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FUTURE AHOY!
An Infographic Novel About  

Sustainable Transport



  
DEAR READERS,

Since releasing “12 Insights into Sustainable 
Transport” in 2017, Agora Verkehrswende 
has published more than twenty studies 
detailing the essential building blocks of 
climate-friendly mobility.

This publication marks a significant  
de parture from our previous work on sus-
tainable transport. For one, it’s filled  
with cartoons and colorful illustrations.  
For another, it does not contain any  
new findings. Why did we decide to take  
a different approach? 

The term "Verkehrswende" ("transport 
transformation") and the broad range of 
topics it encompasses have gained enor-
mous polarity over the past three years 
in Germany. But there has been little 
progress in plementing policies that will 
make sustainable transport a reality. 
in Germany or other parts of the world, 
although it is becoming increasingly clear 
that the transport sector is one of the 
biggest challenges in climate protection.

So instead of another expert report, we  
have sought to reach a wider audience 
with an innovative genre: the “infographic  
novel.” Part infographic, part graphic novel,  
it draws on our previous insights but re-
packages them in a fun and accessible for-
mat. Its purpose is to raise public awareness 

of the problems that the transport sector 
poses for the climate while pointing to real 
solutions that can help fight global warming. 
In realizing this ambitious project, we enlis ted 
the help of Ellery Studio, a group of young 
designers, researchers, illustrators, and  
go-getters dedicated to making climate 
change understandable and illuminating  
prudent paths forward. We spent many  
gratifying hours with the Ellery team last  
year hatching ideas and storylines for  
this novel form of science communication. 
It was new territory for everyone. 

"Future Ahoy!" is the result of our collabo-
ration. We hope that it entertains, enlight-
ens, and ultimately inspires. Its overriding 
message is that sustainable transport is  
a collective endeavor. If it is to succeed,  
each and every one of us must embrace a  
common purpose.

Christian Hochfeld and Marena Pützschler
Agora Verkehrswende



WHAT THE HAY?WHAT THE HAY?

IS THIS AN INFOGRAPHIC 
IS THIS AN INFOGRAPHIC 

OR A GRAPHIC NOvEl?!
OR A GRAPHIC NOvEl?!

INFO- INFO- 
GRAPHIC GRAPHIC 

NOvElNOvElINFOGRAPHICINFOGRAPHIC

HERE I AM HERE I AM 
WITH MY WITH MY 
FAMI lY.FAMI lY.

SuSTAINAblE TRANSPORT HAS bEEN A 
SuSTAINAblE TRANSPORT HAS bEEN A 

HuGE TOPIC FOR uS RECENTlY.
HuGE TOPIC FOR uS RECENTlY.

IMPORTANT FACTS 
IMPORTANT FACTS 

ANd INFOGRAPHICS 
ANd INFOGRAPHICS 

APPEAR IN APPEAR IN 

bRIGHT PINk.bRIGHT PINk.

THE CONTExTTHE CONTExT

ExPlAINS THE REST.
ExPlAINS THE REST.

GRAMPSGRAMPS
dAddAd

dAuGHTERdAuGHTER

NEWEST MEMbER NEWEST MEMbER 

OF THE FAMIlYOF THE FAMIlY

1.1.  

WHY IT IS WHY IT IS 

NECESSARYNECESSARY
P. 6P. 6

2. 2. 
HOW IT CAN HOW IT CAN 

SuCCEEdSuCCEEd  
P. 20P. 20

SuSTAINAblE SuSTAINAblE 

TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

 THIS INFOGRAPHIC 
 THIS INFOGRAPHIC 

NOvEl ExPlAINS HOW 
NOvEl ExPlAINS HOW 

IT CAN bE dONE.IT CAN bE dONE.
A CuTE A CuTE 

COuPlE, dON'T 
COuPlE, dON'T 

YOu THINk?YOu THINk?

I WAS ExTREMElY dOubTFul AT FIRST. 
I WAS ExTREMElY dOubTFul AT FIRST. 

I dEFINITElY PREFER THINGS TO STAY THE SAME.

I dEFINITElY PREFER THINGS TO STAY THE SAME.

WE CAN MAkE TRANS-
WE CAN MAkE TRANS-

PORT SuSTAINAblE.
PORT SuSTAINAblE.

TO bE HONEST, TO bE HONEST, 

I'M SkEPTICAl! I'M SkEPTICAl! 

(IT'S A NATuRAl 
(IT'S A NATuRAl 

INSTINCT FOR INSTINCT FOR 

GERMAN bREEdS.) 
GERMAN bREEdS.) 

WHAT IS AN 
INFOGRAPHIC NOVEL?

3.  3.  
All'S WEll All'S WEll 

THAT ENdS THAT ENdS 

WEllWEll  
P. 64P. 64

RudYRudY

GRAPHIC  GRAPHIC  
NOvElNOvEl
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IT WAS HARd TO IMAGINE THIRTY IT WAS HARd TO IMAGINE THIRTY 
YEARS AGO! buT NOW WE HAvE  YEARS AGO! buT NOW WE HAvE  

A HEAlTHY PlANET ANd A A HEAlTHY PlANET ANd A 
PROSPEROuS, EMISSIONS-FREE ECONOMY.PROSPEROuS, EMISSIONS-FREE ECONOMY.

REASON #1 FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT:  

TO PROTECT THE PLANET 2050

THIS COuld bE THE WORld
THIS COuld bE THE WORld OF THE FuTuRE, buT

 OF THE FuTuRE, buT ONlY IF WE MANAGE TO STOP 
 ONlY IF WE MANAGE TO STOP GlObAl WARMING!

GlObAl WARMING!
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In 2021, climate change 
continues to gain steam. 
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42% 
POWER & HEATPOWER & HEAT24% 

TRANSPORTTRANSPORT19% 

INduSTRYINduSTRY

8% 
buIldINGSbuIldINGS

7% 
OTHEROTHER

I'vE AlWAYS dREAMT OF I'vE AlWAYS dREAMT OF 
bEING AN ASTRONAuT! ... bEING AN ASTRONAuT! ... 
buT OuR PlANET SEEMS SO buT OuR PlANET SEEMS SO 

FRAGIlE FROM WAY uP HERE.FRAGIlE FROM WAY uP HERE.

TODAY
THE EARTH HAS AlREAdY WARMEd bY THE EARTH HAS AlREAdY WARMEd bY 1 ° C. IF THIS . IF THIS 

TRENd CONTINuES, WE ARE HEAdEd FOR bIG TROublE!"TRENd CONTINuES, WE ARE HEAdEd FOR bIG TROublE!"

WE HAvE TO TAkE ACTION NOW TO WE HAvE TO TAkE ACTION NOW TO 
AvOId CAuSING CATASTROPHIC AvOId CAuSING CATASTROPHIC 
dAMAGE TO THE ClIMATE,TO NATuRE, dAMAGE TO THE ClIMATE,TO NATuRE, 
ANd TO OuRSElvES.ANd TO OuRSElvES.

COOl COOl 
IT!IT!

 32 
bIllION TONS OF CO₂  bIllION TONS OF CO₂  
ARE RElEASEd EACH ARE RElEASEd EACH 

YEAR GlObAllYYEAR GlObAllY

< 183

2016

2030 goal

Energy economyIndustryTransportBuildings

130

< 72

72

< 61

343

188

< 143

166

< 98

IN 2015 THE NATIONS OF THE WORld SIGNEd THE PARIS AGREEMENT, WHICH  IN 2015 THE NATIONS OF THE WORld SIGNEd THE PARIS AGREEMENT, WHICH  
CAllS FOR GlObAl WARMING TO bE kEPT bElOW CAllS FOR GlObAl WARMING TO bE kEPT bElOW 2°C, ANd, IF  , ANd, IF  

POSSIblE, bElOW POSSIblE, bElOW 1.5°C. THE WORld NEEdS TO ACT NOW!. THE WORld NEEdS TO ACT NOW!

GERMANY HAS AdOPTEd AMbITuOuS TARGETS, GERMANY HAS AdOPTEd AMbITuOuS TARGETS, 
ANd IS SEEkING TO REduCE EMISSIONS IN ANd IS SEEkING TO REduCE EMISSIONS IN 

All AREAS OF THE ECONOMY.All AREAS OF THE ECONOMY.

Which areas of 
the economy are 

responsible for 
emissions?  

And how much 
carbon can be 

released in 2030? 
(Figures in 

million tons of 
CO² equivalents*)

THE FOCuS 
THE FOCuS 

OF THIS OF THIS 

bOOk!bOOk!

Agriculture

*dEFINITIONS CAN bE 
FOuNd ON PAGE 76.
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dAMN! I'M lATE FOR MY MEETING! dAMN! I'M lATE FOR MY MEETING! 
I'll TAkE THE CAR TOdAY. I'll TAkE THE CAR TOdAY. 

OTHERWISE I WON'T ARRIvE ON TIME.OTHERWISE I WON'T ARRIvE ON TIME.

lAST NIGHT lAST NIGHT 
I dREAMT I dREAMT 

AGAIN AGAIN 
I WAS AN I WAS AN 

ASTRONAuT...ASTRONAuT...

GRANdPA, dId YOu kNOW GRANdPA, dId YOu kNOW 
THAT AlMOST 20% OF All THAT AlMOST 20% OF All 
EMISSIONS IN GERMANY COME EMISSIONS IN GERMANY COME 

FROM TRANSPORT? I juST FROM TRANSPORT? I juST 
HEARd IT ON THE NEWS!HEARd IT ON THE NEWS!

GERMANY'S GOAl IS TO REduCE EMISSIONS IN TRANSPORT bY GERMANY'S GOAl IS TO REduCE EMISSIONS IN TRANSPORT bY 40-42%  
RElATIvE TO 1990. IT WANTS TO REACH THIS TARGET bY 2030.RElATIvE TO 1990. IT WANTS TO REACH THIS TARGET bY 2030. WOuld YOu lIkE WOuld YOu lIkE 

A RIdE TO SCHOOl A RIdE TO SCHOOl 
SWEETHEART? SWEETHEART? 

NO THANkS, NO THANkS, 
dAddAd

I'd RATHER RIdE MY I'd RATHER RIdE MY 
bIkE — IT'S MuCH bIkE — IT'S MuCH 

HEAlTHIER!HEAlTHIER!

ANYWAY, SCHOOl ANYWAY, SCHOOl 
IS ClOSEd FOR A IS ClOSEd FOR A 
ClIMATE STRIkE!ClIMATE STRIkE!

HMMMHMMM
A STRIkE!A STRIkE!

MORE ClIMATE MORE ClIMATE 
HYSTERIA!HYSTERIA!

kIdS ON STRIkE! kIdS ON STRIkE! 
THAT NEvER THAT NEvER 

HAPPENEd IN THE HAPPENEd IN THE 
GOOd Old dAYS!GOOd Old dAYS!

GOOd Old GOOd Old 
dAYS? dAYS? 

Ok bOOMER...Ok bOOMER...

IN THEIN THE
GOOd Old GOOd Old 
dAYS THE dAYS THE 
SITuATION SITuATION 
WASN'T AS WASN'T AS 

SERIOuS. SERIOuS. 
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HuH, HuH, 
WHATWHAT

COuld bE COuld bE 
IN HERE? IN HERE? 

OFF TO WORk ANd OFF TO WORk ANd 
STuCk IN TRAFFIC! STuCk IN TRAFFIC! 

dAMN. SO MuCH FOR A dAMN. SO MuCH FOR A 
FASTER COMMuTE...FASTER COMMuTE...  

