric and hybrid electric buses used in public
transport.25

in 2021 and will provide support for long-term rents and
leasing.28

The Polish national purchase subsidies came in the form
of three small-scale pilot programmes started in June
2020. The “Green Car” programme for private persons
provided grants to purchasers of electric cars of PLN
18,750 (€4,100) or up to 15% of the purchase costs. Eligible vehicles included any BEV or FCEV passenger car
up to 3.5 tonnes for private use. The “E-Van” for small
and medium companies provided grants for electric and
hydrogen vans up to 3,5 tonnes, inclusive of chargers.
The “Koliber” programme for taxi owners provided grants
for electric and hydrogen passenger vehicles and chargers. Due to the lack of an information campaign, limited
time for applications, and low purchase price limits, these
pilot programmes concluded with very limited success,
and only 7% of total budget was utilized.26 As of July 2021,
the Polish government launched a new support scheme.
The first programme (already operational) “My Electric
Vehicle” is for private persons.27 It now includes a much
broader spectrum of eligible electric vehicles (purchase
price limits have been lifted up to PLN 225,000 (€49,200)
comparing to PLN 125,000 (€27,400) in the pilot phase),
and covers the period in which the “Green Car” program
was not funded. This support scheme, however, does not
support hybrid vehicles. The next support scheme for
companies and public institutions is to be started later

Electric vehicle registration tax benefits. Both Germany
and Poland do not impose registration taxes when registering a new vehicle for the first time. Poland also offers
preferential rates on excise taxes for electric vehicles.
Generally, excise tax is 3.1% when the engine capacity
is up to 2,000 cm3 and at a rate of 18% when it is over
2,000 cm3. In Poland, excise taxes on zero emission cars
are waived, based on the Law on Electromobility, which
includes BEVs and FCEVs. Some hybrid vehicles with ICE
engines of less than 2 liters, including PHEVs, HEVs and
mild hybrid electric vehicles (MHEVs) have been covered
with 50% reduction of excise tax.26

24
25
26
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Bundesregierung (2021).
Bundesanzeiger (2018).
Wappelhorst; Pniewska (2020).
KPMG (2021).

At local levels, Berlin launched the “business-related
electromobility” or WELMO funding program in 2018,
which aims to assist commercial businesses, non-profits, and self-employed individuals to purchase electric
vehicles. The funding assistance is maximum of €5,000
and can be used in combination with the national bonus
outlined above. Vans up to 3.5 tons receive the full benefit, and vans between 3.5 tonnes and 12 tonnes receive
25% of the purchase price up to €15,000.29 Additionally,
in July 2021, the program was expanded to include taxi
drivers so long as a taxi license is presented, with support
for passenger cars up to 3.5 tonnes reaching €15,000 per
vehicle.30

Electric vehicle ownership tax benefits. Only Germany
imposes regularly payable taxes for owning a vehicle.
The vehicle ownership tax exemption, developed in 2012,
allows BEVs and FCEVs to be purchased with a vehicle
ownership tax exemption lasting for 10 years. After the
10 years, the tax is reduced by 50%. With the passage of
the COVID-19 stimulus package, the tax exemption was
extended until the end of 2030. The Polish government
does not impose ownership taxes on any vehicle type.
Electric vehicle benefits for companies (employers and
employees). Both Germany and Poland have adopted
electric vehicle benefits for companies at national levels.
In Germany, for example, employees privately using an
28 gov.pl (2021 a).
29 SenWiEnBe (2020).
30 Investitionsbank Berlin (2021).
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electric company vehicle benefit from tax breaks on
private income tax. While company non-electric vehicles
are taxed at an additional rate of 1% per month based
on the vehicles gross price, the national government
established a preferential treatment for electric vehicles
in 2018. From 2020, BEVs and FCEVs pay a reduced 0.25%
monthly tax rate for vehicles up to a gross vehicle price
of €60,000 and 0.5% above this threshold. PHEVs up to
50 g CO2/km and a minimum electric range of 40 km pay
a monthly 0.5% rate. These rates will remain in effect until
2030.31 In Poland, the Law on Electromobility designates
that electric company cars receive a longer depreciation
write-off benefit and also receive a higher maximum car
value deduction amount of PLN 225,000 (€49,200).26 In
general, when company cars are used for both private and
business purposes there is a 50% reduction in the Value
Added Tax (VAT). The full deduction of the VAT is possible
when company vehicles are used solely for business purposes.32 Currently, there are no benefits/tax incentives for
employees that use company electric cars privately.
Electric vehicle parking benefits. In Germany, the Electromobility Act grants cities and municipalities the ability
to create preferential benefits for electric vehicles in
terms of free parking and access benefits.11 Several cities
have produced their own parking benefit systems. For
example, Stuttgart introduced a permit system in 2012
for electric vehicles and has continued parking benefits
with the introduction of e-number plates, allowing free
parking without time limitation in public streets and
chargeable parking spaces whereas in Berlin this privilege
is only granted while charging. Leipzig plans to enable
free parking for electric vehicles in the future but, as of
September 2021, it is not apparent when this will take
place.33 At the national level in Poland, BEVs are exempted
from parking fees in municipal paid parking zones.
Electric vehicle charging benefits. As of September 2021,
electric vehicle charging benefits are not widely utilized
in German cities. Leipzig allowed free charging up to a
maximum of 4 hours in designated zones, however, this
benefit was cancelled as of March 2021.34 In Poland, free
public charging is available to BEV users at park and ride
31
32
33
34
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EAFO (2021 b).
PSPA (2020).
Region Leipzig (2021).
MDR (2021).

parks located across Warsaw, Krakow, and Poznan.35
Krakow currently possesses four car parks with eight
charging stations. Warsaw offers six park and ride parks
with eleven charging stations city wide.36 Poznan has
three park and ride car parks as of 2020 with a total of
six spaces offering electric vehicle charging.37
Electric vehicle infrastructure use and access benefits.
Berlin established a low-emission zone (LEZ) in 2010
which sets a minimum access standard of diesel Euro 4.
The public administration has begun the consultation
process to create a zero-emission zone (ZEZ), with the
intention to only allow zero-emission vehicles to drive
within the city area in future years.38 Stuttgart and Leipzig also established an LEZ where only vehicles with a
green emission sticker may enter.39 However, those LEZs
are not limited to electric vehicles. In Poland, the Electromobility Law also allows for an electric vehicle access
benefit mandating that BEVs have access to all city bus
lanes, although cities can enact requirements on minimum occupancy to limit this access. The law also designates that in cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants,
a clean transportation zone can be established by the city
council. There is currently a proposed amendment to this
act, making the provisions much more simplified and
flexible for local governments. The current provisions for
clean transportations zones are commonly seen as too
restrictive considering the present state of e-mobility
development. As a result, no single clean transportation
zone is operational in Poland. Krakow was the first city
to establish an inner-city ZEZ in Poland in 2019 allowing
only electric vehicles to drive there, however, due to protests from business owners and local community, it was
terminated after a couple of months.26
Electric vehicle charging infrastructure
Another key barrier in electric vehicle adoption is
charging infrastructure deployment. In the following, we
list key measures adapted at national and local levels in
Germany and Poland to address public and private home
and workplace charging.

35
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Poland Today (2020).
ZDM (2021).
POZnan (2021 a).
Eltis (2021).
City of Leipzig (2021) and Urban Access Regulations (2021 a).
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Public charger promotions for electric vehicles. The
German Charging Infrastructure Master Plan from 2019
suggests investments of over €3 billion into charging
infrastructure for vehicles and trucks that are emission free. The Charging Infrastructure Master Plan also
incorporates a smart grid, giving operators early access
to information to make charging networks as efficient as
possible.40 Moreover, the plan suggests investing €50 million into private charging options. The COVID-19 stimulus
package provides an additional €2.5 billion towards the
expansion of charging stations as well as funding research
and development. Between 2017 and 2020, Germany
invested €300 million into electric public charging infrastructure through the government programme for electric
mobility, with €200 million going to rapid charging stations and €100 million going to normal charging stations.17
While the programmes funding focused on efforts up to
2020, more initiatives have been launched in 2021 to
further extend the public charging infrastructure network.
The Polish Covid-19 recovery initiative from 2020 totals
to over €58 billion and funds several areas of the Polish
economy with some contributions towards low-emission
transportation. This plan increases financing of low- or
zero-emission buses up to €1.1 billion and increases
funding for low emission transport for the agricultural
sector.41 In spring 2021, the government has announced a
wide-scale supporting scheme for charging infrastructure
with a total budget of PLN 800 million (€175 million) for
both fast and normal chargers. However, the programme
is still not operational as public-aid related consultations
with the European Commission are ongoing. All national
programmes are also of benefit for local authorities.
At city levels, Berlin also supports the deployment of
charging stations in public locations of commercial
entities. Similarly, Stuttgart benefits from their respective federal programme (called Charge@BW), which also
provides funding for the installation of public and private
charging stations.
Private home and workplace charger promotions for
electric vehicles. The German government funds the
installation of private charging stations with a €400
million investment. Funding is approved for private
individuals, apartment associations, housing companies,
40 BMVI (2019).
41 gov.pl (2021 b).

and property developers. The grant is approved at a rate
of €900 per installed charging point and is transferred
after the project’s completion.15 The “on-site charging
infrastructure program,” passed by the German Federal
Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure in 2021,
provides €300 million to small- and medium-sized
companies to invest in charging infrastructure. This
assists with the purchase of normal power charging
units providing 80% of the price up to €4,000 per unit.42
Fast charging units are also covered up to 80% and up
to €16,000 per unit. In Poland, under the eVan incentive
programme, support for electric charging stations was
provided to businesses that purchased a zero-emission
van. This aid came in the form of 50% off eligible costs up
to a maximum of PLN 5,000 (€1,100) for a charger giving
up to 22 kW of power. The Koliber programme allowed
small- and medium-sized business who bought an
electric taxi 20% of the costs of a charging station up to a
maximum of PLN 25,000 (€5,500). The power maximum
for this program also maxed out at 22 kW.26
Of the cities in focus, Stuttgart, Berlin, and Leipzig all
benefit from some sort of local private and workplace
charger promotion. Private installation (and also public,
see above) is supported in Stuttgart via the Charge@BW
initiative which was extended in May 2021. It provides
support for the installation of private charging infrastructure via a grant of €2,500 per charging point as long
as the station is powered via renewable energy.43 The
programme finances a maximum of 500 charging points
per applicant. Leipzig receives private charger promotion
support through state funding. The Saxony photovoltaic
funding, launched in December 2020, provided a grant
of €400 for private charging infrastructure stations
with grants only awarded if funding reaches at least
€2,500. As of May 2021, the funding for this programme
was exhausted.44 Berlin promotes workplace chargers
through the WELMO programme, which was extended
in January 2021. The funding is up to 50% of total costs
with a maximum of €2,500 per normal charging point.
Fast charging points also receive up to 50% costs with a
maximum of €30,000 per charging point.45 Private and
workplace charger promotions are not utilized in the
Polish cities of focus as of September 2021.
42
43
44
45