29

7

International 
air transport

International 
maritime  
transport

buT THESE AREN'T buT THESE AREN'T 
THE ONlY SOuRCES OF THE ONlY SOuRCES OF 
GlObAl WARMING.GlObAl WARMING.

(2017 figures  
in Mt CO² 

equivalents)

1 Mt

1 Mt

2 Mt

2 Mt

162 Mt

Carbon emissions from all modes of transport in Germany for 2017 (in million tons of C02 equivalents)

Other

Rail 
transport

Costal and 
inland ships

Domestic 
air travel

Road 
traffic

TOTAl TOTAl 

EMISSIONS=EMISSIONS=

MT COMT CO22

Cars and trucks cause more emissions than all 
other modes of transport combined...

168 
  

bACk IN THE 1990S bACk IN THE 1990S 
THERE WAS lESS TRAFFIC. THERE WAS lESS TRAFFIC. 

IT WAS MuCH EASIER TO IT WAS MuCH EASIER TO 
GET AROuNd.GET AROuNd.

1990

2017

bIGGER ANd bIGGER ANd 
FASTER IS NOT FASTER IS NOT 

bETTER FOR bETTER FOR 
PlANET EARTH.PlANET EARTH.

One thing is clear: 
Making road 
transportation 
climate neutral
by 2050 will 
require radical 
change. 

TOTAl TOTAl 
EMISSIONS*EMISSIONS*

MT CO₂ MT CO₂ 
EQuIvAlENTSEQuIvAlENTS

*T
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2.9 M

45.8 M

30.7 M

1.4 M

121 HP

TRuCkSTRuCkS

CARSCARS

CARSCARS

TRuCkSTRuCkS

AvERAGE AvERAGE 
HORSEPOWERHORSEPOWER

AvERAGE AvERAGE 
HORSEPOWERHORSEPOWER

...and the amount of C02 
emitted since 1990 has risen 
rather than fallen!

163 
  

TOTAl TOTAl 
EMISSIONS*EMISSIONS*

MT CO₂ MT CO₂ 
EQuIvAlENTSEQuIvAlENTS

82 HP

According to established standards for calculating 
emissions, international air and maritime 
traffic orignating from Germany does not count 
toward national emissions. 

5 MINuTES lATER... 5 MINuTES lATER... 
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Traffic injuries in 2018: 

399,293 
(including 3,275 fatalities)

THE TRAFFIC IS SO lOud IN THE TRAFFIC IS SO lOud IN 
YOuR APARTMENT! HOW dO YOuR APARTMENT! HOW dO 

YOu dEAl WITH IT?YOu dEAl WITH IT?

I'll TRY ANd PRETENd IT'S  I'll TRY ANd PRETENd IT'S  
THE SOuNd OF THE OCEAN. THE SOuNd OF THE OCEAN. 

THAT'S MuCH MORE ROMANTIC. THAT'S MuCH MORE ROMANTIC. 

THE NExT MORNING…THE NExT MORNING…

Nearly 5 million Germans regularly lose sleep because of traffic noise. 

Tailpipes release nitrous dioxide, a harmful compound that causes respiratory problems. 
61% of dangerous emissions in German cities are caused by road traffic.

REASON #2 FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT:  

TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE Less than 25% of land 
in Germany is unspoiled 

 by a road or railway within 
a 5 km radius. Road and 

rail infrastructure disturbs 
ecosystems and eliminates 
areas for enjoying nature. 

Conventional vehicles are almost totally dependent on petroleum, which has to be imported from abroad.

The external costs of road traffic to the environment and  
human health are estimated at 52 billion.

THESE COSTS ARE NOT THESE COSTS ARE NOT 
bORNE bY THE INdIvIduAlS bORNE bY THE INdIvIduAlS 
WHO CAuSE THEM buT bY WHO CAuSE THEM buT bY 

SOCIETY AS A WHOlE.SOCIETY AS A WHOlE.

CAN'T GET ME NOW!CAN'T GET ME NOW!
WHAT THE...?WHAT THE...?

NO NO 
THANkSTHANkS

......
THAT  THAT  

GAME IS GAME IS 
SO lAST SO lAST 

CENTuRY.CENTuRY.
MONOPOLY

POWER POLITI
CS EDITIO

N
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Creating sustainable mobility encompasses a range of measures – including efforts 
to reshape attitudes and beliefs – that will encourage people to use more public 
transport, rely less on privately owned vehicles, and make more trips by foot or 

bike. It also involves shifting some freight from roads to rail and waterways.

SuSTA
INA

blE MObIlITY
SuSTA

INA
blE MObIlITY

SuSTA
INA

blE ENERGY
SuSTA

INA
blE ENERGY

 IN THE TRA
NSPORT SECTOR

 IN THE TRA
NSPORT SECTOR

To be sustainable, the transport sector must rely primarily on electricity for power 
and phase out combustion engine vehicles. Furthermore, the electricity for e-vehicle 

fleets has to come from renewable sources. Creating a sustainable transport  
system requires moving at full speed towards a clean-energy-based power sector.

ElECTRIC vEHIClES REQuIRE ElECTRIC vEHIClES REQuIRE 
lESS ENERGY THAN lESS ENERGY THAN 

THEIR GASOlINE- ANd dIESEl-THEIR GASOlINE- ANd dIESEl-
FuEllEd COuNTERPARTS.FuEllEd COuNTERPARTS.

19

Carbon-neutral transport by 2050

SuSTAINAblE TRANSPORTSuSTAINAblE TRANSPORT

SuSTA
INA

blE MObIlITY
SuSTA

INA
blE MObIlITY

SuSTA
INA

blE ENERGY
SuSTA

INA
blE ENERGY

 IN THE TRA
NSPORT SECTOR

 IN THE TRA
NSPORT SECTOR

Through collective efforts that seek to improve 

efficiency, we can make transport sustainable.

YOu MEAN buIld YOu MEAN buIld 
WINdMIllS RATHER WINdMIllS RATHER 

THAN juST TIlTTHAN juST TIlT
AT THEM?AT THEM?

CHAPTER 2CHAPTER 2
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Sustainable transport rests on two pillars. 
This section is about the first.

sustainable transportsustainable transport

SuSTA
INA

blE MObIlITY
SuSTA

INA
blE MObIlITY

SuSta
ina

ble energy
SuSta

ina
ble energy

in the tra
nSPOrt SectOr

in the tra
nSPOrt SectOr
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THE TRANSITION TO  
SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY WILL  

BEGIN IN CITIES.

OH NO, I'M OH NO, I'M 
RuNNING RuNNING 

lATE!lATE!

ACCORdING TO A STudY bY THE GERMAN ACCORdING TO A STudY bY THE GERMAN 
FEdERAl ENvIRONMENT AGENCY, OvER FEdERAl ENvIRONMENT AGENCY, OvER 90% OF  OF 
PEOPlE bElIEvE THAT QuAlITY OF lIFE WOuld PEOPlE bElIEvE THAT QuAlITY OF lIFE WOuld 

IMPROvE IF REGIONAl ANd uRbAN PlANNING IMPROvE IF REGIONAl ANd uRbAN PlANNING 
SOuGHT TO dIMISH dEPENdENCY ON CARS. SOuGHT TO dIMISH dEPENdENCY ON CARS. 

In which city 
would you 
rather live?

AND NEW WAYS OF THINKING ARE A CRUCIAL FIRST STEP.
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GREAT GREAT 
IdEA!IdEA!THAT'S THE 

THAT'S THE 

FuTuRE!FuTuRE!

THE vISION OF A CAR-CENTRIC CITYTHE vISION OF A CAR-CENTRIC CITY

buT buT 
SHOuldN'T SHOuldN'T 
THE FOCuS THE FOCuS 

bE ON bE ON 
PEOPlE?PEOPlE?

IMAGINE uRbAN TRANSPORT IMAGINE uRbAN TRANSPORT 
IS A SHAREd FlAT. WOuld YOu lIvE WITH SOMEONE IS A SHAREd FlAT. WOuld YOu lIvE WITH SOMEONE 

WHO TAkES uP AS MuCH SPACE AS CARS dO IN CITIES?WHO TAkES uP AS MuCH SPACE AS CARS dO IN CITIES?

In the 
postwar era, 
everyone 
loved the 
idea of 
car-centric 
cities.

The decisions of urban planners in the 1950s and 60s are why cars continue  
to dominate cities today.

HOW I MISS HOW I MISS 
THOSE POST-THOSE POST-

WAR bOOM WAR bOOM 
YEARS...YEARS...

Modal share* of 
journeys made in 
Germany with over 
100,000 inhabitants

THE CAR AS ROOMMATETHE CAR AS ROOMMATE

50% 
WITH A CARWITH A CAR

14% 
WITH A bICYClEWITH A bICYClE

ANd bY FOOTANd bY FOOT
24% 

12% 
OF jOuRNEYS ARE OF jOuRNEYS ARE 
TRAvEllEd WITH TRAvEllEd WITH 

PublIC TRANSPORTPublIC TRANSPORT

Street space required for the transportation of 15 people using various 
means of transport (based on the shared apartment analogy).

30 m²  
Bus

18 m²
Bicycle

77 m²²
CarCar

15 PEOPlE15 PEOPlE

THE TOxIC ExHAuST THE TOxIC ExHAuST 
ANd HORRIblE ANd HORRIblE 

SMEll ARE juST SMEll ARE juST 
INTOlERAblE!INTOlERAblE!

ANd THE ANd THE 
ARROGANCE! THESE ARROGANCE! THESE 

CARS ACT AS IF CARS ACT AS IF 
THE WORld WERE THE WORld WERE 
buIlT juST FOR buIlT juST FOR 

THEM!THEM!

ANd THE ANd THE 
AWFul AWFul 

RACkET!RACkET!

NOT TO NOT TO 
MENTION THE MENTION THE 

MINdlESS MINdlESS 
HONkING!HONkING!

Many cities are 
reaching the 
breaking point...

...they take up more space than
any other mode of transport...

...because cars foul the air and ruin the climate...

*TERMS ARE 
dEFINEd ON 

PAGE 76
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... cars take up a lot of space even when they are not being used...

On average, private vehicles are used just 1 hour a day.

Midnight 1 am

4 am

8 am

Noon

4 pm

8 pm

2 am 3 am

6 am

10 am

2 pm

6 pm

10 pm

7 am

11 am

3 pm

7 pm

5 am

9 am

1 pm

5 pm

9 pm

MY FAvORITE MY FAvORITE 
THING TO dO IS THING TO dO IS 

CHIll OuT.CHIll OuT.
24 HRS IN THE lIFE OF A PRIvATE CAR24 HRS IN THE lIFE OF A PRIvATE CAR

11 pm

WHY AM I WHY AM I 
bEING bEING 

TREATEd SO TREATEd SO 
uNFAIRlY?uNFAIRlY?

80% Month pass

Single ride

Meter fee per hour

60%

40%

20%

0%

2003 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018

I PAY I PAY 40 TIMES40 TIMES AS MuCH PER SQuARE  AS MuCH PER SQuARE 
METER FOR AN APARTMENT AS METER FOR AN APARTMENT AS 

A CAR PAYS FOR A PARkING SPOT.A CAR PAYS FOR A PARkING SPOT.

I HEARd I HEARd 
HE EvEN HE EvEN 

kIllEd AN kIllEd AN 
Old lAdY Old lAdY 
CROSSING CROSSING 

THE STREET.THE STREET.

Price inflation: Public transport 
versus parking meters

TAkE A 
TAkE A HIkE,buddY .  