E-mobil BW (2021).
L-Bank (2021).
Zolar (2019).
IBB Business Team (2021).
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Strategies, fleet integration, and public awareness
Aside from purchase benefits and charging infrastructure deployment, there are many ways national and local
governments can influence electric vehicle uptake. This
includes establishing electrification goals, integrating
electric vehicles into fleets, and raising public awareness
on the benefits of electrification.
Electric vehicle goals. At national levels, the goal of
establishing 7 million to 10 million electric vehicles by
2030 was adopted through the German Climate Action
Programme in 2019.46 One of the main goals of the Polish
national government is to reduce air pollution throughout Polish cities, which in 2020 ranked among the worst
in the EU.47 The previously adopted policy frameworks
display the many initiatives from Poland, which attempt
to align the country with the requirements of the EU on
air quality and emissions reductions. One of the goals
is to establish 1 million electric vehicles on the road in
Poland by 2025. However, due to delays, the progress was
projected to reach 600,000 vehicles by the end of 2030
by the Strategy for Sustainable Transport Development.
By 2020, the government aimed to have 50,000 electric
vehicles on the road as a part of the National Framework
for Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Development Policy.
Strategic actions. Strategic local actions provide support
for electric vehicle uptake via focused initiatives on a
localized scale. Berlin is a part of the Smart City initiative
which aims to bring together businesses and stakeholders to provide solutions to modern challenges in fields
such as electromobility and transportation.48 From 2014
to 2020, Leipzig took part in the climate protection
programme which encompasses several broad sustainability goals and aims to reduce emissions by promoting
electromobility. Krakow utilizes the Smart City Polska
initiative which aims to develop the city to face future
challenges by promoting electromobility with flexible
city governance. Warsaw and Krakow will both take
part in the European Green capital competition for 2023.
This involves efforts from both cities to reduce carbon
emissions and improve air quality with levels of electromobility factoring into the competition.49 Poznan has
recently adopted the “Electromobility development strat46
47
48
49
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egy for the city of Poznan until 2035” resolution. This
strategy seeks to improve the development of sustainable
transport as well as promote increased electromobility.
Specific goals of the plan involve increased development of electric infrastructure and refueling stations for
alternative fuels, replacement of municipal combustion
engine vehicles with electric, and promotion of alternative methods of transport.50 Poznan will also join the
other Polish cities in implementation of the Sustainable
Urban Mobility Plan (SUMP). The city aimed to have the
document and plan published by the end of 2020.
Municipal electric vehicle fleet integration programmes.
Incorporation of electric vehicles into public municipalities is an important step in achieving electromobility
goals. At national levels, the German government set a goal
in 2019 of achieving 20% electric vehicles in the public
sector fleet by investing over €100 million to the purchase of municipal electric vehicles. Additionally, in 2020
governmental funding totaling over €90 million went to
local authorities which will authorize the purchase of over
3,800 electric vehicles, 30 buses, and 400 commercial
vehicles.51 At local levels, Stuttgart has made progress on
its municipal electric fleet by establishing a low-emission
driving fund supporting the conversion of public internal
combustion engine vehicles to low- or zero-emission
vehicles.52 Berlin has launched the E-Bus Berlin project
which aims to further incorporate electric buses into the
public transportation system. Since October 2020, over
100 electric buses are running and the project is forecasted
to be fully electric and record zero emissions from local
buses by the year 2030.53 Additionally, Berlin has launched
the project “Smart e-fleets” a partnership between several
public and private institutions in Berlin, such as the public
transportation company (BVG) and the Berliner Wasserbetriebe, to make their operations fully electric. The project
is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Transport
and Digital Infrastructure and has put over 300 electric
vehicles on the road since its founding.54
The Polish Act on Electromobility and Alternative Fuels
requires central and local governments to ensure that
30% of their fleets consist of electric vehicles. The obliga50
51
52
53
54

POZnan (2021 b).
Electrive (2020 b).
Region Stuttgart (2021).
Electrive (2020 c).
InfraLab Berlin (2020).
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tion of introducing low- and zero-emission vehicles also
applies to public services fleet and public transportation
buses. The aim is to achieve specific goals by 2028 with
the rollout occurring in incremental stages.26 Considering
this initiative, Polish cities have increasingly begun to
incorporate electric vehicles into their public municipal
fleets. Krakow has achieved already 10% of municipal fleet integration.55 In addition, Krakow will add an
additional 50 electric buses to its public transport system
in 2021.56 Poznan has also seen uptake in electric buses
levels within the city. In 2020, MPK, the public transportation company of Poznan, ordered an additional 37
electric buses to accompany the already 21 electric buses,
in use since 2019.57 In Warsaw, 130 electric buses have
been provided in 2020 and 2021.
Electric vehicle sharing and hailing operations. Electric
vehicle sharing and hailing operations particularly
implemented in urban settings are an option to bridge
low-threshold access barriers to electric vehicles. In
addition, they can help to reduce private car ownership.
The electrification of the fleets can also help cut down
on air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Electric
vehicle carsharing systems are present in all six cities
analysed. For example, in Berlin, WeShare operates an
all-electric carsharing scheme using BEVs. Share Now
operates an electric fleet in Stuttgart and teilAuto provides an electric vehicle option for riders in Leipzig. In
Warsaw, InnogyGo offered an electric carsharing system,
however, the company terminated the service in May
2021.58 Traficar, another electric carsharing provider in
Warsaw, offers two electric vehicle models in their fleet.
4mobility also has some electric vehicles operating in
Warsaw, Poznan, and Krakow. Ride-hailing programmes,
similar to carsharing, allow city inhabitants to travel
without the need to purchase a vehicle. For example, in
late 2020, Uber launched a pilot programme in Berlin
seeking to deploy electric e-Golf cars for their operations.59 The local public transport authority of Berlin, also
operates the Berlkönig programme which offers electric
vans as a ride-hailing service.60 Clevershuttle, another
ride-hailing service, operates in Leipzig offering rides
55
56
57
58
59
60

Magiczny Kraków (2020 a).
Magiczny Kraków (2021 a).
Solaris (2020).
green-news.pl (2021).
Electrive (2020 a).
BVG (2018).

via electric vans.61 FREE NOW, a taxi hailing service that
operates in Berlin, Stuttgart, Leipzig, Warsaw, Krakow,
and Poznan, has pledged to operate 50% of all rides via
fully electric vehicles by 2025 and aims to have net zero
operations by 2030.62 Most of these services outlined
above are provided as fully commercial, with no public
support from local or central governments.63
Electric vehicle information and education. Spreading
information and awareness to the public on electric vehicles is crucial to promote electric purchases and achieve
electromobility goals. Cities across Germany and Poland
have implemented various campaigns and measures
to provide more information on the benefits of electric
uptake. Examples of the various initiatives include the
“e-THF” electromobility showroom at the Tempelhofer
Feld in Berlin, a hands-on public display of the benefits
of electric vehicles as well as a showcase for scientific
research. Stuttgart has begun an awareness campaign
“Stuttgart steigt um” which provides information on sustainable mobility and local transportation initiatives.64 In
2017, Stuttgart began a pilot project of an electric driving
school. Since 2017, Stuttgart has put on the “electromobility action day” which promotes useful information to the
public on the benefits of electric vehicles and how they
function. The event offers hands-on experience as well
as presents electromobility plans.65 Since 2014, Leipzig
provides electromobility information to its residents via a
yearly rally called “Lipsia-e-motion” to promote awareness of electric vehicles and to display new electric models. Warsaw provides information via the city website
which details progress on electromobility development.
Furthermore, since 2017, the city has put on the “Electric
Vehicle Congress”. This event brings together scientists
and stakeholders to discuss new ideas and progress in the
electromobility transition. Krakow and Poznan both provide information via the city websites. Krakow additionally held the “Electromobility in Practice” training event
which gave participants additional information on how
to overcome challenges to electric uptake.66 Poznan held
the “Road to Electromobility” event which showcases new
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electric models and technology to the public, attracting
over 130,000 participants.67
Table 2 summarizes policy measures and their implementation in the six German and Polish cities selected here
for in-depth local policy analysis. Some of the policies are
typically adopted at national levels, such as tax benefits
for the purchase and operation of an electric vehicle,
shown in dark green. Other measures have been implemtp (2019).

Analysis of selected national and local level policies with focus on six selected
German and Polish cities

Berlin
Cars: 17%,
~11,000 total
Vans: 2%, ~250 total
Stuttgart
Cars: 20%,
~9,000 total
Vans: 4%, ~70 total
Leipzig
Cars: 12%,
~1,700 total
Vans: 1%, ~20 total
Warsaw
Cars: 2%,
~2,000 total
Vans: 1%, ~20 total
Krakow
Cars: 2%,
~600 total
Vans: 2%, ~50 total
Poznan
Cars: 2%, ~600 total
Vans: 2%, ~60 total
National EV promotion action

Agora Verkehrswende | 12/21; Source: ICCT
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Local EV promotion action

National and local EV promotion action

Electric vehicle information and
education

Municipal electric vehicle fleet integration programmes

Strategic actions

EV strategies, fleet integrations,
and public awareness raising

Electric vehicle goals

Private home and workplace charger
promotions for electric vehicles

Public charger promotions for electric vehicles

Electric vehicle road infrastructure
use and access benefits

EV charging
infrastructure
deployment

Electric vehicle charging benefits

Electric vehicle parking benefits

Electric vehicle benefits for companies (employers and employees)

Electric vehicle ownership tax
benefits

Electric vehicle registration tax
benefits

PHEV purchase benefits

City
Share and total
new electric
(battery electric
and plug-in hybrid
electric) car and
van registrations
in 2020

BEV purchase benefits

EV purchase and operation

Table 2

Electric vehicle sharing and hailing
operations

67

mented at local levels, displayed in lighter green. Some
actions are based on national level legal frameworks or
programmes but implemented at local levels as well such
as parking benefits for electric vehicles or public charger
promotion programmes. Those actions are highlighted in
the table in dashed green colors. Of the policies analysed,
most have also been adopted in the six leading electric
vehicle cities selected in terms of 2020 new electric vehicle registrations in their respective countries.

4 | Further factors influencing electric
vehicle adoption
Understanding beneficial and hindering boundary conditions can help policy makers address the main barriers
to electric vehicle uptake. Common barriers include high
costs, low electric vehicle model availability, sparse charging infrastructure deployment, and other specific locallevel barriers. These subjects are analysed in more detail in
the following section. A qualitative literature assessment
was paired with local stakeholder interviews from the
cities of focus to make up the base of the analysis.
One-time purchase incentives make electric cars
cost competitive or less expensive in Germany compared to petrol and diesel cars, while in Poland they
bear higher costs
To evaluate the effects of taxes, tax breaks, and one-time
purchase incentives on the total cost of ownership for
newly purchased cars and vans we choose comparable
petrol, diesel, PHEV, and BEV versions of the Volkswagen Golf, the best-selling passenger car model in the EU.
The costs are shown over a period of 4 years, discounted
at 6% for annual cost components, and assume private
holders. In the absence of registration tax, the cost comparison includes the one-time costs of car purchase (base
price, VAT, excise duty, registration fee), ownership taxes,
and fuel costs, differentiated by pre-tax and taxed price.
Information on fuel consumption is based on the Worldwide harmonized Light vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP).
Fuel prices reflect average values for 2020, and electricity prices for household consumers with a consumption
between 5,000 kWh and 15,000 kWh were applied, based
on average prices in Germany and Poland in 2020. We
also assume that private holders charge their electric car
only at home. For all vehicle types, we consider vehicles
to be driven 13,000 km per year due to lack of specific
data by fuel type for Poland. Results reflect purchase and
tax benefits for the year 2020 to compare with electric
vehicle uptake in that year and potential supporting or
hindering factors. In the case of bonus payments, the
base prices are adopted accordingly and do not reflect the
initial purchase price at the car dealers.

Figure 7 shows the results for a German consumer purchasing a new passenger car in 2020, before and after the
introduction of the COVID-19 stimulus package, which
resulted in increased governmental bonus amounts for
BEVs and FCEVs. Prior to its introduction in the first half
of 2020, the BEV Volkswagen Golf ID.3 was cost-competitive with the petrol Volkswagen Golf and less expensive than a diesel variant over a 4-year holding period.
The PHEV Volkswagen Golf was only cost-competitive
with the diesel version of the Volkswagen Golf. After
the introduction of the COVID-19 stimulus package in
June 2020 with increased governmental bonus amounts,
the PHEV bears the same costs as a comparable petrol
version of the Volkswagen Golf over 4-years. The BEV
Volkswagen is about €3,500 less expensive than the petrol version in 4-years. Despite waivers on ownership tax
for BEVs in Germany, the effect is marginal. It is primarily the purchase incentive that brings down the costs of
BEVs and PHEVs.
The same comparison for Poland derives different results.
In most of 2020, the reference year for the analysis, the bonus payment would not have applied to the
BEV Volkswagen Golf since the base price would have
exceeded the price cap for receiving the incentive at
car purchase (Figure 8, left). Consequently, the BEV and
PHEV versions of the Volkswagen Golf are significantly
higher in costs over 4-years than the comparable petrol
and diesel versions. The waivers on excise tax for BEVs
have a marginal effect on the 4-year ownership costs and
lower consumptions costs for fuel compared to electricity use cannot bring down the cost significantly. Over
a 4-year holding period, the BEV Volkswagen Golf ID.3
bears higher costs of about €12,000. Despite a lower base
price, the PHEV Volkswagen Golf is also higher in costs
by about €7,500 in 4 years. With the new subsidy scheme
introduced in mid-2021, granting a one-time subsidy of
€4,100, but raising the price cap from €27,400 to €49,200,
the BEV would become cost competitive with the comparable PHEV version but would be still more expensive
than the petrol or diesel version (Figure 8, right).
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4-year consumer ownership costs for comparable passenger cars in Germany by fuel type
before and after the introduction of the COVID-19 stimulus package in June 2020
Until June 2020
(before stimulus package)
€2,250 bonus
by government
+
€2,678 bonus
(gross) by car
manufacturers