HIkE,buddY .  

buT I uSEd TO 
buT I uSEd TO bE A vIP!bE A vIP!

...the car pays significantly less 
than other users of urban space...

...and...
Improving the quality of urban life is easy. We simply have to set new priorities.

CHIllING CAN CHIllING CAN 
GET PRETTY GET PRETTY 

bORING, HOWEvER.bORING, HOWEvER.
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kIdS THESE kIdS THESE 
dAYS!dAYS!

MY CAR SHARING APP SAYS THERE MY CAR SHARING APP SAYS THERE 
ARE 32 CARS AvAIlAblE.ARE 32 CARS AvAIlAblE.

buT I WANT TO dRIvE buT I WANT TO dRIvE 
MY OWN CAR.MY OWN CAR.

AlWAYS MINE, AlWAYS MINE, 
MINE, MINE!MINE, MINE!

WHAT WHAT 
AbOuT AbOuT 

SHARING SHARING 
INSTEAd?INSTEAd?

THERE ARE SO THERE ARE SO 
MANY AlTER-MANY AlTER-

NATIvES TO NATIvES TO 
OWNING YOuR OWNING YOuR 

OWN CAR!OWN CAR!

OWNING YOuR OWNING YOuR 
OWN CAR - OWN CAR - 

NOW THAT'S A NOW THAT'S A 
SENSE OF SENSE OF 
FREEdOM!FREEdOM!

lETTING THE WINd lETTING THE WINd 
WHIP AROuNd YOuR WHIP AROuNd YOuR 

EARS -- NOW THAT'S EARS -- NOW THAT'S 
FREEdOM!FREEdOM!

Alternatives 
already exist ...

AlTERNATIvES lIkE THIS AlTERNATIvES lIkE THIS 
MulTIMOdAl MIx.MulTIMOdAl MIx.

dOES ANYONE dOES ANYONE 
WANT TO TRY?WANT TO TRY?

NO  NO  

THANkS!
THANkS!

MulTIMOdAlMulTIMOdAl

MulTIMOdAlMulTIMOdAl

MIxMIx

MIxMIx

SORRY, IN SORRY, IN 
A HuRRY!A HuRRY!

NOPE!NOPE!

juST TAkE juST TAkE 
PublIC PublIC 

TRANSPORTTRANSPORT, , 
Add SOME Add SOME bICYClES bICYClES 

WITH A dASH OF WITH A dASH OF 
FOOT TRAFFICFOOT TRAFFIC, , 

ANd THEN MIx IN ANd THEN MIx IN 
SHARING ANdSHARING ANd

POOlING POOlING 
SERvICESSERvICES..

Many people have  
difficulty changing 
their daily routines. 
This is where policy-
makers can help.
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HIGHER HIGHER 
FEESFEES

STRICTSTRICT
 ENFORCEMENT  ENFORCEMENT 
OF vIOlATIONSOF vIOlATIONS

REduCE THE NuMbER REduCE THE NuMbER 
OF PARkING SPOTSOF PARkING SPOTS

REAllOCATE ROAd REAllOCATE ROAd 

SPACE TO OTHER SPACE TO OTHER 

PublIC uSESPublIC uSES

CREATE MORE
CREATE MORE

ulTRA lOWulTRA lOW

EMISSIONS zONES
EMISSIONS zONES

TAx TRANSPORT 
TAx TRANSPORT THAT HARMS THE ClIMATE

THAT HARMS THE ClIMATE

WE CAN'T WE CAN'T 
dO EvERYTHING dO EvERYTHING 

THAT IS THAT IS 
NECESSARY AT NECESSARY AT 

THE lOCAl lEvEl!THE lOCAl lEvEl!

THE FEdERAl THE FEdERAl 
GOvERNMENT GOvERNMENT 

NEEdS TO HElP.NEEdS TO HElP.

REduCE SPEEd lIMITSREduCE SPEEd lIMITS

OH MAN, NOT CAR OH MAN, NOT CAR 
AGAIN...AGAIN...

Policymakers need to create incentives to make sustainable mobility a reality.

"Push measures" 
should be 
enacted that 
make car 
owner ship less 
appealing.

IMPROvE PublIC IMPROvE PublIC 

TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

PROMOTE ECOMObIlITYPROMOTE ECOMObIlITY

ExPANd bIkE 
ExPANd bIkE PATHS ANd MAkE 

PATHS ANd MAkE THEM SAFER
THEM SAFER

CREATE CREATE 
PEdESTRIAN 
PEdESTRIAN FRIENdlY FRIENdlY 

AREASAREAS

ENCOuRAGE ENCOuRAGE 
SHARING ANd SHARING ANd 

POOlING POOlING 
SOluTIONSSOluTIONS

INTERlINkINTERlINk
 dIFFERENT  dIFFERENT 
MOdES OF MOdES OF 

TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

MulTIMOdAl MIx?MulTIMOdAl MIx?

 HMM...  HMM... 
TASTYTASTY

IF WE ONlY HAd IF WE ONlY HAd 
ACCESS TO THE ACCESS TO THE 
RIGHT TOOlS!RIGHT TOOlS!

"Pull measures" are designed 
to make other forms of 

transport more attractive.
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Our roads are becoming ever more congested with people and goods.
The delivery of goods is essential for daily life, supplying us with food and other necessary items. 

However, delivery vehicles compete with cars, buses, and cyclists for scare road space. 
Cities will face numerous challenges in this sector in the coming decades.

OF All uRbAN

OF All uRbAN

 ROAd FATAlITIES 

 ROAd FATAlITIES 

IN 2017 INvOlvEd A 

IN 2017 INvOlvEd A 

dElIvERY vEHIClE.

dElIvERY vEHIClE.

ON MAIN THOROuGHFARES ON MAIN THOROuGHFARES 
IN bERlIN, lIGHT ANd HEAvY IN bERlIN, lIGHT ANd HEAvY 

COMMERCIAl vEHIClES ARE COMMERCIAl vEHIClES ARE 
RESPONSIblE FOR 31% RESPONSIblE FOR 31% 

OF NITROGEN OxIdE EMISSIONS OF NITROGEN OxIdE EMISSIONS 
ANd 1/3 OF HARMFul ANd 1/3 OF HARMFul 

PARTICulATE EMISSIONS!PARTICulATE EMISSIONS!

GOODS TRANSPORT
IN CITIES 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT BUILDING BLOCK 
OF SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY

33  
RETuRNSRETuRNS

2023*

Number of daily deliveries (trips) and shipments (dispatched goods) per business (in Wuppertal, Germany)

Retailer Coffee shop Pharmacy

FORGET FORGET 
IT!IT!

dElIvERIESdElIvERIES SHIPMENTSSHIPMENTS

dAd, dAd, 
CAN I HAvE CAN I HAvE 

THIS?THIS?

THAT'S bECAuSE THAT'S bECAuSE 
NO ONE COMbINES NO ONE COMbINES 

SHIPMENTS.SHIPMENTS.

I HOPE SOME OF THOSE I HOPE SOME OF THOSE 
PACkAGES CONTAIN PACkAGES CONTAIN 

SAuSAGES...SAuSAGES...

23

29

15

2008 2018

Despite the problems, we rely on deliveries more 
than ever before, as the following figures show:

Households are also ordering more online than ever before.

7.5 6.5 
12.5 

15.5
25.5

46.5

A lOT OF TRAFFIC A lOT OF TRAFFIC 
OuT THERE TOdAY!OuT THERE TOdAY!

I MAkE 42 STOPS A I MAkE 42 STOPS A 
dAY. THAT MEANS I dAY. THAT MEANS I 

HAvE TO FINd HAvE TO FINd 
lEGAl PARkING SPOTS lEGAl PARkING SPOTS 
42 TIMES.  THERE ARE 42 TIMES.  THERE ARE 
HARdlY ANY dElIvERY HARdlY ANY dElIvERY 

zONES - ANd I ONlY zONES - ANd I ONlY 
HAvE 6 MINuTES HAvE 6 MINuTES 

PER STOP!PER STOP!

Average number of packages 
received per person each year.*

*F
OR

EC
AS

T

*COuRIER, ExPRESS, ANd PARCEl SERvICESPARCEl  
PARCEl  

dElIvERY
dElIvERY

CON- 
CON- 

T RACTORS
T RACTORS

CONSTRuCTION

CONSTRuCTION

GOOdS 
GOOdS 

TRANSPORT

TRANSPORT

WASTE 
WASTE 

COllECTION

COllECTION

32



WE SHOuld CREATE WE SHOuld CREATE 
MORE dElIvERY zONES  MORE dElIvERY zONES  

WHIlE REduCING WHIlE REduCING 
PARkING SPOTS.PARkING SPOTS.

WE SHOuld dEvElOP WE SHOuld dEvElOP 
FREIGHT HubS FREIGHT HubS 

ClOSE TO CITY CENTERS ClOSE TO CITY CENTERS 
TO AllOW buNdlEd TO AllOW buNdlEd 

lAST-MIlE dElIvERY.lAST-MIlE dElIvERY.

WE NEEd TO ESTAblISH WE NEEd TO ESTAblISH 
GREATER INCENTIvES GREATER INCENTIvES 

FOR CARGO bIkES ANd FOR CARGO bIkES ANd 
ElECTRIC vEHIClES IN ElECTRIC vEHIClES IN 

uRbAN FREIGHT uRbAN FREIGHT 
TRANSPORT.TRANSPORT.

CITIESCITIES

buT THEY CAN'T buT THEY CAN'T 
dO IT All bY dO IT All bY 
THEMSElvES.THEMSElvES.

CITIESCITIES

FIRMS
FIRMS

FEdERAl 

FEdERAl 

GOvERNMENT

GOvERNMENT

EuEu

STATES
STATES

CITIES SHOuld TAkE CITIES SHOuld TAkE 
AN ACTIvE ROlE IN AN ACTIvE ROlE IN 
MANAGING uRbAN MANAGING uRbAN 
FREIGHT TRAFFIC.FREIGHT TRAFFIC.

uNREGulATEd GROWTH IS MORE uNREGulATEd GROWTH IS MORE 
HARMFul TO THE INduSTRY HARMFul TO THE INduSTRY 

THAN bENEFICIAl.THAN bENEFICIAl.
Parcel shipping volumes 
are on the rise. The use 
of heavy trucks is also 
increasing. The carbon 
emissions of the entire 
branch are thus expected 
to grow rapidly.

Self-driving cars could revolutionize transportation.

NICO ROSbERG, FORMulA 1 RACERNICO ROSbERG, FORMulA 1 RACER

I juST ORdEREd I juST ORdEREd 
IT bY APP.IT bY APP.

I'vE SEEN A FEW I'vE SEEN A FEW 
THINGS IN MY dAY...THINGS IN MY dAY...

THESE THESE 
SElF-dRIvING SElF-dRIvING 

CARS CAN CARS CAN 
AlREAdY dRIvE AlREAdY dRIvE 
bETTER THAN bETTER THAN 

ME!ME!

THAT'S WEll ANd THAT'S WEll ANd 
GOOd FOR NICO GOOd FOR NICO 

ROSbERG ... buT ARE ROSbERG ... buT ARE 
SElF-dRIvING CARS SElF-dRIvING CARS 
AlSO GOOd FOR THE AlSO GOOd FOR THE 

ENvIRONMENT?ENvIRONMENT?

CHEERS!CHEERS!

IT dRIvES All IT dRIvES All 
bY ITSElF!bY ITSElF!

THANk GOdTHANk GOd
IT'S A IT'S A 

CONvERTIblE.CONvERTIblE.

AUTOMATED SUSTAINABILE MOBILITY?

AuTOMATION+  AuTOMATION+  
dIGITAlIzATIONdIGITAlIzATION
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HEAvEN

HEAvEN...if they are integrated into public transport,  
particularly for the first and last mile... 

...and if they are shared for the transportation                  
of numerous passengers...

SOuNdS GREAT! I SOuNdS GREAT! I 
WANT ONE TOO!WANT ONE TOO!

WHY SHOuld I WHY SHOuld I 
SHARE WITH SHARE WITH 

ANYONE ElSE?ANYONE ElSE?
MINE!
MINE! MINE!MINE! MINE!

MINE!

WOuld YOu WOuld YOu 
PREFER TO GO PREFER TO GO 
TO HEAvEN OR TO HEAvEN OR 

HEll?HEll?

Self-driving cars could create 
heaven on earth ...

...then we could reduce the size of the vehicle fleet by 97% 
without limiting personal mobility. This would free up the          
massive amounts of space currently used to park vehicles  
while also slashing energy consumption and emissions.

NO PARkING  NO PARkING  
SPOT? NO  SPOT? NO  

PROblEM! I'll  PROblEM! I'll  
juST lET THE CAR juST lET THE CAR 

dRIvE AROuNd dRIvE AROuNd 
 WITHOuT ME.  WITHOuT ME.

HEll
HEll

...if everyone wants to own their own car...

...if long-distance trips become more frequent because  
people can read or sleep while travelling...

...and if we let self-driving vehicles drive on their own, 
in order to avoid paying for expensive parking spots... 

FINAllY I CAN 
FINAllY I CAN dRIvE TOO!dRIvE TOO!

WE'RE AlMOST WE'RE AlMOST 
AT THE TRAIN              AT THE TRAIN              

STATION!.STATION!.

...or they could unleash infernal forces...

buT WHAT 
buT WHAT AbOuT PEOPlE  

AbOuT PEOPlE  WHO dON'T lIvE  
WHO dON'T lIvE  IN CITIES?IN CITIES?

…then there will be more vehicles on the road and less public space for non-vehicle related 
uses. Furthermore, distances travelled, energy consumption, and emissions will continue to rise.
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dAIlY COMMuTERS dAIlY COMMuTERS 
IN STuTTGART IN STuTTGART 

250,000

German 
population 
(2015):

THE TRAIN THE TRAIN 
IS PACkEd IS PACkEd 
AGAIN...AGAIN...

buT COMMuTING buT COMMuTING 
INTO THE CITY EvERY INTO THE CITY EvERY 

dAY IS A dRAG!dAY IS A dRAG!
THE THE 

COuNTRYSIdE IS COuNTRYSIdE IS 
SO IdYllIC!SO IdYllIC!

OH NO ...OH NO ...
I'M GOING I'M GOING 

TO bE lATE TO bE lATE 
AGAIN.AGAIN.

34.2 M in 
suburbs and towns

29.3 M 
in rural areas

IN RURAL AREAS  
SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY LOOKS DIFFERENT

Nearly one 
quarter of 
Germans 
live in rural 
areas.

18.7 M 
in cities

Modal share in villages and small towns in Germany (2017)

OH GREAT, NOW WE'RE STuCk IN A OH GREAT, NOW WE'RE STuCk IN A 
TRAFFIC jAM. MAYbE WE SHOuld TRAFFIC jAM. MAYbE WE SHOuld 

HAvE TAkEN THE TRAIN?HAvE TAkEN THE TRAIN?

THE bEST THE bEST 
OPTION IS TO  OPTION IS TO  
GO bY CAR.GO bY CAR.

juST TO GET TO THE TRAIN STATION, juST TO GET TO THE TRAIN STATION, 
YOu HAvE TO TAkE A buS TO YOu HAvE TO TAkE A buS TO 

THE NExT vIllAGE.THE NExT vIllAGE.

... ANd THEN ... ANd THEN 
WAlk 10 MIN WAlk 10 MIN 
FROM THE buS FROM THE buS 

STOP...STOP...

Car

70%

Bike

7%

Walking

17%

Public transport

5%
THAT'S THAT'S 

HORRIblE!HORRIblE!

THAT'S THE COST OF dATING A COuNTRY buMPkIN!THAT'S THE COST OF dATING A COuNTRY buMPkIN!

WHAT? WHAT? 
THE NExT buS THE NExT buS 

dOESN'T COME FOR dOESN'T COME FOR 
AN HOuR!AN HOuR!

lOW lOW 
OCCuPANCYOCCuPANCY

FIxEd FIxEd 
ROuTESROuTES

FIxEd FIxEd 
TIMESTIMES

...frequent trips mean very 
few passengers per vehicle 

...but infrequent trips 
mean low availability

People living in rural areas are much more 
dependent on cars than city dwellers...

As a result, the share of trips taken with a car is 
twenty percentage points higher in rural areas.

...because 
public trans-
port is often 
in convenient 
or unavailable.

39



With ambitious investment and new mobility services, 
public transport in rural areas can be made more convenient.

HOW AWESOME! MY OWN CHARGING STATION, HOW AWESOME! MY OWN CHARGING STATION, 

uSING ElECTRICITY I GENERATEd AT HOME!uSING ElECTRICITY I GENERATEd AT HOME!

I CAN'T WAIT I CAN'T WAIT 
TO TAkE TO TAkE 

THIS GuY OuT THIS GuY OuT 
FOR A SPIN FOR A SPIN 
TOMORROW!TOMORROW!

THANkS TO THE SuN, THANkS TO THE SuN, 
ANd MY INITIATIvE!ANd MY INITIATIvE!

SMAll & SMAll & 
FlExIblEFlExIblE

SElF-dRIvING SElF-dRIvING 
CARSCARSbOOkAblE bOOkAblE 

bY APPbY APP
POlITICIANSPOlITICIANS

EFFICIENT EFFICIENT 
OCCuPANCYOCCuPANCY

NO FIxEd NO FIxEd 
ROuTESROuTES PASSENGERS CAN PASSENGERS CAN 

bE PICkEd uP bE PICkEd uP 
ON-THE-FlY ANd ON-THE-FlY ANd 

EN ROuTEEN ROuTE

CHECk IT OuT! I CHECk IT OuT! I 
THINk THE PEdElEC IS THINk THE PEdElEC IS 

FullY CHARGEd.FullY CHARGEd.

YOuR NEW SOlAR YOuR NEW SOlAR 
PANElS ARE GREAT!PANElS ARE GREAT!

lET IT RAIN lET IT RAIN 

bAbY!bAbY!

NO ONE IN THE CITY CAN NO ONE IN THE CITY CAN 
SAY THAT!SAY THAT!

buTbuT how should people in rural areas get 
from point A to point B in the future?

WINdWINd
E-MOTORE-MOTOR

bIkING THAT  
bIkING THAT  dISTANCE IS EASY, 

dISTANCE IS EASY, ANd IT'S  ANd IT'S  HEAlTHIER, TO 
HEAlTHIER, TO 

bOOT. bOOT. 

buT WHO WANTS TO  
buT WHO WANTS TO  

ARRIvE AT WORk SWEATY?
ARRIvE AT WORk SWEATY?

NOT WITH A 
NOT WITH A PEdElEC!PEdElEC!

EvEN dISTANCES 
EvEN dISTANCES OF uP TO 15 kM 
OF uP TO 15 kM ARE NO PROblEM!

ARE NO PROblEM!

29% of commuters travel  
less than 5 km  

          to work.

20%  of commuters travel  
5-10 km to work.

WHAT IS NEEdEd  WHAT IS NEEdEd  
TO MAkE CYClING  TO MAkE CYClING  
MORE APPEAlING:MORE APPEAlING:

- GOOd bIkE PATHS- GOOd bIkE PATHS
- 'ExPRESSWAYS' FOR  - 'ExPRESSWAYS' FOR  
    CYClISTS     CYClISTS 
- PARkING INFRASTRuCTuRE- PARkING INFRASTRuCTuRE

Private cars will remain important for the foreseeable future.  
What matters is that they are electric.

Encouraging a shift to different modes of transport is 
possible in rural areas as well as in the city.

40 41



I lOvEd MOdEl TRAINS I lOvEd MOdEl TRAINS 
WHEN I WAS lITTlE.WHEN I WAS lITTlE.

I dId TOO! SOME THINGS I dId TOO! SOME THINGS 
NEvER GET Old!NEvER GET Old!

...WHY dON'T WE ...WHY dON'T WE 
TRAvEl MORE OFTEN TRAvEl MORE OFTEN 

bY TRAINbY TRAIN??

IT WOuld bE IT WOuld bE 
MuCH bETTER FOR MuCH bETTER FOR 

THE ClIMATE!THE ClIMATE!

EvERYONE uSEd TO EvERYONE uSEd TO 
TAkE THE TRAIN. buT TAkE THE TRAIN. buT 

THEN THE WORld THEN THE WORld 
WENT CAR CRAzY.WENT CAR CRAzY.

FROM ROAD TO RAIL

Comparison of greenhouse gas emissions between road and rail (in gram C02 equivalents per passenger or ton kilometer, 2017)

Comparison of energy consumption between road and rail (in megajoules* per passenger or ton kilometer*, 2017)

Energy sources in rail transport (2017)

TRAINS EMIT MuCH lESS TRAINS EMIT MuCH lESS 
CARbON THAN CARS. CARbON THAN CARS. 

RAIl IS AlSO MuCH RAIl IS AlSO MuCH 
MORE EFFICIENT FOR MORE EFFICIENT FOR 

FREIGHT TRANSPORT.FREIGHT TRANSPORT.

Rail transport is climate friendly...

 PASSENGER  PASSENGER 
TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

  PASSENGER   PASSENGER 
TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

FREIGHT TRANSPORTFREIGHT TRANSPORT

FREIGHT FREIGHT 
TRANSPORTTRANSPORT

 139 
Car 36 

Rail

1.9 
Car

1.4 
Truck

0.3 
Rail

13% 
is diesel

87% 
of rail traffic is electric

0.5 
Rail

 103 
Truck

19 
Rail

RAIl REQuIRES RAIl REQuIRES 
SIGNIFICANTlY lESS SIGNIFICANTlY lESS 

ENERGY...ENERGY...

...IN PART bECAuSE OF lOWER ...IN PART bECAuSE OF lOWER 
WHEEl FRICTION ANd IMPROvEd WHEEl FRICTION ANd IMPROvEd 

AEROdYNAMICS IN RElATION TO CARS AEROdYNAMICS IN RElATION TO CARS 
ANd TRuCkS. ANd TRuCkS. 

TOdAY, MOST TRAINS RuN ON TOdAY, MOST TRAINS RuN ON 
ElECTRICITY INSTEAd OF dIESEl. ASElECTRICITY INSTEAd OF dIESEl. AS
RENEWAblES GENERATION RISES, RAIl RENEWAblES GENERATION RISES, RAIl 

bECOMES INCREASINGlY ClIMATE FRIENdlY.bECOMES INCREASINGlY ClIMATE FRIENdlY.
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20302030

An innovative timetable 
system and better 
coordination between 
regional trains can  
dramatically improve  
the efficiency of the  
rail network. 
Travellers will 
be able to 
get anywhere 
they want with 
greater ease. 
This will require 
the expansion 
of the rail 
network and the 
construction 
of new stations. 