4-year consumer ownership costs [€]

50,000

€3,000 bonus
by government
+
€3,570 bonus
(gross) by car
manufacturers

Figure 7

From June 2020
(stimulus package)
€4,500 bonus
by government
+
€2,6780 bonus
(gross) by car
manufacturers

€6,000 bonus
by government
+
€3,570 bonus
(gross) by car
manufacturers
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Agora Verkehrswende | 12/2021; Notes: CO2 values based on WLTP; Source: ICCT

Model availability of electric passenger cars and
vans is significantly higher in Germany than in
Poland
Adequate numbers of electric vehicle models on the market can help spur electric vehicle demand, lower purchase
costs, and create competition amongst vehicle manufacturers. Development of new electric vehicle models are
often driven by higher vehicle standards and national
support policies. Here we display the number of electric vehicle models for battery electric vehicles, plug-in
hybrid electric vehicles, and battery electric van models
for Germany and Poland. As a proxy, we use the number
of different models registered and count in only those
which had more than 20 new registrations per month.
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Figure 9 shows monthly battery electric model availability in Germany and Poland in 2020. Germany had higher
amounts of battery electric vehicle models registered at
the end of 2020 compared to the beginning of the year.
Model availability through the year ranged from under
25 to over 40 battery electric options to choose from. In
May 2020, Germany saw the lowest levels of new model
registrations, however, by December, the total available
models reached over 40. The partial dip in May can in
part be attributed to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
which resulted in lower levels of global economic activity.
However, after May, overall model availability increased
gradually and peaked at the end of the year. In Poland,
battery electric vehicle model registrations did not follow
such a clear trend throughout the year. Overall, the model
availability ranged from under 5 models to over 10 models
in 2020. Like Germany, the lowest point of new electric
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4-year consumer ownership costs for comparable passenger cars in Poland
by fuel type in 2020 (left) and 2021 (right)

Figure 8
From July 2021
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vehicle model registration occurred near April and May,
likely due to the pandemic. However, in September new
model registrations peaked at 10 models, with the end of
the year seeing slightly lower rates of availability.
PHEVs saw significantly more available models in
Germany compared to BEVs (Figure 10). During 2020,
the range of vehicles went from just below 40 available models to over 60 by the end of the year. This trend
followed that of the battery electric vehicles, with the
highest month occurring in December and the lowest in
April and May. Despite higher amounts of PHEV models
available, this did not necessarily lead to higher uptakes
in PHEVs compared to BEVs. New BEV registrations were
above PHEVs in Germany by the end of 2020. Poland,

unlike Germany, had higher available models of BEVs,
with PHEVs ranging from 2 to 6 models in 2020. Despite
the relatively lower amount of available PHEV models
compared to BEVs, Poland had a higher PHEV uptake at
the end of 2020.
Battery electric vans see lower levels of available models
compared to both BEVs and PHEVs (Figure 11). During
2020, Germany had a range of 3 to 10 available BEV van
models, seeing its lowest points in July and August and
peaking in November. Poland saw only 1 electric van
model that recorded greater than 20 registrations, which
was observed in December 2020.
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New battery electric vehicle model registrations in Germany and Poland in 2020

Figure 9
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New plug-in hybrid electric vehicle model registrations in Germany and Poland in 2020

Figure 10
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New plug-in hybrid electric vehicle model registrations in Germany and Poland in 2020

Figure 11
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In the European context, Poland has a comparably
high percentage of fast charging points while Germany scores on average lower also in terms of fast
charging on the highway network
Understanding public charging infrastructure deployment can assist in removing charging bottlenecks and
improve consumer confidence with electric vehicles.
Public charging deployment varies among cities and
countries based on varying socio-economic factors and
local policies in place. To best understand how Germany
and Poland compare to other European nations, we display public charging infrastructure deployment for both
countries and relate them to the European context using
different metrics.
Normal- and high-power public charging points have
developed significantly throughout Europe since 2010.
This is in part due to the increased charging demand as
well as increased funding coming from national governments. In 2010, only 3,200 normal public charging
points were available across Europe, the majority located
in Norway, and no high-powered charging points were
publicly accessible. Compared to the numbers in 2020,
with over 246,000 normal-power public charging points
and over 37,600 high-power charging points, the growth
trajectory was significant. Normal-power charging

points still hold the majority compared to the high-power
public options; however, these levels vary at the national
and regional level.
The charging infrastructure development, as well as
new BEV and PHEV registration shares across Europe
for the year 2020, are displayed in Figure 12. Across the
respective European countries, charging infrastructure
varies in charging points per 100 km² of highways, as well
as the percentage of public fast charging points and fast
charging points per 100 km of highway. Countries with
the highest public recharging points per 100 km² did not
necessarily have the highest uptake in electric registration shares. For example, Norway had a nearly 80%
new electric vehicle registration share in 2020 but had
a lower public charging point per 100 km² compared to
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Liechtenstein. Despite
this, Norway saw high levels of public recharging points
per 100 km of highway. Moreover, countries like Latvia,
the Czech Republic, and Lithuania saw a high percentage
of high-power public recharging points but still had lower
electric registration shares than other European nations.
Additionally, electric vehicles per public charging point
is an important element to the discussion. The European Commission has recommended 1 public charging
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Public charging infrastructure deployment in Germany and Poland in 2020
based on different metrics compared to other European countries
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point for every 10 electric vehicles. As it stands, many
countries exceed this limit, including Iceland, Portugal,
Malta, and Ireland. Yet, despite this, some of those who do
exceed the recommended amount are still observing high
rates of new registrations. Germany and Poland both saw
under 20 electric cars per public charging points making
them closer to the European Commission’s recommendation in comparison to other nations.
Germany has much higher public charging infrastructure deployment than Poland
Widespread public charging infrastructure deployment is
necessary to provide adequate charging opportunities to
electric vehicle users. Continued development of charging points will help support the transition away from
combustion engine cars. This section illustrates the total
public charging infrastructure per million inhabitants of
Germany and Poland as a proxy for the density of the network. The data is overlayed across the 401 German and
73 Polish regions outlined in light grey with federal and
national states and provinces outlined in dark grey.
For Germany, the scale ranges from less than 250 charging points per million population to over 1,600 (Figure 13).
In general, Germany displays higher public charging
infrastructure deployment outside urban regions. The
top 5 urban regions in Germany include Landau in der
Pfalz (about 1,400 charging points per million population),
Stuttgart, Essen, Munich, and Baden-Baden, all situated
in the southern or western parts of Germany.
In Poland, the public charging infrastructure network is
less dense (Figure 14). The scale goes from less than 25
per million inhabitants to more than 200. Urban regions
saw higher numbers of chargers per million inhabitants
in Poland than outside urban regions. The top 5 urban
regions in public charging infrastructure density in
Poland include the city of Katowicki (almost 500 charging points per million inhabitants), Trójmiejski, Kraków,
Poznan, and Gliwicki.

Local stakeholders rate costs, model availability,
charging infrastructure deployment, and awareness
as key in electric vehicle adoption
Benefits and barriers to electromobility are highly
affected by local economic and social circumstances.
Electric vehicle uptake is influenced through policy but
also by the specific regional conditions. Costs, model
availability, charging infrastructure deployment, and
awareness, all play a large role. It is necessary to understand how these conditions affect electric vehicle uptake
in urban regions, and we explored these conditions by
interviewing ten experts from the cities of Berlin, Warsaw, Krakow, and Stuttgart. The following results reflect
key opinions and statements by the local stakeholders
in terms of supporting and hindering factors in terms of
electric vehicle adoption.
Costs. Many consumers believe that purchase and operation cost gaps remain a barrier to electric vehicle uptake
in Germany. Increased awareness on true cost gaps could
be achieved to overcome this perceived barrier. Other
aspects of costs related to infrastructure development in
Germany remain limiting. Stakeholders in Stuttgart and
Berlin suggested that the costs of implementing charging
infrastructure stations, especially in private homes, could
prevent the needed acquisition of a widely accessible
charging infrastructure network. As it stands, no further
local policy instruments are envisioned for the city of
Stuttgart or Berlin to reduce these infrastructure costs.
In Warsaw and Krakow, the cost gap between electric
vehicles and non-electric vehicles does remain a barrier
to electric uptake. In Poland, higher upfront investments
burden consumers, however, this could be alleviated via a
steady and strong national purchase incentive to reduce
electric vehicle costs. Additionally, changing market
dynamics and increased electric production capabilities could aid in driving down costs. For example, the
construction of more electric production facilities within
Europe could increase supply and reduce import tariffs,
thereby lowering total purchase costs.
Model availability. Lack of sufficient numbers of affordable models across the German and Polish markets could
reduce purchase rates of electric vehicles. City experts
in Stuttgart, Berlin, and Warsaw suggest that more
affordable models on the market could increase electric
vehicle uptake in their regions. Some progress has been
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Total public charging infrastructure per million inhabitants in German regions;
urban regions are highlighted in black with the top 5 urban regions for charging
infrastructure deployment density labeled

Figure 13

Boundaries of federal states
Region boundaries
(district and district free cities)
Urban regions
< 250

750–1,000

250–500

1,000–1,500

500–750

> 1,500

Essen 1,130

Landau in der Pfalz 1,407

Baden-Baden 887

Stuttgart 1,196

Agora Verkehrswende | 12/2021; Source: Rajon Bernard, et al. (2021)
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München 949
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Total public charging infrastructure per million inhabitants in Poland regions;
urban regions are highlighted in black with the top 5 urban regions for charging
infrastructure deployment density labeled

Figure 14

Trójmiejski 168

Poznań 121

Boundaries of province
Region boundaries
(district)
Urban regions
< 25

100–150

25–50

150–200

50–100

> 200

Gliwicki 121

Katowicki 474

Kraków 131

Agora Verkehrswende | 12/2021; Source: Rajon Bernard, et al. (2021)
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made, for example, with the unveiling of the Volkswagen
ID.3, however, higher model availability could potentially
increase electric vehicle uptake. As many consumers buy
second-hand cars and more affordable models, lack of
affordable models might prevent electric development in
Warsaw, despite a willingness to drive electric. A push
to develop a Polish electric vehicle brand has been made
by the national government, however, it is unclear if this
could alleviate the availability limitations. Experts in Berlin are hopeful about the future of model availability due
to increased legal pressure on car manufacturers to reduce
emissions and adhere to environmental regulations.
Charging infrastructure deployment. As it currently
stands, charging infrastructure remains a burden to
electric uptake in Stuttgart and Berlin. Higher numbers
of charging stations would be needed to keep up with
increasing demand of electric vehicle users. City planners attempt to distribute charging infrastructure evenly
across the city based on population distribution as well
as jobs, with a focus on maximizing charging points
in the city area. The German Building Electromobility
Infrastructure Act and the Apartment Modernization Act
allow for private individuals to install charging points
within their own residence; however, this process can
be cost intensive and complex. Experts in Berlin cited
that long wait times for electric charging installation
might be a hindering factor to infrastructure development. Stuttgart has additionally implemented a model of
charging infrastructure deployment, like Berlin, where
private companies can construct charging points on
public property. While this approach increases the number of charging points, some legal issues regarding fair
competition and antitrust laws are not clear. Additionally,
experts imply that increased European wide standards
for charging stations would be beneficial especially for
cities, like Stuttgart, that are in driving distance to other
nations. Lack of charging infrastructure in districts with
a majority of multi-dwelling buildings is also likely a
barrier to Warsaw and Krakow, especially in the outskirts
of both cities. Public charging points (low power AC
chargers) would need to be developed mainly on parking
plots around multi-dwelling buildings to keep up with
the rising demand of electric vehicles as purchase rates
continue to rise. In Warsaw, public charging points exist
mainly in park and ride and shopping center facilities
across the city center, however, overnight public charg-
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ing at parking plots should be made more accessible. The
city council has plans to establish an additional 1,000
points to comply with the Act on Electromobility and
Alternative Fuels.
Awareness. A lack of understanding of the benefits and
regulations surrounding electric vehicles stands as a
major barrier to electromobility in Berlin, Stuttgart,
Krakow, and Warsaw. Confusion regarding requirements
regarding national and local policies remain among
consumers as well as some government administrators.
Establishing clearer standards for city and local policy
makers could assist in reacting to and implementing
federal and national initiatives and laws. Experts in
Stuttgart suggested that many local-level administrators
were unclear about some of the nationwide initiatives
and suggested that a universal approach provided by
the national government to more local institutions could
help reduce potential irritation. Experts in Berlin cited
disinformation campaigns and unreliable news sources
as factors that might prevent faster electric vehicle
adoption. Consumer awareness and education around
electric vehicles should also increase in Warsaw to
promote electromobility. Warsaw is already a member of
the C40 city leadership group, which commits the city to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions as well as increasing
adaptability to climate change impacts. This membership
increases exchange with international cities on electromobility and has also led it to take actions as part of the
C40 cities Green and Healthy Streets Declaration. This
declaration commits the city council to increasing usage
of electric buses as well as incorporating a zero-emission
zone by 2030. City experts explain that while younger
generations have a positive view of electric vehicles and
their benefits to the environment, higher awareness of
the rest of the population will benefit the city.