TOdAYTOdAY

bECAuSE RAIl IS THE GREENEST WAY TO bECAuSE RAIl IS THE GREENEST WAY TO 
MOvE FREIGHT, COMPANIES SHOuld TRANSPORT MOvE FREIGHT, COMPANIES SHOuld TRANSPORT 

MOST GOOdS bY TRAIN, WITH TRuCkS uSEd MOST GOOdS bY TRAIN, WITH TRuCkS uSEd 
ONlY WHEN NECESSARY AT THE vERY ONlY WHEN NECESSARY AT THE vERY 
bEGINNING ANd ENd OF A jOuRNEY.bEGINNING ANd ENd OF A jOuRNEY.

buT HOW?buT HOW?

  IS CAllEd 'INTERMOdAl TRANSPORT'.

  IS CAllEd 'INTERMOdAl TRANSPORT'.

SERvICES TO GET FROM POINT A TO POINT b  

SERvICES TO GET FROM POINT A TO POINT b  

THE uSE OF MulTIPlE MObIlITY

THE uSE OF MulTIPlE MObIlITY

HOW dO I GET TO WHERE I NEEd TO GO HOW dO I GET TO WHERE I NEEd TO GO 
WHEN ANd HOW MuCH dOES IT COST? WHEN ANd HOW MuCH dOES IT COST? 

THE APP TEllS ME EvERYTHING.THE APP TEllS ME EvERYTHING.

NEW MObIlE NEW MObIlE 
SOluTIONS MAkE SOluTIONS MAkE 
IT EASY TO FINdIT EASY TO FINd

CONNECTIONS ANd CONNECTIONS ANd 
dEPARTuRE TIMES dEPARTuRE TIMES 
WHEN PlANNING WHEN PlANNING 

MulTI-lEG MulTI-lEG 
jOuRNEYS WITH jOuRNEYS WITH 

dIFFERENT MOdES dIFFERENT MOdES 
OF TRANSPORT.OF TRANSPORT.

AN APPEAl TO GOvERNMENTAN APPEAl TO GOvERNMENT

Rail tolls are ultimately paid by passengers 
in the form of higher ticket prices. Rail travel 
would be more competitive if public subsidies 
were available for rail network operators.

REFORM THE RAIlWAY TOll SYSTEMREFORM THE RAIlWAY TOll SYSTEM

CREATE A lEvEl CREATE A lEvEl 
PlAYING FIEldPlAYING FIEld

OPTIMIzE OPTIMIzE 
RAIl bY RAIl bY 
20302030

If each form of transport 
was required to bear 
its own environmental 
and climate costs, rail  
would be much more  
price competitive than 
other options.

YOu MAkE ME YOu MAkE ME 
ExPENSIvE!ExPENSIvE!

lIFE SHOuld lIFE SHOuld 
bE AS Full AS bE AS Full AS 

POSSIblE!POSSIblE!

THE RAIlMAP 2030  THE RAIlMAP 2030  
FROM AGORA vERkEHRSWENdE FROM AGORA vERkEHRSWENdE 

SHOWS HOW THIS CAN bE dONE.SHOWS HOW THIS CAN bE dONE.

Policymakers must  
enshrine rail network 

optimization into law with 
guaranteed funding..

OPTIMIzE THE RAIl NETWORkOPTIMIzE THE RAIl NETWORk

TRAINS, NOT TRAINS, NOT 
SO MuCH.SO MuCH.

Since rail travel is very climate friendly, the government aims to 
double the number of train passengers in Germany by 2030.
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Sustainable transport rests on two pillars. 
This section is about the second.

sustainable transportsustainable transport

susta
ina

ble mobility
susta

ina
ble mobility

SuSTA
INA

blE ENERGY
SuSTA

INA
blE ENERGY

IN THE TRA
NSPORT SECTOR

IN THE TRA
NSPORT SECTOR
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Even if we change the way we travel and use more bicycles and trains, we won't be able to do 
away with cars and trucks entirely. To ensure that the transport sector is environmentally sustainable, 

we need to power it with renewable energy and create more efficient vehicles. 

AAAHH!!!
AAAHH!!!

Transport energy by source  
in Germany, 2017

94.5% fossil fuels 
5.5% electricity and renewables

HElP!!!HElP!!!

WHY dON'T WE SIMPlY kEEP OuR 
WHY dON'T WE SIMPlY kEEP OuR 

Old CARS ANd POWER THEM  Old CARS ANd POWER THEM  

WITH bIOFuElS, WHICH CAN bE  WITH bIOFuElS, WHICH CAN bE  

SuSTAINAblY PROduCEd?SuSTAINAblY PROduCEd?

GREAT IdEA!GREAT IdEA!

bIOFuElS bIOFuElS 
SOuNd SOuNd 

PROMISING. PROMISING. 
buT IN buT IN 

REAlITY THEY REAlITY THEY 
CREATE NEW CREATE NEW 

PROblEMS.PROblEMS.

THERE SIMPlY  THERE SIMPlY  
ISN'T ENOuGH lANd ISN'T ENOuGH lANd 

AvAIlAblE TO AvAIlAblE TO 
GROW FOOd FOR  GROW FOOd FOR  

THE WORld'S  THE WORld'S  
POPulATION...POPulATION...

...ANd TO CulTIvATE ...ANd TO CulTIvATE 
CROPS FOR CONvERSION CROPS FOR CONvERSION 

INTO bIOFuElS.INTO bIOFuElS.

I HEARd YOu CAN EvEN PROduCE I HEARd YOu CAN EvEN PROduCE 
bIOFuElS FROM GARbAGE, lIkE IN bIOFuElS FROM GARbAGE, lIkE IN 

bACk TO THE FuTuRE 2!bACk TO THE FuTuRE 2!
THAT WOuld THAT WOuld 
bE AWESOME!bE AWESOME!

YES, THAT YES, THAT 
WOuld bE WOuld bE 

GREAT... buT GREAT... buT 
THERE SIMPlY THERE SIMPlY 
ISN'T ENOuGH ISN'T ENOuGH 

bIOWASTE.bIOWASTE.

...TO  ...TO  
PROTECT PROTECT 

FlORA ANd FlORA ANd 
FAuNA IN FAuNA IN 
NATuRAl NATuRAl 

HAbITATS...HAbITATS... SluRPSluRP

IF WE CONTINuE TO POWER OuR IF WE CONTINuE TO POWER OuR 
CARS WITH GASOlINE ANd  CARS WITH GASOlINE ANd  

dIESEl,WE WON'T bE AblE TO STOP dIESEl,WE WON'T bE AblE TO STOP 
GlObAl WARMING!GlObAl WARMING!

BI0FUELS 
ARE NOT  

THE  
ANSWER

WE NEED ALTERNATIVES TO
GASOLINE AND DIESEL
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I HEARd YOu CAN PROduCE I HEARd YOu CAN PROduCE 
GASOlINE ANd dIESEl uSING GASOlINE ANd dIESEl uSING 

RENEWAblE ElECTRICITY.RENEWAblE ElECTRICITY. WHAT A buNCH WHAT A buNCH 
OF HOCuS-POCuS!OF HOCuS-POCuS!

RENEWAblE RENEWAblE 
ENERGYENERGY

POWER- POWER- 

TO- GASTO- GAS
POWER- POWER- 

TO- lIQuIdTO- lIQuId

RENEWAblE RENEWAblE 
ENERGYENERGY

I REAd AbOuT  I REAd AbOuT  
THAT THE OTHER THAT THE OTHER 

dAY. THE PROblEM dAY. THE PROblEM 
IS THAT IT'S  IS THAT IT'S  

STIll WAY TOO  STIll WAY TOO  
ExPENSIvE.ExPENSIvE.

How to produce vehicle fuels from renewable 
electricity, water, and carbon dioxide: 

SYNFUELS                  
INEFFICIENT AND TOO EXPENSIVE

IT MAY lOOk IT MAY lOOk COMPlICATEd,  
COMPlICATEd,  

buT IT'S  buT IT'S  
AlREAdY AlREAdY 
dOAblE!dOAblE!

The literary masterpiece "Don Nimbyxote"  
tells the story of a knight-errant and his squire  
Sancho SUV-Panza and their desperate  
fight against the ferocious giants known as  
wind turbines.

NIMbY= NOT IN MY bACkYARd

WITCHES ANd WITCHES ANd 
kNIGHTS - MY kNIGHTS - MY 

kINd OF STORY!kINd OF STORY!

AY CARAMbA! AY CARAMbA! 
SYNTHETIC FuElS  SYNTHETIC FuElS  
REQuIRE A lOT OF  REQuIRE A lOT OF  

WINd POWER!WINd POWER!

WE'RE ElECTRIC WE'RE ElECTRIC 
vEHIClES vEHIClES 

COME ON!  COME ON!  
OR ARE  OR ARE  

YOu  YOu  
CHICkEN?CHICkEN?

How much energy do various types of vehicles require to travel a distance of 100 km?

Battery-electric vehicle Fuel-cell vehicle Conventional vehicle  
(with power-to-gas)

Conventional vehicle  
(with power-to-liquid)

            15 kWh  31 kWh           93 kWh          103 kWh

INdEEd! dIRECT INdEEd! dIRECT 
CONSuMPTION OF CONSuMPTION OF 

ElECTRICITY IS FAR ElECTRICITY IS FAR 
MORE EFFICIENT!MORE EFFICIENT!

DIRECT POWER 
CONSUMPTION    
IS THE MOST EFFICIENT

ElECTRIC vEHIClES 
ElECTRIC vEHIClES 

THE kEY TO ClEAN-ENERGY THE kEY TO ClEAN-ENERGY 

TRANSPORT ANd THE  TRANSPORT ANd THE  

bEST STRATEGY FOR CARS.bEST STRATEGY FOR CARS.
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lITHIuM IS  lITHIuM IS  
AvAIlAblE IN AvAIlAblE IN 

SuFFICIENT QuANTITY SuFFICIENT QuANTITY 
FOR ElECTRIC vEHIClES.FOR ElECTRIC vEHIClES.

WORldWIdE lITHIuM WORldWIdE lITHIuM 
RESERvES ARE RESERvES ARE 

ENORMOuS, ENOuGH ENORMOuS, ENOuGH 
TO MEET GROWING TO MEET GROWING 

dEMANd dEMANd 

SHORT-TERM SuPPlY SHORT-TERM SuPPlY 
bOTTlENECkS COuld  bOTTlENECkS COuld  

OCCuR, HOWEvER.OCCuR, HOWEvER.

62,000,000 t
Resources

14,000,000 t
Reserves

240,000 t
annual 

demand 
in 2030

OI
l

OI
l

WHERE WHERE 
bATTERIES GET bATTERIES GET 

THEIR juICETHEIR juICE

lITHIuMlITHIuM

THAT'S WHY ITS THAT'S WHY ITS 
ExTRACTION HAS A ExTRACTION HAS A 
bAd REPuTATION.bAd REPuTATION.

THIS lOOkS FAMIlIAR...THIS lOOkS FAMIlIAR...

lITHIuM MINING IS lITHIuM MINING IS 
OFTEN ASSOCIATEd OFTEN ASSOCIATEd 
WITH POOR lAbOR WITH POOR lAbOR 
CONdITIONS ANd CONdITIONS ANd 
ENvIRONMENTAl ENvIRONMENTAl 

dAMAGE.dAMAGE.

buT buT 
are there 
enough raw 
materials for 
everyone to 
drive electric
vehicles ?

Resources:    Total deposits, including those that    
  cannot be extracted economically.

Reserves:      Deposits that can be extracted            
        economically using current technology.

WORldWIdE CObAlT WORldWIdE CObAlT 
RESOuRCES ARE AlSO RESOuRCES ARE AlSO 

ENORMOuS RElATIvE TO ENORMOuS RElATIvE TO 
ANNuAl dEMANd.ANNuAl dEMANd.

buT HAlF OF All buT HAlF OF All 
CObAlT MINING CObAlT MINING 
TAkES PlACE IN TAkES PlACE IN 
CRISIS-RIddEN CRISIS-RIddEN 

COuNTRIES SuCH AS COuNTRIES SuCH AS 
THE CONGO.THE CONGO.

GO lOOk FOR CObAlT GO lOOk FOR CObAlT 
SOMEWHERE ElSE!SOMEWHERE ElSE!

120,000,000 t
Resources under the sea floor

7,000,000 t  
Reserves

25,000,000 t
Resources in the ground

400,000 t
annual 

demand in  
2030

WE SHOuld TRY  WE SHOuld TRY  
TO RECYClE AS MuCH  TO RECYClE AS MuCH  
AS POSSIblE, dESPITE AS POSSIblE, dESPITE 

THE lARGE QuANTITITES THE lARGE QuANTITITES 
AvAIlAblE. (IN THE AvAIlAblE. (IN THE 
FuTuRE, I WIll WORk FuTuRE, I WIll WORk 
WITH lESS CObAlT.)WITH lESS CObAlT.)

TO PROTECT PEOPlE ANd THE ENvIRONMENT TO PROTECT PEOPlE ANd THE ENvIRONMENT 
WHERE MINING TAkES PlACE, WE NEEd:WHERE MINING TAkES PlACE, WE NEEd:

CObAlTCObAlT

•  Mandatory due diligence for cobalt (via cobalt's  
inclusion in the EU regulation for conflict minerals)

• Partnerships that support sustainable mining
•  Collection and recycling targets for cobalt and lithium  

in the EU's battery directive

Global raw material deposits (2018)  
versus demand in 2030



The carbon footprint of  
an electric vehicle is  

higher "at birth".

bATTERY PROduCTION FOR bATTERY PROduCTION FOR 
ElECTRIC vEHIClES CONSuMES A lOT ElECTRIC vEHIClES CONSuMES A lOT 
OF ElECTRICITY, HOWEvER. THIS IS OF ElECTRICITY, HOWEvER. THIS IS 
PARTICulARlY TROublESOME WHEN  PARTICulARlY TROublESOME WHEN  

THE ElECTRICITY IS GENERATEd uSING THE ElECTRICITY IS GENERATEd uSING 
FOSSIl FuElS.FOSSIl FuElS.

 CO₂  CO₂ 
FOOTPRINTFOOTPRINT

 CO₂  CO₂ 
FOOTPRINTFOOTPRINT

7.5 t
13.2 t

IT'S A IT'S A 
PETROlEuM PETROlEuM 

bAbY!bAbY!

FACTORYFACTORY

IT'S AN IT'S AN 
E-bAbY!E-bAbY!

In Germany, electric  
cars are already more  
climate friendly than their 
conventional counterparts.

buTbuT
aren't electric cars much  

worse for the environment 
than conventional cars  
during manufacturing?

WITH AGE, HOWEvER, E-CARS WITH AGE, HOWEvER, E-CARS 
HAvE AN AdvANTAGE.HAvE AN AdvANTAGE.

I'vE TRAvEllEd 150,000 kM I'vE TRAvEllEd 150,000 kM 
SINCE I WAS bORN!SINCE I WAS bORN!

 INCludING INCludING
EMISSIONS FROM EMISSIONS FROM 

PROduCTION!PROduCTION!

I WAS I WAS 
dROPPEd YEARS dROPPEd YEARS 

AGO.AGO.

more emissions  than an e-car

more emissions 
    than an e-car

Diesel

Gasoline

After

 

the electric vehicle has 

lower cumulative 

emissions, however.

CAlCulATIONS ARE FOR A STANdARd COMPACT ClASS CAR.

150,000 km
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I'vE bEEN FEElING I'vE bEEN FEElING 
GREAT ON THIS NEW GREAT ON THIS NEW 

ClIMATE-FRIENdlY dIET!ClIMATE-FRIENdlY dIET!

POWER MIx  POWER MIx  
IN 2018 & IN 2018 & 

2030 GOAl2030 GOAl

20302030

38%

62%

20182018

65%

35%

The adventures 
of Don Nimbyxote 
continue...

lAWMAkERS lAWMAkERS 

MuST ACT!MuST ACT!TO MEET THE GROWING dEMANd FOR ClEAN TO MEET THE GROWING dEMANd FOR ClEAN 
ElECTRICITY IN THE TRANSPORT SECTOR WITHOuT ElECTRICITY IN THE TRANSPORT SECTOR WITHOuT 
CREATING SHORTFAllS ElSEWHERE, WE NEEd TO CREATING SHORTFAllS ElSEWHERE, WE NEEd TO 

RAPIdlY ExPANd WINd ANd SOlAR ENERGY. RAPIdlY ExPANd WINd ANd SOlAR ENERGY. 

TECHNOlOGICAl AdvANCES IN ClEAN ENERGY ANd TECHNOlOGICAl AdvANCES IN ClEAN ENERGY ANd 
bATTERY PROduCTION WIll CONTINuE TO REduCE THE bATTERY PROduCTION WIll CONTINuE TO REduCE THE 

CARbON FOOTPRINT OF ElECTRIC vEHIClES. CARbON FOOTPRINT OF ElECTRIC vEHIClES. 

buT THESE EFFICIENCY 
buT THESE EFFICIENCY 

GAINS WIll bE lOST IF CARS 
GAINS WIll bE lOST IF CARS 

CONTINuE TO GET lARGER 
CONTINuE TO GET lARGER 

ANd HEAvIER.ANd HEAvIER.

dId YOu HEAR?!dId YOu HEAR?!

MMM, MMM, 
TASTY!TASTY!

The greater the share of renewables in the power  system, 
the more climate friendly electric vehicles become.

Renewables Others (coal, natural gas)

WHERE CAN I WHERE CAN I 

WATER MY HORSE?
WATER MY HORSE?

WE NEEd TO MAkE IT MORE ExPENSIvE TO  WE NEEd TO MAkE IT MORE ExPENSIvE TO  
PuRCHASE HIGH-POlluTING vEHIClES...PuRCHASE HIGH-POlluTING vEHIClES...

IMMEdIATE MEASuRES SHOuld bE TAkEN TO IMMEdIATE MEASuRES SHOuld bE TAkEN TO 
ExPANd THE NETWORk OF CHARGING STATIONS ExPANd THE NETWORk OF CHARGING STATIONS 

ANd ENSuRE NATIONWIdE COvERAGE.ANd ENSuRE NATIONWIdE COvERAGE.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE GOvERNMENT AT THE SAME TIME, THE GOvERNMENT 
MuST SubSIdIzE PuRCHASES OF lOW-EMISSION, MuST SubSIdIzE PuRCHASES OF lOW-EMISSION, 

HIGH-EFFICIENCY vEHIClES.HIGH-EFFICIENCY vEHIClES.

MONEY IS NO MONEY IS NO 
ObjECT WHEN ObjECT WHEN 
IT COMES TO IT COMES TO 
HOW I ROll!HOW I ROll!

juST A bIT juST A bIT 
FuRTHER!FuRTHER!

MOST ElECTRIC MOST ElECTRIC 

CARS TOdAY ARE MORE 
CARS TOdAY ARE MORE 

ExPENSIvE THAN ExPENSIvE THAN 

COMbuSTION MOdElS.
COMbuSTION MOdElS.

YIPEY!YIPEY!

Policymakers 
must create 
incentives that 
accelerate 
the switch to 
electric cars.

MY HORSE NEEdS MY HORSE NEEdS 
A dRINk!A dRINk!

POlICYMAkERS POlICYMAkERS 
MuST CREATE MuST CREATE 

A REGulATORY A REGulATORY 
FRAMEWORk FRAMEWORk 

THAT ENCOuRAGES THAT ENCOuRAGES 
THESE CHANGES!THESE CHANGES!
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Widespread deployment of electric vehicles in 
Germany will require the expansion of the 
power grid. To keep investment costs down, we 
need flexible charging for electric vehicles in 
combination with sustainable mobility.

I'vE bEEN bOOkEd FOR A TRIP I'vE bEEN bOOkEd FOR A TRIP 
STARTING IN A FEW MNuTES. STARTING IN A FEW MNuTES. 

I NEEd A FAST CHARGE.I NEEd A FAST CHARGE.

Ok, I WIll Ok, I WIll 
CHARGE AT CHARGE AT 

THE MAxIMuM THE MAxIMuM 
RATE!RATE!

I NEEd YOu AGAIN I NEEd YOu AGAIN 
SOON! AT 9 PM  SOON! AT 9 PM  

I NEEd TO dRIvE  I NEEd TO dRIvE  
100 kM.100 kM.

Ok, I WIll Ok, I WIll 
lET THE lET THE 

OTHER CARS OTHER CARS 
CHARGE uP CHARGE uP 

FIRST.FIRST.

I NEEd YOu I NEEd YOu 
AGAIN TOMOR-AGAIN TOMOR-
ROW MORNING ROW MORNING 
AT 7 AM TO AT 7 AM TO 

dRIvE 22 kM.dRIvE 22 kM.

All CARS ARE CHARGEd SIMulTANEOuSlY AT THE MAxIMuM RATEAll CARS ARE CHARGEd SIMulTANEOuSlY AT THE MAxIMuM RATE

INFlExIblE CHARGING WITHOuT SuSTAINAblE MObIlITY:INFlExIblE CHARGING WITHOuT SuSTAINAblE MObIlITY:

FlExIblE CHARGING WITH SuSTAINAblE MObIlITY:FlExIblE CHARGING WITH SuSTAINAblE MObIlITY:

buTbuT
how do we get  
electricity into cars?

WHAT dOES THAT  WHAT dOES THAT  
EvEN MEAN?EvEN MEAN?

IT'S SIMPlE: CHARGE ME WHENEvER THERE IS AN IT'S SIMPlE: CHARGE ME WHENEvER THERE IS AN 
AbuNdANCE OF RENEWAblE ENERGY, buT dON'T AbuNdANCE OF RENEWAblE ENERGY, buT dON'T 
CHARGE ME SO MuCH AS TO OvERlOAd THE POWERCHARGE ME SO MuCH AS TO OvERlOAd THE POWER

GRId. dOES THAT MAkE SENSE?GRId. dOES THAT MAkE SENSE?

We need flexible charging 
that accommodates 
current grid capacity 
and generation levels.

CHARGING bASEd ON CHARGING bASEd ON 
GRId CAPACITYGRId CAPACITY

CHARGING bASEd ON CHARGING bASEd ON 
GENERATION lEvElSGENERATION lEvElS

I CHARGE AS I CHARGE AS 
lONG AS I AM NOT lONG AS I AM NOT 
OvERlOAdING THE OvERlOAdING THE 
GRId. THIS HElPS GRId. THIS HElPS 
STAbIlIzE GRId STAbIlIzE GRId 
POWER FlOWS.POWER FlOWS.

I CHARGE I CHARGE 
ONlY 20%ONlY 20%

I CHARGE I CHARGE 
100%100%

THIS kEEPS GRId THIS kEEPS GRId 
ExPANSION TO  ExPANSION TO  

A MINIMuM!A MINIMuM!

ElECTRICITY STORAGE IS  ElECTRICITY STORAGE IS  
dIFFICulT. THE lESS POWER THAT dIFFICulT. THE lESS POWER THAT 

NEEdS STORING, THE bETTER.NEEdS STORING, THE bETTER.