5|B
 est-practice city examples:
Berlin, Stuttgart, Warsaw, and Krakow
Established good practices in terms of local policies can
set an example to for other cities on how to increase
uptake in their respective regions. In this section, we
highlight policies and actions that are implemented in
four cities across Germany and Poland which have a
leading share of electric vehicles. These cities include the
German cities of Berlin and Stuttgart and the Polish cities
of Warsaw and Krakow. We first examine the development of the electric vehicle markets in each city. This
includes analyzing the growth of the total number and
shares of electric vehicles for BEVs and PHEVs from 2019
to 2020. We also look at holding groups and the fuel types
to better understand market trends for 2020. It is important to note that registration data will not always reflect
the current usage of electric vehicles in the city in which
they were registered. For example, cities can be seats of
major leasing companies which will register a vehicle in
one location only to transfer the vehicle to another city.
Absolute public charging infrastructure maps for the
four cities of focus are shown to give a sense of charging availability and its spatial distribution. Finally, we
dive deeper into the local policies of the respective cities
and describe how these might have positively impacted
electric vehicle uptake.
BERLIN: With 17% of new passenger cars registered
being electric cars, their uptake was 4 percentage
points above the German average in 2020; companies dominate in their registrations; public charging
infrastructure is concentrated in the inner-city areas
Berlin, the capital and largest city in Germany with over
3.6 million inhabitants, has seen continued growth in
electric vehicle uptake. In 2020, the city saw a total of
almost 11,000 electric passenger cars registered resulting in a share of 17%. Berlin saw a higher uptake in 2020
compared to the German average, which stood at 13%.
However, differences still exist between user holding groups68 and fuel types in terms of rates of vehicle
uptake, for example, some groups show a preference
for PHEVs over BEVs. To continue the electric vehicle
growth, the city has enacted several unique policies

68 User holding group denotes the specific demographics of
the vehicle consumer group (i.e. private individuals, car
dealerships, etc.)

including the WELMO funding programme, as well as
extending its charging infrastructure network.
The yearly development of BEVs and PHEVs is important
to distinguish as BEVs emit lower levels of emissions
through their lifecycle compared to PHEVs.69 In Berlin,
from the years 2019 to 2020, total new BEV registrations
rose from about 4,000 to almost 5,000 and new PHEV
registrations rose from almost 1,500 to 6,000 (Figure 14).
The share of BEVs and PHEVs rose from almost 5% to 8%
and from almost 2% to 9%, respectively, between 2019
and 2020. The largest growth was seen amongst PHEVs
which in this period saw an increase by more than 7
percentage points. This shows that while both electric
vehicle types are experiencing growth, there was a slight
preference for PHEVs between 2019 and 2020.
In 2020, new electric passenger car registrations in Berlin saw a relatively high distribution among companies
(Figure 16, right). The highest new registration shares of
electric passenger cars belonged to company cars (here
referred to as true fleets as it excludes short-term rentals
and registrations by car manufacturers and dealerships) at 46%. New electric vehicle registrations were
the second highest amongst private individuals which
accounted for 33% of new electric passenger car registrations. The lowest share belonged to short term rentals, car
manufacturers, and dealerships, with 21% of the share. If
comparing with new registrations of all passenger cars in
Berlin by holding groups, private registrations dominated
with 40% of total new passenger car registrations in
2020 versus 33% if looking at new electric passenger car
registrations.
Figure 17 illustrates new passenger car registrations for
Berlin in 2020 further differentiated by fuel type and
the various user groups. Amongst private individuals,
13% of the newly registered passenger cars were electric
vehicles, with a slight preference towards BEVs at 7% and
PHEVs at 6%. Short term rentals, OEMs, and dealerships
had slightly higher registration rates of electric vehicles
at 16% with even uptake amongst BEVs and PHEVs. The
share of newly registered electric passenger cars for true

69

Wappelhorst; Bieker (2021).
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Total and share of new electric passenger car registrations in Berlin in 2019 and 2020
Berlin

Berlin
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Share of new electric vehicle registrations [%]

Total new electric vehicle registrations
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New passenger car registration shares in Berlin in 2020 by holder group for the entire
passenger car market (left) and electric passenger car registrations specifically
Berlin

Berlin

(n=65,907)

(n=10,885)

Figure 16
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Private
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True fleets

Agora Verkehrswende | 12/2021; Source: Dataforce
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Figure 17

New passenger car registration shares in Berlin by holder group and fuel type in 2020
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fleets70 (in the following referred to as “company cars”)
were highest at a total of 20%, with 13% of the registration shares made up from PHEVs. Overall, companies
purchased new electric passenger cars at the highest
percentage and private individuals had the lowest rates.
However, a large proportion of new cars were still petrol
cars and for company fleets (true fleets) also diesel cars.
In terms of public charging infrastructure to further
spur the uptake of electric vehicles, Berlin had installed
about 1,600 normal and about 100 fast charging stations by the end of 2020 throughout the city. Charging
distribution for the city of Berlin by the end of 2020 was
relatively widespread with a concentration in the inner
city, reflecting neighborhoods with higher population
70

True fleet data includes company cars, long-term rentals,
leased vehicles, taxis, and cars belonging to driving schools,
public administrations, and diplomats. In the following, we
refer to them as “company cars”.

concentrations. Further outside the city charging points
were more disperse yet largely concentrated on main
roads, as shown in Figure 18. In general, most of the
charging points were normal, but fast charging points
existed and were, in general, evenly spread throughout
the various neighborhoods. Note that many charging
points existed in the middle of the city where many
businesses and companies operate.
The success of the increased electric vehicle registrations in Berlin can in part be attributed to several
initiatives occurring within the city. For example, the
WELMO programme, funding by the Senate Department
for Economics, Energy, and Enterprises, grants small and
medium-sized companies purchase incentives for electric vans. Funding to companies assists in electric vehicle
uptake by not only promoting the electric market, but
also encouraging corporations to install charging infrastructure to support electric vehicles. The programme has
been highly successful according to the Berlin Senator for
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Absolute charging infrastructure deployment in Berlin 2020

Figure 18

Esri, HERE, Garmin,
(c) OpenStreetMap

City boundaries

Normal charging points

Fast charging points

Agora Verkehrswende | 12/2021; Source: EcoMovement

Economic Affairs and can be used in conjunction with
the national environmental bonus.
On top of this development programme, Berlin has
created specific guidelines to best develop the city’s
charging infrastructure network. This occurs through
the German institute for Standardization, which has
established four main guidelines for this development.
These include that the design of charging points should
be focused on traffic links and major roads and compatible with the electric network. Additionally, the German
institute for Standardization aims to make the charging
infrastructure as efficient and user-friendly as possible
as to provide the most benefits to electric vehicle drivers.
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The charging infrastructure also incorporates what is
known as the “Berliner Model” which involves private
landowners in the development of charging stations. The
use of private land for public charging infrastructure
rather than public land is an attempt to preserve public
spaces in the city for other uses, as the Berlin Senate
describes, much of the public land is already reserved
for passenger cars in the form of parking spaces or petrol
stations.71
Berlin has also implemented an LEZ in the city, limiting
which vehicles may travel in the zone. The restrictions
are in force 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and was
71

SenUKV (2021).

Agora Verkehrswende | Best-practice city examples:Berlin, Stuttgart, Warsaw, and Krakow

established by the city to reduce levels of harmful air
pollutants. While the zone still allows some combustion
engine vehicles to pass through, having an established
LEZ can make the transition to a zero-emission zone
easier, which would largely benefit electric vehicle drivers. The city zone enforces the minimum standard of a
diesel Euro 4 and has since July 2019 included route bans
beneath diesel Euro 6 models.72 To further improve local
air quality by also stimulating electric vehicles, Berlin is
planning a ZEZ in “medium-term”.

the city’s sustainable mobility plan and incorporation of
electric vehicles into the municipal fleets.

Lastly, Berlin is a member of the C40 city initiative. This
membership involves special knowledge sharing on
sustainable initiatives and includes participation in declarations towards clean mobility. In 2020, Berlin signed
the Clean Bus Declaration which aims to increase levels
of low or zero emission buses in the city and invites the
cooperation between electric bus manufacturers and city
governments. Berlin also signed the green and healthy
streets declaration, which aims to transform city policies
to reduce the number of combustion engine vehicles on
the road while simultaneously promoting zero emission
vehicles. This involves reporting progress on goals every
two years.

The large increase in PHEVs in Stuttgart can partially be
attributed to the difference in registration rates among
the various holder groups. Short term rentals, OEMs, and
dealerships accounted for 50% of all newly registered
electric passenger cars in 2020 (Figure 20, right). Company car (true fleet) registrations were the second highest
holder group, accounting for 30% of new electric passenger car registrations, and private individuals accounted
for 20%. The distribution among different holder groups
was similar for all new passenger car registrations in
Stuttgart in 2020 (Figure 20, left).

STUTTGART: With 20% of new passenger cars
registered being electric cars, their uptake was
7 percentage points above the German average
in 2020; short-term rentals, manufacturers, and
dealerships dominate in their registrations; public
charging infrastructure is concentrated in several
Stuttgart neighborhoods
The city of Stuttgart is a major auto manufacturing
city and the capital of the southwestern German state,
Baden-Wuerttemberg. The total population of the city
area stood at over 634,000 inhabitants in 2019 and had
above German average rates of new electric passenger car registrations at 20% in 2020. The total electric
passenger car registrations stood at over 9,000 in 2020.
Differences exist among electric vehicle registrations
rates with a stronger growth of PHEVs from 2019 to
2020. Electric vehicle user groups also were slightly less
balanced with short-term rentals, OEMs, and dealerships
accounting for 50% of new electric vehicle registrations
in 2020. Many initiatives have been enacted by Stuttgart
to increase the rate of electric vehicle uptake, such as
72

The development of the electric passenger car market
in Stuttgart from 2019 to 2020 saw a higher growth of
PHEVs compared to BEVs. From 2019 to 2020, total new
BEV registrations rose from about 1,000 to over 3,000
and total PHEVs rose from almost 1,400 to over 6,000
(Figure 19, left). This led to a share percentage rise from 2%
to 6% for BEVs and 2% to 13% for PHEVs (Figure 19, right).

Looking further into the passenger car holder group and
fuel type data, we see that private individuals in Stuttgart
were the only group to purchase BEVs at a higher rate
of 9% versus 8% for PHEVs (Figure 21). Companies (true
fleets) held the second highest shares of BEV registrations at 6% and short-term rentals, OEMS, and dealership
had the lowest shares at 5%. Both accounted for higher
shares of new PHEV registrations in 2020 of 14% and
16%, respectively. Also in Stuttgart, new car registrations
are dominated by petrol and diesel cars.