ONE AT A TIME PlEASE. ONE AT A TIME PlEASE. 
OTHERWISE THE GRId WIll OTHERWISE THE GRId WIll 

OvERlOAd!OvERlOAd!

WHEN OuTPuT OF WHEN OuTPuT OF 
RENEWAblES IS HIGH,  RENEWAblES IS HIGH,  

THE PRICE OF POWER FAllS,  THE PRICE OF POWER FAllS,  
ANd I CAN CHARGE AHEAd  ANd I CAN CHARGE AHEAd  
OF TIME. buT THOSE IN A OF TIME. buT THOSE IN A 
HuRRY RECEIvE PRIORITY  HuRRY RECEIvE PRIORITY  

IN ORdER TO PREvENT THE  IN ORdER TO PREvENT THE  
GRId FROM OvERlOAdING.GRId FROM OvERlOAdING.

I CHARGE I CHARGE 
WHEN POWER WHEN POWER 

IS CHEAP, IS CHEAP, 
REGARd-REGARd-

lESS OF THE lESS OF THE 
PROblEMS IT PROblEMS IT 

CREATES. CREATES. 

I'll CHARGE  I'll CHARGE  
TO 100% TO 100% 

ANYWAY!!!ANYWAY!!!

HElP,  HElP,  
I'M OvER-I'M OvER-
lOAdING!lOAdING!

NO, I WIll!!!NO, I WIll!!!

CHARGING bASEd ON CHARGING bASEd ON 
GRId CAPACITY ANd GRId CAPACITY ANd 
GENERATION lEvElSGENERATION lEvElS

6 PM ON A WEEkdAY6 PM ON A WEEkdAY

6 PM ON A WEEkdAY6 PM ON A WEEkdAY

€€€

€
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SYNTHETIC FuElSSYNTHETIC FuElS

POWER-TO-GAS POWER-TO-GAS 
POWER-TO-lIQuIdPOWER-TO-lIQuId

H₂H₂

ElECTRICITY ElECTRICITY 
FROM RENEWAblES FROM RENEWAblES 

TROllEYTRuCk TROllEYTRuCk 

bATTERYbATTERYFuEl CEllSFuEl CEllS

A TRuCk TOll  A TRuCk TOll  
THAT FluCTuATES THAT FluCTuATES 
bASEd ON CARbON bASEd ON CARbON 

EMISSIONS EMISSIONS 
 WOuld CREATE  WOuld CREATE 
INCENTIvES TO INCENTIvES TO 

REduCE EMISSIONS  REduCE EMISSIONS  
IN ROAd FREIGHT IN ROAd FREIGHT 

ANd uSE  ANd uSE  
MORE EFFICIENT  MORE EFFICIENT  

vEHIClES.vEHIClES.
IF dIESEl IN GERMANY IF dIESEl IN GERMANY 

bECOMES MORE  bECOMES MORE  
ExPENSIvE, THEN I'll ExPENSIvE, THEN I'll 
TANk uP ElSEWHERE.TANk uP ElSEWHERE.

CARbON TAxES  CARbON TAxES  
ON FuElS ARE NOT  ON FuElS ARE NOT  

ENOuGH. ENOuGH. 

GERMAN CARbON 
GERMAN CARbON TAxES ON FuElTAxES ON FuEl

HEAVY TRUCKS  
EXPERTS ARE STILL DEBATING  

HOW BEST TO POWER THEM

At some point in the future, we will probably need 
carbon-free synfuels for airplanes and ships.

YES! SuMMER YES! SuMMER 
vACATION IS vACATION IS 
COMING SOON.COMING SOON.

ANd ANd 
 dAd'S NEW  dAd'S NEW 

GIRlFRIENd IS GIRlFRIENd IS 
COMING WITH COMING WITH 

uS.uS.

THAT'S FINE WITH THAT'S FINE WITH 
ME. I lIkE HER.ME. I lIkE HER.

uNFORTuNATElY uNFORTuNATElY 
CRuISE SHIPS ARE CRuISE SHIPS ARE 

AlSO TERRIblE FOR AlSO TERRIblE FOR 
THE ENvIRONMENT.THE ENvIRONMENT.

THAT'S STIll  THAT'S STIll  
A lONG  A lONG  

WAY OFF.WAY OFF.

THIS NEW GIRlFRIENd THIS NEW GIRlFRIENd 
CERTAINlY SPEAkS  CERTAINlY SPEAkS  

HER MINd...HER MINd...
I'M A lIGHTWEIGHT I'M A lIGHTWEIGHT 

bY COMPARISON.bY COMPARISON.

WE'RE juST  WE'RE juST  
TOO FAT.TOO FAT.

  WHAT AbOuT   WHAT AbOuT 
THE CANARY THE CANARY 

ISlANdS? THE ISlANdS? THE 
FlIGHTS ARE  FlIGHTS ARE  

CHEAP.CHEAP.

I'd PREFER I'd PREFER 
NOT TO FlY.NOT TO FlY.

FlYING dOES MAkE IT HARd TO TAkE FlYING dOES MAkE IT HARd TO TAkE 
THE dOG... WHAT AbOuT A CRuISE  THE dOG... WHAT AbOuT A CRuISE  

SHIP INSTEAd? dOESN'T THAT  SHIP INSTEAd? dOESN'T THAT  
SOuNd GREAT?SOuNd GREAT?

MAYbE IN THE FuTuRE MAYbE IN THE FuTuRE 
AIRPlANES ANd CRuISE SHIPS AIRPlANES ANd CRuISE SHIPS 

WIll RuN ON ElECTRICITY.WIll RuN ON ElECTRICITY.

LARGE SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT  
THESE VEHICLES PROBABLY CAN'T BE ELECTRIFIED

ElECTRICITY ElECTRICITY 
FROM RENEWAblESFROM RENEWAblES
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What is the CO² footprint of my trip? 
(CO² equivalent kilograms)

      Train       Car       Plane

German air freight  
(Annual freight  
volume in  
billions of tons)

ISTANbulISTANbul

2,700 kM2,700 kM

97 375 360

bERlIN           MuNICHbERlIN           MuNICH

PARIS
PARIS

600 kM600 kM

22 83 103

1,000 kM1,000 kM

36 139 196

73.9 % 

 10.9% uSA 
uSA 

4.1 % 
AFRICAAFRICA

Destinations of 
flights originating in 

Germany (2017) 

WHY dON'T WE vACATION MORE OFTEN IN WHY dON'T WE vACATION MORE OFTEN IN 
GERMANY? YOu AlWAYS SAId YOu WANTEd  GERMANY? YOu AlWAYS SAId YOu WANTEd  

TO GO HIkING IN bAvARIA...TO GO HIkING IN bAvARIA...

WEll...WEll...

OR WE COuld OR WE COuld 
GO CAMPING!GO CAMPING!

dO I lOOk lIkE  dO I lOOk lIkE  
AN OuTdOOR  AN OuTdOOR  
dOG? I AM A  dOG? I AM A  

REFINEd CITY dOG!REFINEd CITY dOG!

EuROPEEuROPE

The adventure meme is 
not without drawbacks.

2000 

2.4

2017

4.8

+100%!!
+100%!!

+32%!!
+32%!! +86%!!

+86%!!

AHA! MOST FlIGHTS FROM AHA! MOST FlIGHTS FROM 
GERMANY REMAIN IN  GERMANY REMAIN IN  

EuROPE. WE CAN TAkE THE EuROPE. WE CAN TAkE THE 
TRAIN INSTEAd!TRAIN INSTEAd!

PluS I dON'T GET PluS I dON'T GET 
THROWN INTO THE THROWN INTO THE 
CARGO HOld IN A CARGO HOld IN A 

SMAll CAGE!SMAll CAGE!

I AM TOO  I AM TOO  
HEAvY TO  HEAvY TO  
RuN ON  RuN ON  

bATTERIES.bATTERIES.

GREEN SYNFuElS  
GREEN SYNFuElS  

ARE NOT  ARE NOT  

AvAIlAblE IN 
AvAIlAblE IN 

SuFFICIENT  
SuFFICIENT  

QuANTITIES. 
QuANTITIES. 

Carbon-neutral planes remain a distant dream. For 
now, the only solution is to fly less.  

SO MuCH FOR SO MuCH FOR 
FlIGHT-SHAMING. FlIGHT-SHAMING. 

PEOPlE ARE  PEOPlE ARE  
FlYING MORE THAN FlYING MORE THAN 

EvER!EvER!

ONE TON? juST ONE  ONE TON? juST ONE  
ROuNd-TRIP FlIGHT TO TuRkEY ROuNd-TRIP FlIGHT TO TuRkEY 
WOuld ExHAuST MY EMISSIONS WOuld ExHAuST MY EMISSIONS 

budGET.budGET.

10.8% 
ASIAASIA

0.4 % 
AuSTRAlIA &  
AuSTRAlIA &  

OCEANIAOCEANIA
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2017 9
7.8

 M

German  
per capita 

CO² emissions 
are 11 tons annually,

 and must fall to 1 ton
 to fulfill emission targets.

Per capita carbon 
emissions today

Maximum annual 
per capita emissions 

compatible with 
reduction targets

11t 
CO²

1t 
CO²

73.9 %
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Looking to the future

CHAPTER 3CHAPTER 3
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CARBON PRICING IS ESSENTIAL 
FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

Polluters should pay for the damage they cause to the environment. By taxing activities 
that emit carbon, we can discourage pollution while encouraging cleaner alternatives. In this 
way, carbon pricing can help create climate-friendly transport powered by clean energy.

MIxMIx MulTIMOdAlMulTIMOdAl
MIxMIx

WHO WOuld WHO WOuld 
lIkE TO TRY? I lIkE TO TRY? I 
HAvE lOTS OF HAvE lOTS OF 
NEW FlAvORS!NEW FlAvORS!

I dO!I dO!
TASTY!TASTY!

TOdAY'S PRICES dON'T 
TOdAY'S PRICES dON'T REFlECT  THE TRuE 

REFlECT  THE TRuE ENvIRONMENTAl IMPACT!
ENvIRONMENTAl IMPACT!CO₂ CO₂ 

PRICINGPRICING

OH NO! I THINk  OH NO! I THINk  
I SEE MYSElF!I SEE MYSElF!

A HORROR SCENARIO: A 
A HORROR SCENARIO: A WOMAN WITH lOW-INCOME 

WOMAN WITH lOW-INCOME WHO lIvES IN A 
WHO lIvES IN A POORlY INSulATEd HOuSE 

POORlY INSulATEd HOuSE IN A REMOTE lOCATION,  
IN A REMOTE lOCATION,  REQuIRING lONG COMMuTES.

REQuIRING lONG COMMuTES.

CARbON CARbON 
PRICING?!PRICING?!

TO ENSuRE THAT CARbON PRICING IS FAIR, THE  TO ENSuRE THAT CARbON PRICING IS FAIR, THE  
REvENuES IT GENERATES SHOuld FlOW bACk TO  REvENuES IT GENERATES SHOuld FlOW bACk TO  

CITIzENS THROuGH (1) uNIFORM PER CAPITA  CITIzENS THROuGH (1) uNIFORM PER CAPITA  
REdISTRIbuTION, (2) A REduCTION IN THE ElECTRICITY REdISTRIbuTION, (2) A REduCTION IN THE ElECTRICITY 

TAx, ANd (3) A HARdSHIP FuNd.TAx, ANd (3) A HARdSHIP FuNd.

THAT'S CAllEd ENERGY POvERTY.THAT'S CAllEd ENERGY POvERTY.
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The auto industry is facing the greatest upheaval in its history. Manufacturers who 
resist change will end up losing out. The future belongs to companies that embrace  

the development of environmentally friendly vehicles and services.