Urban Access Regulations (2021 b).
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Total and share of new electric passenger car registrations in Stuttgart in 2019 and 2020
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New passenger car registration shares in Stuttgart in 2020 by holder group for the entire
passenger car market (left) and electric passenger car registrations specifically
Stuttgart
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New passenger car registration shares in Stuttgart by holder group and fuel type in 2020

Figure 21
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Figure 22 displays the absolute charging infrastructure
deployment for the city of Stuttgart. By the end of 2020,
there were about 700 normal and over 60 fast charging points available in the city. Most charging points
occurred in the city center with some clusters along main
roads in the north, east, and south of the city. Generally,
neighborhoods outside the city center saw slightly lower
concentrations of charging points, however, this can
potentially be attributed to a higher presence of single
homes where home charging is likely more available.
Also, most public charging infrastructure contained
normal rather than fast charging points.

electric vehicles, with over 1,000 public charging points
planned to be completed by the end of 2021.73 They also
wish to increase the level of privately funded charging points across the city that are publicly accessible.
The city’s electricity provider offers regular updates on
new charging infrastructure deployment and provides
live information on which charging stations are available for use.74 The special action plan also incorporates
the conversion of the city municipal fleets to low- or
zero-emission vehicles in order to ensure adherence to
the sustainable mobility plan. As of March 2021, the city
owns and operates 11 HEVs, 72 BEVs, and 19 e-scooters.75

Stuttgart has established several local policies concerning electromobility. The city government has created
a special transportation action plan that contains over
100 measures with the main goals of reducing air and
noise pollution as well as increasing the overall sustainability of the region. Specifically, it calls for an increase in
public charging points to satisfy the growing demand of

73
74
75

Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (2021 a).
Stadtwerke Stuttgart (2021).
Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (2021 b).
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In 2021, the city plans to add an additional 46 electric
vans and cars to the fleet.

maintain compliance, drivers, including commuters and
visitors, must display a green sticker or be fined €80.76

In 2008, Stuttgart established an LEZ encompassing
the entire city. Since 2019, the minimum standard to
drive through is emission class Euro 5 or better for diesel
vehicles. In 2020, the city introduced a second, so-called
“small LEZ” zone in the city center and select districts
outside the city center. The “small LEZ” is embedded in
the city-wide LEZ and is a zonal traffic ban on diesel
vehicles of emission class Euro 5 and worse, i.e. diesel
vehicles of emission class Euro 6 are not affected. To help

In 2012, Stuttgart introduced the “Sonderparkausweise,”
a special parking license system which allowed fully
electric vehicles to park at public parking spots without
paying fees. This was replaced by the federal e-license
plate programme in 2015, which allows free electric
vehicle parking in the city.77

76
77

Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (2021 c).
Stuttgarter Nachrichten (2015).

Absolute charging infrastructure deployment in Stuttgart 2020

Figure 22
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WARSAW: With 1.9% of new passenger cars
registered being electric cars, their uptake was the
same as for Poland in 2020; companies dominate in
their registrations; public charging infrastructure is
sparsely distributed
Warsaw is the capital and largest city in Poland with
over 1.7 million inhabitants. Air pollution continues to be
a challenge to the city, with high numbers of diesel and
petrol combustion engine vehicles contributing to the
smog. To fight this, the city government has implemented
policies to increase electromobility and has seen a
gradual increase in electric vehicle registrations. The city
saw higher levels of new PHEV than BEV registrations
from 2019 to 2020. In 2020, Warsaw registered almost
2,000 new electric passenger cars with a total electric
registration share of 1.9%, equal to the national average.
The overall electric user groups are largely made up of
companies rather than private individuals, however, the
city would like to change this via policy instruments
such as the “Eco Card” programme. This programme promotes private individual use by allowing electric vehicles
to park at park and ride parks outside of normal hours in
order to utilize free charging overnight.78
Figure 23 shows total new electric vehicle registration
development from 2019 to 2020 for BEVs and PHEVs.
Total new BEV registrations grew from over 800 to
almost 900 and PHEVs increased from almost 500 vehicles to over 1,000 (Figure 23, left). The share increased
from 0.6% to 0.8% for new BEV registrations and 0.3%
to 1.1% for PHEVs (Figure 23, right). Overall, Warsaw has
seen a stronger growth of PHEVs from 2019 to 2020.
In Warsaw, new electric passenger car registrations
in 2020 were largely made up by with a share of 58%
(Figure 24, right). This was less than for all new passenger car registrations, where companies recorded 70% of
the total (Figure 24, left). Short term rentals, OEMs, and
dealerships made up 37% of new electric vehicle registrations in 2020 versus 21% for all new passenger car
registrations. Only 5% of new electric passenger cars
were registered by private individuals. However, private
individual shares of new electric cars registrations do not
deviate much from the overall trend for all new passenger
car registrations, as private individuals made up 9% of
new registrations there.
78

Warszawa 19115 (2021).

Among the holding groups in Warsaw, electric vehicle
uptake is relatively balanced between BEVs and PHEVs,
yet at low levels. True fleets and private individuals both
had a 2% share of BEVs and PHEVs amongst the various
registered vehicle fuel types. Short term rentals, OEMs,
and dealerships had slightly higher levels of electric
vehicle shares at 4% (Figure 25). The majority of new cars
is still powered by petrol and diesel independent of the
user group.
To support electric vehicle adoption, the extension of the
public charging infrastructure network is crucial. By the
end of 2020, charging points in Warsaw were sparsely
distributed. Those installed across the city focused along
major roads (Figure 26). In total, over 150 normal and
almost 40 fast public charging points where available for
electric vehicle drivers. Most charging points were concentrated in the city center, with some outlying districts
seeing few charging points.
As Warsaw continues to grow in terms of electromobility,
local-level policies help encourage continued electric
vehicle and charging infrastructure expansion. Derived
from the Act on Electromobility and Alternative Fuels,
electric vehicles have special access to over 250 bus lanes
throughout Warsaw, allowing electric vehicles to avoid
traffic and travel more seamlessly to their destination. In
order to help enforce this regulation, a sticker system was
implemented but has been replaced by the green number
plate system.79 Legal penalties are applied to combustion
engine vehicles not in compliance. No emission regulated
zones currently exist in Warsaw; however, the city has
pledged to make a portion of the city center a ZEZ by the
year 2030. This implementation is planned in reaction to
the proposed amendment to the Act on Electromobility.80
As mentioned, electric vehicles receive special parking
benefits through the city’s “Eco-Card” programme. With
an Eco-Card, users of electric vehicles can leave their
cars at any of the nine car parks located throughout
Warsaw, even outside of the opening hours. Moreover,
all car parks located throughout Warsaw are equipped
with charging stations which are available to use at no
additional charge.78 While the privilege of parking overnight is beneficial to electric vehicle owners, the limited
79 Moto.PL (2020).
80 Ministerstwo Klimatu i Środowiska (2020).
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Total and share of new electric passenger car registrations in Warsaw in 2019 and 2020
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New passenger car registration shares in Warsaw in 2020 by holder group for the
entire passenger car market (left) and electric passenger car registrations specifically
Warsaw

Warsaw

(n=105,343)

(n=2,016)

Figure 24

5%

9%
21%
37%

58%
70%

Private

True fleets

Agora Verkehrswende | 12/2021; Source: Dataforce

50

Short term rentals / OEMs / dealerships

Agora Verkehrswende | Best-practice city examples:Berlin, Stuttgart, Warsaw, and Krakow

New passenger car registration shares in Warsaw by holder group and fuel type in 2020

Figure 25
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availability of Eco-Cards can prevent some drivers from
accessing the benefit. Removing the obligation of the
Eco-Card can allow for easier access of public charging
stations and higher electric vehicle uptake.
In Warsaw, there are efforts by the city to develop charging infrastructure for electric vehicles. Planning of the
charger station placement has considered the opinions
of residents to accommodate their needs and is focused
on strategically placing stations near important locations
around the city (cultural landmarks, sport venues, schools
etc.). However, delays in building of charging points has
occurred due to non-binding legal obligations of the
upcoming version of the electromobility act which will
remove responsibility of construction from the construction partners.
Through several fleet initiatives, Warsaw has also
begun integrating electric vehicles into the city municipal fleets. DPD Polska, a delivery service operating in

Warsaw, plans to add 50 new electric bus vehicles to
their fleet with additional charging stations being built
in Krakow and Gdansk.81 The MZA, the bus operating
company of Warsaw, purchased 130 new electric buses
for their fleet, bringing the total to 160 electric buses. The
MZA is the largest electric bus operating company for
a city in eastern and central Europe to make use of EU
assistance funds, and the project initiative has received
positive public opinions due to the perceived reduction of
air and noise pollution.82
As the other cities previously mentioned, Warsaw is a
member of the C40 city leadership group. The mayorship of Warsaw is ranked as having strong powers in
regards to public transport, city roads, and urban land
use, displaying the local government’s ability to enact
electromobility changes. In addition, Warsaw has signed
81
82

Wrocław naszemiasto (2021).
mza (2020).
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Absolute charging infrastructure deployment in Warsaw 2020

Figure 26
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the Clean Bus Declaration and the Green and Healthy
Streets Declaration.83 Warsaw is also competing in the
2023 Green Capital of Europe Competition. This initiative
grants competing cities throughout Europe the title based
on the sustainable actions undertaken and are ranked
based on 12 environmental indicators, including air
quality, noise, and sustainable urban mobility.

Examining new passenger car registration shares by
fuel type, the overall distribution of electric cars ranged
between 1% and 2% for all holder groups. BEVs and
PHEVs accounted for about 1% of each holder group’s
share, apart from BEVs for short term rentals, OEMS, and
dealerships, which accounted for 2% of all new passenger
car registrations (Figure 29).

KRAKÓW: With 2.4% of new passenger cars registered being electric cars, their uptake was slightly
above the 1.9% Poland average in 2020; companies
dominate in their registrations; public charging infrastructure is sparsely distributed

Looking at public charging infrastructure deployment
in Krakow, the network was sparsely distributed by the
end of 2020 (Figure 30). There were about 70 normal and
30 fast public charging points across the city by the end
of 2020. Public charging points are mostly located along
main roads and intersections with a concentration of
normal charging points in the city center and fast charging point locations outside the center. Some neighborhoods in Krakow, particularly in the east, southeast, and
west did not have any charging points by the end of 2020.

Krakow is the second largest city in Poland, with a population of over 760,000 inhabitants in 2019. In past years,
the city has pledged to increase levels of electromobility
to help reduce air pollution and fight climate change. In
2020, the total share of newly registered electric vehicles
stood at 2.4%, with both BEVs and PHEVs accounting for
1.2% each. This put Krakow above the Polish average of
1.9% with about 600 total new electric vehicle registrations for 2020. Krakow is one of the top metropolitan
regions in Poland for new electric vehicle registrations
and this is in part due to the local policies the city has
passed, for example consistent municipal fleet electrification and the Smart City Polska initiative.
The electric passenger car market in Krakow has displayed steady growth in terms of total and shares of BEV
and PHEV vehicles from 2019 to 2020 (Figure 27). New
BEV registrations rose from over 80 to over 300 cars,
and new PHEV registrations increased from over 80 to
almost 300 cars (Figure 27, left). This led to a rise in new
registrations from 0.3% to 1.2% for both BEVs and PHEVs
(Figure 27, right).
In Krakow, new electric passenger car registration shares
varied by holder group in 2020 with true fleets accounting for the highest shares at 53% (Figure 28, right). Short
term rentals, OEMs, and dealerships accounted for 33%,
and private individuals were the smallest group at 14%.
The distribution was similar for all new passenger car
registrations in Krakow in 2020 (Figure 28, left).

83

C40 Cities (2021).

Krakow has several examples of city-government level
initiatives to support electric vehicle uptake. For example, the park and ride systems in Krakow are equipped
with charging points in important locations throughout
the city. There are currently four car park zones that are
equipped with accessible charging points which allow
free charging for electric vehicles while parked.84
The supreme audit office of Poland announced in
November 2020 that the city of Krakow had achieved
its goal of a 10% share of municipal vehicles with zero
emissions. It was noted that only 18% of Polish cities
had accomplished the goal at the time. This achievement
was in accordance with the Act on Electromobility and
Alternative Fuels, which obliges at least 10% zero-emission municipal vehicles by 2022.85 Moreover, electric
tele-buses have been tested in Krakow as a precursor to
the city’s plan to purchase 60 electric buses and an additional 50 articulated electric buses, utilizing EU funds
to finance this proposal. This will make Krakow among
the first cities in Poland to launch a bus line completely
operated by electric buses.86
Krakow employs the Smart City Polska initiative, which
operates under several stages to support electromobility
84 Elektromobilność (2020).
85 Magiczny Kraków (2020 b).
86 Magiczny Kraków (2021 b).
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Total and share of new electric passenger car registrations in Krakow in 2019 and 2020
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New passenger car registration shares in Krakow in 2020 by holder group for the
entire passenger car market (left) and electric passenger car registrations specifically
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Figure 29

New passenger car registration shares in Krakow by holder group and fuel type in 2020
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development. Among many diverse goals, the project
seeks to introduce additional charging infrastructure
to the city, enhance the electric car sharing system, and
connect relevant groups to cooperate.87 Krakow will also
participate in the green capital of Europe competition for
2023 therefore leading the city to focus on sustainable
initiatives for the upcoming years.
As a part of the E-mobility development strategy, the
mayor of Krakow invited the residents of the city to
participate in consultations on the ongoing electromobility projects. These consultations, which took place in
early 2021, aimed to involve stakeholders in the decision-making process and allowed the city to receive
feedback on the cost-benefit analysis strategy.88

87 Smart Cities Polska (2021).
88 Magiczny Kraków (2021 c).
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Absolute charging infrastructure deployment in Krakow 2020
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6 | Conclusions and recommendations
The analysis of the electric vehicle market in Germany
and Poland, as well as of policies at the EU and national
level that highly influence local level actions and electric vehicle uptake, show the complexity of the market,
including potential supporting and hindering factors.
While the electric vehicle market, specifically the passenger car segment, has increased significantly in Germany
in 2020, reaching 14% in 2020, likely largely supported
by tighter CO2 emission performance standards and
increased purchase incentives, the market in Poland is
still at a nascent stage, with 2% of new cars registered in
Poland in 2020 being a BEV or PHEV. Model availability
of new electric cars in Poland in 2020 was significantly
lower than the availability in Germany, reducing choices
for different use cases and user groups. The electrification
of the van segment is at a nascent stage in both markets
with only a few vehicle models available. This is likely a
result of less stringent CO2 emission performance standards at EU levels compared to cars, pushing automakers
less to bring electric vans on the market. Despite a small
market in terms of total new motor vehicles registered,
the electrification of the bus segment in terms of new registrations was particularly high in Poland with a market
share of 13% compared to 6% in Germany.
Developments were similar when looking at urban
regions only. New registrations of vehicles – here
passenger cars and vans – are still largely dominated
by internal combustion engine vehicles, particularly
in Poland, while in Germany 13% of new passenger
car registrations in urban regions were either a BEV
or PHEV. City-level uptake of electric vehicles is also
largely dependent on national or supra-national frameworks, including regulations, laws, and incentive and tax
policies. Yet, the analysis of selected city governments
shows the variety of measures that can be implemented
in urban settings to help electrifying car, van, and bus
fleets and address potential barriers in cost, charging
infrastructure deployment, and awareness.
The analysis and interviews with local stakeholder show
that there is still a misperception in terms of electric
vehicles. Topics of misinformation involve true costs of
operation and purchases, environmental impacts, and
driving distances. Information, education, and awareness
continue to play an important role in the electrification
of urban vehicle fleets. The cities analysed have adopted
a mix of measures to address this point.

• Communicating the benefits of electric vehicles.
Spreading information and awareness to the public
on electric vehicles is crucial to promoting electric
purchases and achieve electromobility goals. Cities across Germany and Poland have implemented
various measures to provide more information on the
benefits of electric uptake. Actions include showcase showrooms on electromobility, such as those
established in Berlin, and awareness raising campaigns, such as the “Stuttgart steigt um” in the city of
Stuttgart, provide information on sustainable mobility
and local transportation initiatives. Rallies or special
days dedicated to electromobility regularly take place
in Leipzig or Stuttgart. Krakow also held a training on
“Electromobility in Practice.” Additionally, a common
practice is providing information about electromobility on local authority webpages which helps to inform
and educate a broader audience. Continued efforts
are crucial as long as misperceptions exist regarding
electric vehicles.
• Fostering collaborations. Collaborations or initiatives
bringing together different stakeholders operating
in urban settings and beyond could help to foster
the exchange of lessons learned in the transition to
electric vehicles as well as potential supporting and
hindering factors. The cities analysed as part of this
study are involved in different local, regional, national,
or sub-national initiatives to best utilize actions taken
and policies adapted to electrify urban vehicle fleets
and support alternative modes of transportation.
Higher costs for the purchase of a new electric vehicle
are one of the main barriers of electric vehicle adoption. Particularly in Poland, the one-time subsidies for
BEVs by the government are not sufficient to make them
cost-competitive compared to their comparable international combustion engine counterparts.
To spur the purchase and operation of electric vehicles,
cities in Germany and Poland could consider the following measures at local levels:
• Introducing local electric vehicle parking and
charging benefits. Both Germany and Poland have a
national framework in place that allows municipalities and cities to grant or require parking benefits for
electric vehicle drivers. In Stuttgart, electric vehi-
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cles park for free without time limitations on public
streets and chargeable parking spaces whereas in
Berlin this privilege is only granted while charging. In
Poland, BEVs are legally exempt from parking fees in
municipal paid parking zones. Granting free parking
without paying fees could also support electric vehicle
adoption. In the center of Krakow for example, parking
costs are waived if driving a BEV. Free charging is less
common despite some park and ride parks in the cities
of Warsaw, Krakow, and Poznan not applying electric
vehicle charging fees. Particularly in the early adoption phase, these types of benefits could help to spur
the electrification of vehicle fleets in urban settings,
providing a cost advantage on fueling costs compared
to conventional vehicles.
• Implementing zero-emission zones. Many cities
in Germany have introduced low-emission zones
(LEZs), including the three cities of Berlin, Leipzig, and
Stuttgart which are analysed in more detail as part of
this study. Berlin also plans for a zero-emission zone
(ZEZ) in the inner-city area without having a set date
yet. Krakow introduced a ZEZ in the city center in
2019 but it was terminated after a few months. Only
allowing electric vehicles to certain parts or entire
city areas could help to spur their adaption. LEZs can
be effective in reducing transport related pollutant
emissions, yet the experience of German cities shows
that most vehicles – specifically combustion engine
vehicles – currently comply with the set emission
standards. Beyond the legal national frameworks
necessary to allow the implementation of ZEZs, key
stakeholders must also be considered. For example,
the protests of the LEZ in Krakow by business owners
show that stakeholder integration plays a key part in
raising awareness and acceptance. In addition, examples from other cities outside Germany and Poland
display that the implementation of such zones should
be accompanied by local measures to financially
support the acquisition of electric vehicles plus policy
actions supporting alternatives, particularly in terms
of private car use.
• Fostering electric vehicle adoption in shared fleets
and on-demand services. All six cities evaluated
have carsharing or ride-hailing offers in their cities
which provide electric vehicles. Yet, these services are
mostly fully commercial, with no support from local or
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central governments. An exception is the ride-sharing
service Berlkönig in Berlin, offered by the local public
transport operator in cooperation with ViaVan as an
addition to public transport to serve the last mile e.g.,
to public transport nods which are served less frequently. The service consists mostly of electric vans.
Such local electric on-demand services could also
help to reduce traffic and encourage the shift from
the private car. Local governments could also create
strategies for shared fleets that include electrification
goals. Cities should play an active role in fostering
electric adoption in carsharing and ride-hailing
services. Specific policies that can promote this shift
include coordinated awareness campaigns, ambitious
electrification goals, preferential parking options, and
priority lane access to electric ride-hailing fleets.
• Introducing local level electric vehicle subsidies.
While subsidies for the purchase of new electric
vehicles are typically introduced at national levels, in
Germany and in Poland in 2021, cities could further
spur the electrification of vehicle fleets by providing additional grants. The city of Berlin, for example,
offers purchase grants for commercial businesses,
non-profits, and self-employed individuals purchasing a new van since 2018. Since 2021, the city also
offers a maximum grant of €15,000 for the purchase
of a new van or car as part of taxi operations, which
can be combined with the national subsidy of a
maximum of €9,000 including the car manufacturer’s
share of €3,000. Supporting the electrification of the
commercial vehicle fleet is of particular relevance to
the urban context as they enable last-mile deliveries
or the transportation of passengers. Next to funding
taxi companies, cities could also consider additional
funding for shared services such as car sharing or
ride-hailing services, also helping to electrify these
fleets. Extending shared mobility services in addition
to public transport systems could also help to shift
from private car to shared mobility services, preferably offered as electrified services. While subsidies
are commonly targeted at new vehicles, it could also
be considered to support the purchase of used electric
vehicles. Such national level activities exist in countries such as the Netherlands and France. Providing
support for this market segment could also aid to
address a wider consumer group if considering cars
or vans.
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• Introducing electric vehicles to municipal fleets.
Cities such as Berlin, Leipzig, Stuttgart, Warsaw,
Krakow, and Poznan have begun to incorporate electric vehicles into their public municipal fleets. This
includes passenger cars, vans, and buses, in part due
to goals set at national levels to electrify these fleets.
Local city authorities are important forerunners and
should continue leading by example to push other organizations and institutions towards the electrification of their fleets. However, exchanging these fleets
with electric vehicles imposes high costs, particularly
if considering larger vehicle types including buses.
Here, additional funding as outlined above would
be necessary, but it is supplemented by funds from
national or EU levels as the examples of Germany and
Poland show.

stations with maximum amounts ranging between
€2,500 and €30,000. The city previously offered
support to private owners of an electric car to install
a publicly accessible charging station in areas with
no or limited access to charging in dense urban city
areas. Supporting the electrification of commercial
vehicle fleets, including aid for charging infrastructure and installation of additional public charging stations, could help to facilitate electric vehicle adoption
for a wider consumer group. Additionally, the creation
of a local charging development plan could help to aid
in comprehensive charging infrastructure network.
Local tax write-offs are an alternative incentive to
grants that promote installation of charging points as
a deduction on taxes paid. These can be offered at the
national and local-levels.

The extension of the public charging infrastructure
network is of particular importance in urban settings as
the majority of people live in multi-dwelling buildings
without the opportunity to charge an electric vehicle
in a garage or private parking space. This also applies
to companies wishing to charge an electric vehicle at
private company premises. In cities such as Warsaw and
Krakow, the public charging infrastructure network is
only sparsely distributed across the city.

Both Germany and Poland have shown the potential
they have for development of their electric vehicle fleets
at national and city levels. A mix of EU, national and
city-level policies have supported this thus far, even
though the progress varies in both countries depending
on vehicle types considered. However, lessons learned in
both countries from national and local-level policies and
continued exchange could aid in spurring electrification
in both countries.

To support public, private home, and workplace charging,
cities could consider the following measures for charging
infrastructure deployment and access:
• Simplifying the local permitting process to speed
up the development of charging infrastructure. The
analysis also showed that factors hindering faster
adoption of charging infrastructure, such as the long
application and building processes, could also obstruct
potential electric vehicle buyers. Local authorities could therefore monitor processes and develop
strategies to streamline long wait times for consumers
applying for a charging point.
• Introducing local level support for charging facilities. The city of Berlin offers commercial businesses,
non-profits, self-employed individuals, and taxi
companies purchasing an electric van or car grants
for charging infrastructure on publicly accessible
and non-publicly accessible locations. Subsidies are
granted for wall boxes, normal, and fast charging

59

References
ACEA (2021 a). ACEA Vehicles in use Report Europe.
European Automobile Manufacturers Association. URL:
https://www.acea.auto/files/report-vehicles-in-use-europe-january-2021-1.pdf. Last access: 08.11.21.
ACEA (2021 b). Medium and heavy buses (over 3.5t) –
new registrations by fuel type in the European Union,
Full-year 2020. European Automobile Manufacturers
Association. URL: https://www.acea.auto/files/ACEA_
buses_by_fuel_type_full-year_2020.pdf. Last access:
08.11.21.
Berlin.de (2021). Berlin has the most charging points for
e-cars. URL: https://www.berlin.de/en/news/64998715559700-berlin-has-the-most-charging-points-for-.
en.html. Last access: 08.11.21.
BMF (2021). Bundesfinanzministerium. A stimulus
package for everyone in Germany. URL: https://www.
bundesfinanzministerium.de/Web/EN/Issues/Public-Finances/stimulus-package-for-everyone/stimulus-package-for-everyone.html. Last access: 08.11.21.
BMVI (2019). Bundesministerium für Verkehr und Digitale Infrastruktur. Bald laden wir allerorts und jederzeit
– Masterplan Ladeinfrastruktur. URL: https://www.bmvi.
de/SharedDocs/DE/Artikel/G/masterplan-ladeinfrastruktur.html. Last access: 08.11.21.
BMVI (2021). Bundesministerium für Verkehr und
Digitale Infrastruktur. Bundestag verabschiedet Schnelladegesetz. URL: https://www.bmvi.de/SharedDocs/DE/
Pressemitteilungen/2021/049-scheuer-schnellladegesetz.html. Last access: 08.11.21.

BMWi (2021). Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und
Energie. Gebäude-Elektromobilitätsinfrastrukture-Gesetz (GEIG). URL: https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/
Artikel/Service/Gesetzesvorhaben/gebaeude-elektromobilitaetsinfrastruktur-gesetz.html. Last access: 08.11.21.
Bundesanzeiger (2018). Richtlinie zur Förderung
der Anschaffung von Elektrobussen im öffentlichen
Personennahverkehr [Guide to support the purchase of electric buses for public transport]. URL:
https://www.erneuerbar-mobil.de/sites/default/
files/2018-03/F%C3%B6rderrichtlinie%20Elektrobusse.
pdf. Last access: 08.11.21.
Bundesregiuerung (2021). Press and Information Office
of the Federal Government. Climate-friendly transport.
URL: https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/issues/
climate-action/climate-friendly-transport-1795842.
Last access: 08.11.21.
BVG (2018). Berliner Verkehrsbetriebe. Der Berlkönig
rollt durch Berlin. URL: https://unternehmen.bvg.de/
news/der-berlkoenig-rollt-durch-berlin/. Last access:
08.11.21.
Cities for mobility (2018). E-Mobility Action Day 2019
in Stuttgart. URL: https://www.cities-for-mobility.net/
news/e-mobility-action-day-2018-in-stuttgart/. Last
access: 08.11.21.
City of Leipzig (2021). Questions and Answers Regarding the Environmental Zone (Umweltzone). URL: https://
english.leipzig.de/environment-and-transport/environmental-zone/. Last access: 08.11.21.

BMWi (2020 a). Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft
und Energie. Regulatory environment and incentives
for using electric vehicles and developing a charging
infrastructure. URL: https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/
EN/Artikel/Industry/regulatory-environment-and-incentives-for-using-electric-vehicles.html. Last access
08.11.21.

Clevershuttle (2021). URL: https://www.clevershuttle.de/
en. Last access: 08.11.21.

BMWi (2020 b). Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und
Energie. Providing more charging stations for electric
cars. URL: https://www.bmwi-energiewende.de/EWD/
Redaktion/EN/Newsletter/2020/01/Meldung/news2.
html. Last access: 08.11.21.

Dataforce (2021). City-specific data (Berlin, Stuttgart,
Warsaw, Krakow) on new electric passenger car registrations.

60

C40 cities (2021). C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group,
Inc.. Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEV) Network. URL: https://
www.c40.org/networks/zero-emission-vehicles. Last
access: 08.11.21.

Agora Verkehrswende | Conclusions and recommendations

Deloitte (2021 a). Electromobility: German Federal Government’s Master Plan for Charging Infrastructure will
entail comprehensive changes to the legal framework.
URL: https://www2.deloitte.com/dl/en/pages/legal/articles/e-mobility-masterplan-ladeinfrastruktur.html. Last
access: 08.11.21.
Deloitte (2021 b). Elektromobilität in Deutschland. https://
www2.deloitte.com/de/de/pages/consumer-industrial-products/articles/elektromobilitaet-in-deutschland.
html. Last access: 08.11.21.
Dornoff et al. (2021). Dornoff, Jan; Mock, Peter; Baldino, Chelsea; Bieker, Georg; Díaz, Sonsoles; Miller, Josh;
Sen, Arijit; Tietge, Uwe; Wappelhorst, Sandra. Fit for 55:
A review and evaluation of the European Commission
proposal for amending the CO2 targets for new cars and
vans. https://theicct.org/publications/fit-for-55-revieweu-sept21. Last access: 08.11.21.
EAFO (2021 a). European Alternative Fuels Observatory.
Passenger car registrations, 2020. URL: https://www.
eafo.eu/vehicles-and-fleet/m1#. Last access: 08.11.21.
EAFO (2021 b). European Alternative Fuels Observatory.
Country detail incentives (Germany). URL: https://www.
eafo.eu/countries/germany/1734/incentives. Last access:
08.11.21.
EAFO (2021 c). European Alternative Fuels Observatory.
On the electrification path: Europe’s progress towards
clean transportation. URL: https://www.eafo.eu/sites/
default/files/2021-03/EAFO%20Europe%20on%20
the%20electrification%20path%20March%202021.pdf.
Last access: 08.10.2021.
EC (2021). The European Commission. A new batch
of European cities embark on the path of sustainability. URL: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/
new-batch-european-cities-embark-path-sustainability-2021-02-18_en. Last access: 08.11.21.
EcoMovement 2021. Local charging infrastructure data.
EEA (2020) European Environment Agency. Air quality
in Europe – 2020 report. URL: https://www.eea.europa.
eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2020-report.
Last access: 08.11.21.

Electrive (2020 a). Electrive. VW and Uber may deploy
hundreds of e-Golf in Berlin. In: Electrive, 28.09.2020.
URL: https://www.electrive.com/2020/09/28/uber-andvw-may-deploy-thousands-of-e-golf-in-berlin/. Last
access: 08.11.21.
Electrive (2020 b). Electrive. Municipal EV fleets to
be funded in Germany. In: Electrive, 12.02.2020. URL:
https://www.electrive.com/2020/02/12/german-transport-ministry-to-fund-communal-ev-fleets/. Last
access: 08.11.21.
Electrive (2020 c). Electrive. Berlin: BVG flottet 100. Elektrobus ein. In: Electrive, 15.10.2020. URL: https://www.
electrive.net/2020/10/15/berlin-bvg-flottet-100-elektrobus-ein/. Last access: 08.11.21.
Elektromobilność (2020). Udogodnienia dla użytkowników samochodów elektrycznych w Krakowie.
URL: http://elektromobilnosc.pl/2020/04/29/udogodnienia-dla-uzytkownikow-samochodow-elektrycznych-w-krakowie/. Last access: 08.11.21.
Eltis (2021). Senate of Berlin adopted plan including citywide zero emission zone. URL: https://www.eltis.org/
in-brief/news/senate-berlin-adopted-plan-includingcity-wide-zero-emission-zone. Last access: 08.11.21.
E-mobil BW (2021). Förderprogramm „Ladeinfrastruktur vor Ort“. URL: https://www.e-mobilbw.de/service/
meldungen-detail/foerderprogramm-ladeinfrastruktur-vor-ort. Last access: 08.11.21.
emobil region stuttgart (2021). E-Kennzeichnen für
E-Fahrzeuge. URL: https://www.emobil-region-stuttgart.
de/e-kennzeichen-f%C3%BCr-e-fahrzeuge.html. Last
access: 08.11.21
EUR-Lex (2018). Publications Office of the European
Union. Directive 2010/31/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 May 2010 on the energy
performance of buildings. URL: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583922805643&uri=CELEX:02010L0031-20181224. Last access: 08.11.21.
EUR-Lex (2019 a). Publications Office of the European Union. Regulation (EU) 2019/631 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 setting

61

Charge, Set, Go! | Conclusions and recommendations

CO2 emission performance standards for new passenger
cars and for new light commercial vehicles, and repealing
Regulations (EC) No 443/2009 and (EU) No 510/2011.
URL: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/
PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0631&from=EN. Last access:
08.11.21.

IEA (2021). International Energy Agency. National
Recovery Plan / E. Green and smart mobility / E1. Zero
and low carbon emission transport. URL: https://www.
iea.org/policies/13687-national-recovery-plan-egreen-and-smart-mobility-e1-zero-and-low-carbonemission-transport. Last access: 08.11.21.

EUR-Lex (2019 b). Directive (EU) 2019/1161 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019
amending Directive 2009/33/EC on the promotion
of clean and energy-efficient road transport vehicles. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/
PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L1161&from=EN. Last access:
08.11.21.

InfraLab Berlin (2020). InfraLab Berlin e.V..
Smart eFleets. https://infralab.berlin/projekte/
smart-efleets-das-infralab-und-die-elektromobilitaet-in-berlin/. Last access: 08.11.21.

Fundacja Promocji Pojazdów Elektrycznych (2021). Fundacja Promocji Pojazdów Elektrycznych Electriv vehicles
Promotion Foundation. Pradem w smog – jak zelektryfikować autobusy miejskie w Polsce. URL: https://fppe.pl/
pradem-w-smog-jak-zelektryfikowac-autobusy-miejskie-w-polsce/. Last access: 08.11.21.
gov.pl (2021 a). Portal gov.pl. Elektromobilność. URL:
https://www.gov.pl/web/elektromobilnosc/o-programie.
Last access: 08.11.21.
gov.pl (2021 b). Portal gov.pl. KPO przyjęty przez Radę
Ministrów. URL: https://www.gov.pl/web/planodbudowy/kpo-przyjety-przez-rade-ministrow. Last access:
08.11.21.
green-news.pl (2021). Warszawska flota aut elektrycznych na minuty podzieliła los wrocławskiej
Vozilli. URL: https://www.green-news.pl/1585-innogy-go-koniec. Last access: 08.11.21.
IBB Business Team (2021). IBB Business Team GmbH.
Zuschüsse bei der Anschaffung von Elektrofahrzeugen.
URL: https://www.ibb-business-team.de/welmo/finanzierungsfoerderung/. Last access: 08.11.21.
IEA (2020). International Energy Agency. Act on Electromobility and Alternative Fuels. URL: https://www.iea.org/
policies/12221-act-on-electromobility-and-alternative-fuels. Last access: 08.11.21.

62

Investitionsbank Berlin (2021). IBB Business Team
GmbH. Wirtschaftsnahe Elektromobilität (WELMO). URL:
https://www.ibb.de/de/foerderprogramme/wirtschaftsnahe-elektromobilitaet.html . Last access: 08.11.21.
KBA (2021). Kraftfahrt-Bundesamt. Fahrzeugzulassungen (FZ) Bestand an Kraftfahrzeugen
nach Umwelt-Merkmalen. URL: https://www.
kba.de/DE/Statistik/Fahrzeuge/Bestand/Umwelt/
umwelt_node.html;jsessionid=83ED1582CDF00B700800074693CAF506.live21303. Last access: 08.11.21.
Kowalska-Pyzalska, et al. (2020). Kowalska-Pyzalska,
Anna; Kott, Joanna; Kott, Marek. “Why Polish market
of alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs) is the smallest in
Europe? SWOT analysis of opportunities and threats”.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/
S1364032120303671. Last access: 08.11.21.
KPMG (2021). KPMG International Limited. Tax Alert:
New support scheme launched by the National Fund…
URL: https://home.kpmg/pl/en/home/insights/2021/07/
tax-alert-new-support-scheme-launched-by-the-national-fund-for-environmental-protection-and-water-management-my-electric-vehicle.html. Last access:
08.11.21.
Krakula (2020). Krakowski Rynek Nieruchomości. Elektromobilność w Krakowie – jak to działa?. https://krakula.
pl/elekromobilnosc-w-krakowie. Last access: 08.11.21.
Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (2021 a). Landeshaupt Stutttgart Central City Administration. Sustainable mobility.
URL: https://en.stuttgart.de/issues/sustainable-mobility.
php. Last access: 08.11.21.

Agora Verkehrswende | Conclusions and recommendations

Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (2021 b). Landeshauptstadt
Stuttgart Rathaus. Vier Elektrofahrzeuge für die städtischen Ämter. URL: https://www.stuttgart.de/service/
aktuelle-meldungen/maerz-2021/vier-weitere-elektrofahrzeuge-fuer-die-abfallwirtschaft-stuttgart.php. Last
access: 08.11.21.
Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (2021 c). Landeshauptstadt
Stuttgart Central City Administration. Low-emission
zone. URL: https://en.stuttgart.de/issues/low-emissionzone.php. Last access: 08.11.21.
L-Bank (2021). L-Bank Staatsbank für Baden-Württemberg. Ladeinfrastruktur für Elektrofahrzeuge
(Charge@BW). URL: https://www.l-bank.de/produkte/
finanzhilfen/ladeinfrastruktur-fur-elektrofahrzeuge-charge-at-bw.html. Last access: 08.11.21.
Magiczny Kraków (2020 a). Miejska Platoforma Internetowa Magiczny Kraków. Kraków
dobrze oceniony za elektromobilność. URL: https://
www.krakow.pl/aktualnosci/244775,1912,komunikat,krakow_dobrze_oceniony_za_elektromobilnosc.
html?_ga=2.246827844.1324749174.16067319301151460930.1557654161. Last access: 08.11.21.
Magiczny Kraków (2020 b). Miejska Platoforma Internetowa Magiczny Kraków. Kraków
dobrze oceniony za elektromobilność. URL: https://
www.krakow.pl/aktualnosci/244775,1912,komunikat,krakow_dobrze_oceniony_za_elektromobilnosc.
html?_ga=2.246827844.1324749174.16067319301151460930.1557654161. Last access: 08.11.21.
Magiczny Kraków (2021 a). Miejska Platoforma Internetowa Magiczny Kraków. 50 nowych autobusów
elektrycznych już wozi pasażerów. URL: https://www.
krakow.pl/aktualnosci/249870,1912,komunikat,50_
nowych_autobusow_elektrycznych_juz_wozi_pasazerow.html?_ga=2.264069516.1848807959.1622728885742958564.1615797088. Last access: 08.11.21.
Magiczny Kraków (2021 b). Miejska Platoforma Internetowa Magiczny Kraków. Kraków ma nowe autobusy
elektryczne. URL: https://www.krakow.pl/aktualnosci/247845,1912,komunikat,krakow_ma_nowe_autobusy_elektryczne.html. Last access: 08.11.21.

Magiczny Kraków (2021 c). Miejska P
 latoforma Internetowa Magiczny Kraków. E-mobility development
strategy - consultation announcement. URL: https://www.
krakow.pl/aktualnosci/245621,26,komunikat,strategia_
rozwoju_elektromobilnosci___ogloszenie_o_konsultacjach.html?_ga=2.35495076.443463781.16097418961450648042.1609409049. Last access: 08.11.21.
MDR (2021). Der Mitteldeutsche Rundfunk. Keine
Kostlosen Ladesäulen für E-Autos mehr in Leipzig. URL:
https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/sachsen/leipzig/leipzig-leipzig-land/ladesaeulen-eautos-stadtwerke-100.
html. Last access: 08.11.21.
Ministerstwo Klimatu i Środowiska (2020). Dziennik
Urzędowy Ministerstwa Klimatu i Środowiska. Konsultacja projektu ustawy o zmianie ustawy o elektromobilności i paliwach alternatywnych. URL: https://
www.gov.pl/web/klimat/konsultacja-projektu-ustawy-o-zmianie-ustawy-o-elektromobilnosci-i-paliwach-alternatywnych. Last access: 08.11.21.
Ministerstwo Klimatu i Środowiska (2021). Dziennik
Urzędowy Ministerstwa Klimatu i Środowiska.. Elektromobilność w Polsce. URL: https://www.gov.pl/web/klimat/elektromobilnosc-w-polsce. Last access: 08.11.21.
Moto.pl (2020). Moto.pl: Motoryzacja, Samochody, Testy.
Zielone tablice rejestracyjne już na polskich drogach.
Co oznaczają kto może je mieć i po co je wprowadzono?.
URL: https://moto.pl/MotoPL/7,170318,25575324,zielone-tablice-rejestracyjne-juz-na-polskich-drogachco-oznaczaja.html. Last access: 25.11.21.
mtp (2019). mtp Grupa. Poznan motor show hits the road
to electromobility. URL: https://www.mtp.pl/en/news/
poznan-motor-show-hits-the-road-to-electromobility/. Last access: 08.11.21.
mza (2020). Miejskie Zakłady Autobusowe. Projekt
zakupu elektrycznych autobusów. URL: https://www.
mza.waw.pl/o-nas/projekt-zakupu-elektrycznych-autobusow/. Last access: 08.11.21.

63

Charge, Set, Go! | Conclusions and recommendations

Oleśków-Szłapka, et al. (2020). Oleśków-Szłapka, Joanna;
Pawłszyn, Irena; Przybylska, Joanna. “Sustainable Urban
Mobility in Poznan and Oslo-Actual State and Development Perspectives”. URL: https://www.mdpi.com/20711050/12/16/6510. Last access: 08.11.21.
Poland Today (2020). Poland Today. Will Poland finally go
electric? URL: https://poland-today.pl/will-poland-finally-go-electric/. Last access: 08.11.21.
POZnan (2021 a). Poznań.pl. Parkuj i Jedź. URL: https://
www.ztm.poznan.pl/pl/komunikacja/parkuj-i-jedz/. Last
access: 08.11.21.
POZnan (2021 b). Poznań.pl. Strategia Rozwoju Elektromobilności. URL: https://www.poznan.pl/mim/
komunikacja/-,p,46888,48303,54974.html. Last access:
08.11.21.
PSPA (2020). Polish Alternative Fuels Association.
Pełne odliczenie VAT od samochodu elektrycznego.
URL: https://pspa.com.pl/2020/informacja/pelne-odliczenie-vat-od-samochodu-elektrycznego/?lang=en.
Last access: 08.11.21.
PSPA (2021). Polish Alternative Fuels Association.
Elektromobilność powinna stać się jednym z priorytetów Krajowego Planu Odbudowy. URL: https://
pspa.com.pl/2021/informacja/elektromobilnosc-powinna-stac-sie-jednym-z-priorytetow-krajowego-planu-odbudowy/. Last access: 08.11.21.
Realwire (2021). Europe’s leading mobility platform
FREE NOW increases BEV tours by 71% in 2021. Issue
date: 16.09.21. URL: https://www.realwire.com/releases/
Europes-leading-mobility-platform-FREE-NOW-increases-BEV-tours. Last access: 08.11.21.
Region Leipzig (2021). Leipzig Tourismus und Marketing
GmbH. Electric mobility in Leipzig. URL: https://www.
leipzig.travel/en/arrival-traffic/transport-in-leipzig/
electric-mobility/. Last access: 08.11.21.
Region Stuttgart (2021). Wirtschaftsörderung Region
Stuttgart GmbH. Modellregion Für Moderne Mobilität.
URL: https://www.region-stuttgart.de/die-region-stuttgart/transport-verkehr/nachhaltige-mobilitaet.html#
Last access: 08.11.21.

64

Rajon Bernard, et al. (2021). Rajon Bernard, Marie; Hall,
Dale; Lutsey, Nic. Update on electric vehicle uptake in
European cities. URL: https://theicct.org/publications/
ev-uptake-eu-cities-oct21#:~:text=The%20European%20electric%20vehicle%20(EV,EV%20market%20
globally%2C%20surpassing%20China. Last access:
08.11.21.
SenUKV (2021). Senatsverwaltung für Umwelt, Verkehr
und Klimaschutz. Low emission zone. URL: https://www.
berlin.de/sen/uvk/en/environment/air/low-emissionzone/. Last access: 08.11.21.
SenWiEnBe (2020). Senatsverwaltung für Wirtschaft,
Energie und Betriebe. Förderprogramm „Wirtschaftsnahe Elektromobilität“ (WELMO) mit verbesserten
Förderbedingungen – Kumulierung mit „Umweltbonus“
bald wieder möglich. URL: https://www.berlin.de/sen/
web/presse/pressemitteilungen/2020/pressemitteilung.1032694.php. Last access: 08.11.21.
SenWiEnBe (2021). Senatsverwaltung für Wirtschaft,
Energie und Betriebe. Emobility. URL: https://www.
berlin.de/sen/wirtschaft/en/economics-and-technology/
centres-of-technology-zukunftsorte-smart-city/emobility/. Last access: 08.11.21.
Smart Cities Polska (2021). URL: http://smartcitiespolska.
org/en/. Last access: 13.09.21.
Solaris (2020). Solaris A CAF Group Company. Poznań
investing in more electric buses. 37 units to join city’s
fleet. URL: https://www.solarisbus.com/en/press/
poznan-investing-in-more-electric-buses-37-unitsto-join-city-s-fleet-1296. Last access: 08.11.21.
Stadtwerke Stuttgart (2021). Stadtwerke Stuttgart GmbH.
Öffentliche Ladestationen für ElektroAutos in Stuttgart.
URL: https://www.stadtwerke-stuttgart.de/elektromobilitaet/offentliche-ladeinfrastruktur/. Last access:
08.11.21.
StandortTOOL (2021). StandortTOOL Now GmbH.
URL: https://www.standorttool.de/strom/. Last access:
08.11.21.

Agora Verkehrswende | Conclusions and recommendations

Stuttgart steigt um (2021). Nachaltig mobil in Stuttgart
Aktionsplan. URL: https://www.stuttgart-steigt-um.de/.
Last access: 08.11.21.
Stuttgarter Nachrichten (2015). Neue Regeln für Elektroautos. https://www.stuttgarter-nachrichten.de/inhalt.
parken-in-stuttgart-neue-regeln-fuer-elektroautos.7f982559-708f-4b67-b0d4-40bd24f44b00.html.
Last access: 08.11.21.
Wappelhorst; Bieker (2021). Wappelhorst, Sandra; Bieker,
Georg. The uptake of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles in
Europe’s company car fleets: Trends and policies. The
International Council on Clean Transportation. URL:
https://theicct.org/blog/staff/phev-europe-companycars-apr2021. Last access: 08.11.21.

Urban Access Regulations (2021 b). Urban Access Regulations in Europe. Berlin. URL: https://urbanaccessregulations.eu/countries-mainmenu-147/germany-mainmenu-61/berlin. Last access: 08.11.21.
ZDM (2021). Zarząd Dróg Miejskich. SAMOCHODY Z
NAPĘDEM ELEKTRYCZNYM. URL: https://zdm.waw.pl/
sprawy/parkowanie/ladowanie-samochodow-z-napedem-elektrycznym/. Last access: 08.11.21.
Zolar (2019). ZOLAR GmbH. Photovoltaik-Förderung in
Sachsen. https://www.zolar.de/blog/photovoltaik-foerderung-sachsen. Last access: 08.11.21.
4mobility (2021). URL: https://4mobility.pl/. Last access:
08.11.21.

Wappelhorst, et al. (2021). Wappelhorst, Sandra; Tietge,
Uwe; Bieker, Georg; Mock, Peter. Europe’s CO2 emission
performance standards for new passenger cars: Lessons
from 2020 and future prospects. ICCT Working Paper.
The International Council on Clean Transportation.
URL: https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/
eu-ev-pv-co2-emission-performance-sept21.pdf. Last
access: 08.11.21.
Wappelhorst; Pniewska (2020). Wappelhorst, Sandra;
Pniewska, Izabela. Emerging electric passenger car
markets in Europe: Can Poland lead the way? The International Council on Clean Transportation. URL: https://
theicct.org/publications/poland-electric-passenger-carmarket-sept2020. Last access: 08.11.21.
Warszawa 19115 (2021). Parkingi P+R. URL: https://
warszawa19115.pl/-/parkingi-p-r. Last access: 08.11.21.
Wrocław naszemiasto (2021). 50 nowych samochodów
elektrycznych we flocie DPD polska. URL: https://wroclaw.naszemiasto.pl/50-nowych-samochodow-elektrycznych-we-flocie-dpd-polska/ar/c15-8127935. Last
access: 08.11.21.
Urban Access Regulations (2021 a). Urban Access Regulations in Europe. Stuttgart. URL: https://urbanaccessregulations.eu/countries-mainmenu-147/germany-mainmenu-61/stuttgart. Last access: 08.11.21.

65

71-2021-EN

Agora Verkehrswende
In partnership with key players in the fields of politics, business, academia
and civil society, Agora Verkehrswende aims to lay the foundation for a
comprehensive climate protection strategy for the German transport sector,
with the ultimate goal of complete decarbonisation. The climate protection
strategy elaborated by Agora Verkehrswende is focused on transitioning the
entire transport system from fossil fuels to electricity and fuel generated by
renewables. Other important aspects of the strategy include increasing the
efficiency of the entire transport system by avoiding unnecessary transport
demand, transitioning to environmentally friendly modes of transport and
increasing the efficiency of individual transport modes. Active collaboration
is required at all levels of politics to bring about the transformation of the
transport sector, from the level of national and international policy down to
local municipalities. The think tank seeks to consider the necessary interaction between these various levels while striving to promote a shared understanding between stakeholders on promising ways to transition to a decarbonised transport system.

Forum Energii
Forum Energii is a think tank, focused on forging the foundation for a clean,
innovative, safe, and efficient energy sector based on data and analysis.
Forum Energii observes world trends and analyses data and changes in
regulations. The mission is that changes in the power sector should proceed
in accordance with global trends. For that, Forum Energii deals with energy
sector and heating as well as European energy and climate regulations and
develops concepts on how Poland can proceed with low-carbon modernization of the energy sector in a cost-effective and social-friendly manner.
The think tank supports the process of improving air quality and eliminating
smog in Polish cities.

Agora Verkehrswende
Anna-Louisa-Karsch-Str. 2 | 10178 Berlin | Germany
T +49 (0)30 700 14 35-000
F +49 (0)30 700 14 35-129
www.agora-verkehrswende.en
info@agora-verkehrswende.de

Agora Verkehrswende is a joint initiative of Stiftung Mercator and the European Climate Foundation.