Electric drivetrains are less complex than their conventional counterparts, 
and hence require less manpower to build. If 40% of new cars are  
electric in 2030 and 20% are hybrid, the German automotive sector will 
have 84,000 fewer employees.

In the "business as usual" scenario (continued manufacturing of con ven-
tional vehicles), some 57,000 jobs will disappear by 2030 due to greater 
mechanization and productivity increases. 

WHAT dO WE dO NOW?
WHAT dO WE dO NOW?

lANd AHOY!lANd AHOY!

WHY SHOuld I 
WHY SHOuld I 

CARE AbOuT 
CARE AbOuT 

THE FuTuRE?
THE FuTuRE?

THIS dECISION TREE 
THIS dECISION TREE 

HAS FAR-REACHING 
HAS FAR-REACHING 

CONSEQuENCES!CONSEQuENCES!

TEST IT FOR YOuRSElF.
TEST IT FOR YOuRSElF.

Should we 
manufacture 

electric 
vehicles 

for climate 
protection?

YESYES

NONO

jOb dESTROYER!jOb dESTROYER!

STARTSTART

CHANGE IS INEVITABLE 
BUT OFFERS TREMENDOUS  

OPPORTUNITY

If car and bike sharing enjoys  
success as a business model in  
Germany, some 200,000 new jobs 
could be created. However, this 
would likely reallocate demand for 
jobs and skills across regions.

However, only 30,000 jobs will be lost because  
of e-vehicles. The other 57,000 jobs will disappear 
regardless of the types of vehicles we produce,  
due to productivity improvements and further  
automation. It is also important to consider that  
the industry currently employs 840,000 people.

NO, I'M NO, I'M 
STEAlING YOuR STEAlING YOuR 
jObS! MuHAHA!jObS! MuHAHA!

lANd lANd 
AHOYAHOY!!

2016 automobile production and sales figures of Germany car makers 

Share of global automobile  
production by German companies 

HERE AREHERE ARE  
15.8 M    

CARS!CARS!  

dOMESTIC dOMESTIC 
PROduCTION PROduCTION 
5.7 M

FOREIGN  FOREIGN  
PROduCTIONPROduCTION  
10.1 M THANkS,  THANkS,  

WE'll TAkEWE'll TAkE  

13.4 M    
CARS...CARS...

buT PlEASE SENd  buT PlEASE SENd  
uS ElECTRIC vEHIClES uS ElECTRIC vEHIClES 

IN THE FuTuRE!IN THE FuTuRE!

GREAT, WE'll  GREAT, WE'll  

TAkETAkE    2.4 M    
CARS!CARS!  

German companies sell more cars abroad than they do at home. Demand for electric  
vehicles in foreign markets, especially in China, is growing rapidly. If Germany cannot cater  
to this demand, massive job losses in the German car industry are likely to result.
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THAT WOuld bE  THAT WOuld bE  17 bIllION A YEAR  
17 bIllION A YEAR  FOR SuSTAINAblE  FOR SuSTAINAblE  

TRANSPORT!TRANSPORT!

I REAd TOdAY THAT GERMANY SPENdS  I REAd TOdAY THAT GERMANY SPENdS  
43 bIllION A YEAR ON dEFENSE AlONE. 43 bIllION A YEAR ON dEFENSE AlONE. 

HOW MuCH WIll SuSTAINAblE HOW MuCH WIll SuSTAINAblE 
TRANSPORT COST?TRANSPORT COST?

HOW MANY bONES HOW MANY bONES 
CAN YOu buY FOR CAN YOu buY FOR 

250 bIllION?250 bIllION?

ANd THE MONEY WE SPENd ON THE  ANd THE MONEY WE SPENd ON THE  
TRANSFORMATION WIll HElP PROTECT uS TRANSFORMATION WIll HElP PROTECT uS 

FROM THE dISASTROuS EFFECTS OF  FROM THE dISASTROuS EFFECTS OF  
RuNAWAY ClIMATE CHANGE.RuNAWAY ClIMATE CHANGE.

YES, buT YES, buT 
IT WON'T IT WON'T 
PROTECT PROTECT 

YOu FROM A YOu FROM A 
PROud dAd!PROud dAd!

IT'S NOT  IT'S NOT  
MuCH WHEN  MuCH WHEN  

YOu CONSIdER  YOu CONSIdER  
WHAT WE SPENd WHAT WE SPENd 

ON OTHER  ON OTHER  
THINGS.THINGS.

ClIMATE CHANGE
ClIMATE CHANGEANd ANd 

FIRE!FIRE!

250 bIllION 250 bIllION 
EuROS?!EuROS?!bETWEE NOW ANd  bETWEE NOW ANd  

2030, INvESTMENT  2030, INvESTMENT  
COSTS COuld TOTAl  COSTS COuld TOTAl  
250 bIllION EuROS. 250 bIllION EuROS. 

WE CAN AFFORD 
 SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

The German government awards environmentally harmful tax  
breaks in the transport sector amounting to 28.6 billion euros  
annually. In purely mathematical terms, the abolition of these 
tax breaks would be more than sufficient to fund the 
investment necessary to transform the sector.

Value of environmentally harmful tax breaks, 
(2017), in euro billions

buT HOW  buT HOW  
ARE WE TO ARE WE TO 

PAY FOR  PAY FOR  
All THAT!  All THAT!  

MONEY MONEY 
dOESN'T dOESN'T 
GROW ON GROW ON 
TREES!TREES!

NO. WE  NO. WE  
SIMPlY NEEd TO  SIMPlY NEEd TO  
STOP WASTING STOP WASTING 

MONEY IN OTHER MONEY IN OTHER 
AREAS!AREAS!

IN PARTICulAR, WE IN PARTICulAR, WE 
SHOuld ElIMINATE TAxSHOuld ElIMINATE TAx

bREAkS THAT ENCOuRAGE bREAkS THAT ENCOuRAGE 
HARMFul EMISSIONS.HARMFul EMISSIONS.

INvESTMENT IN SuS-  INvESTMENT IN SuS-  
TAINAblE TRANSPORT WIll TAINAblE TRANSPORT WIll 
AlSO AllOW uS TO REduCE AlSO AllOW uS TO REduCE 

ENERGY ExPENdITuRES.ENERGY ExPENdITuRES.

jET FuEl IS  
jET FuEl IS  

TAx FREE.
TAx FREE.

THE COST OF 
THE COST OF dRIvING TO WORk IS 

dRIvING TO WORk IS TAx dEduCTIblE.
TAx dEduCTIblE.

 bIG ANd 
 bIG ANd ExPENSIvE 

ExPENSIvE CARS GET THE 
CARS GET THE HIGHEST HIGHEST TAx bREAk.
TAx bREAk.

dIESEl IS TAxEd  dIESEl IS TAxEd  
AT A lOWER RATE  AT A lOWER RATE  THAN GASOlINE.THAN GASOlINE.

Diesel privilege 

7.4 billion

Jet fuel 

11.8 billion

Commuter 
deductibles

 

5.1 billion

Tax breaks for 
company cars

                             3.1  
           billion

Miscellaneous 

      1.2  
       billion
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WHO SAYS  WHO SAYS  
YOu CAN'T YOu CAN'T 

TEACH TEACH 
HuMANS A  HuMANS A  
FEW NEW FEW NEW 
TRICkS!TRICkS!

 AIR QuAlITY WIll   AIR QuAlITY WIll  
IMPROvE...IMPROvE... ...SO WIll ROAd ...SO WIll ROAd 

SAFETY!SAFETY!

THERE'll bE MORE SPACE FOR bIkE THERE'll bE MORE SPACE FOR bIkE 
PATHS ANd OTHER NICE THINGS.PATHS ANd OTHER NICE THINGS.

ONCE WE ARE NO ONCE WE ARE NO 
lONGER dEPENdENT lONGER dEPENdENT 

ON OIl, GERMANY ON OIl, GERMANY 
CAN ACHIEvE ENERGY CAN ACHIEvE ENERGY 

SElF-SuFFICIENCY.SElF-SuFFICIENCY.

THEN IT'll bE THEN IT'll bE 
GOOdbYE, bIG OIl!GOOdbYE, bIG OIl!TAdA!TAdA!

I THINk THEY'RE I THINk THEY'RE 
CATCHING ON!CATCHING ON!

NOW THEY juST NEEd TO NOW THEY juST NEEd TO 
lEARN HOW TO dRIvE...lEARN HOW TO dRIvE... EvEN WITHOuT ClIMATE EvEN WITHOuT ClIMATE 

CHANGE ...CHANGE ...
... A SuSTAINAblE TRANSPORT SECTOR ... A SuSTAINAblE TRANSPORT SECTOR 

WOuld MAkE MANY THINGS bETTERWOuld MAkE MANY THINGS bETTER

bOTH IN CITIES...bOTH IN CITIES...

...ANd IN THE ...ANd IN THE 
COuNTRY.COuNTRY.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT IS GOOD 
NOT JUST FOR CLIMATE PROTECTION
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MY dREAM HAS MY dREAM HAS 
FINAllY COME FINAllY COME 

TRuE!TRuE!  
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Agora
Greek for "gathering place" or 
"marketplace"; the central public 
space in ancient Greek city-states 
where ideas were exchanged and 
debated.

CO2 equivalents
A unit of measurement for 
standardizing the climate impact of 
different greenhouse gases. It refers 
to the magnitude of the greenhouse 
gas effect as expressed in CO2. 

Electric vehicles
This includes both battery-electric 
and fuel-cell vehicles.

Electric mobility
Discussion of electric vehicles in 
German and French usually falls  
under what is known as “electric 
mobility” (German: Elektromobilität; 
French: mobilité électrique). The  
term has been slow to catch on in  
English-speaking countries, most 
likely because “mobility” is already 
frequently used to refer to “mobile 
computing” and “social mobility.”

Intermodal transport
When different means of transport 
(car, bus, bicycle) are combined in a 
single journey.

MJ/P km
Refers to the amount of energy 
required to transport one person 
one kilometer in megajoules. 

MJ/t km
Refers to the amount of energy 
required to transport one ton of 
goods one kilometer in megajoules. 

Modal share (AKA modal split)
The percentage of travelers using a 
particular type of transportation.

Multimodal mix
When different means of transport 
(car, bus, bicycle) are combined in a 
single journey.

NIMBY
NIMBY (short for “not in my back 
yard”) describes the opposition of 
residents to a planned development 
– such as an airport, a low-incoming 
housing project, or, as in our case,  
a wind turbine – that they would 
otherwise support were it not being 
built so close to their homes.

Passenger transport
While the term “passenger” is 
normally used in English to refer to 
an individual transported in a vehicle 
that he or she does not operate, the 
OECD defines “passenger transport” 
as any form of transport of 
people by road, rail, water, or air.

Power-to-gas
Also abbreviated PtG, this refers to  
a process for producing gas from 
electricity, which can be stored and 
used to power vehicles.

Power-to-liquid
Refers to a process for producing 
liquid fuel from electricity. 
Hydrogen is first split from  
water via electrolysis, and then  
converted into synthetic fuel  
via Fischer-Tropsch synthesis.

GHG
Greenhouse gases are all gases that 
raise the temperature of the earth’s 
atmosphere. They include carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), 
and chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

Verkehrswende
A German neologism inspired by the 
term "Energiewende" (literally,  
"energy transition"), it is a compound 
of the German terms "Verkehr"  
(transport, traffic) and "Wende" 
(transition, turnaround). It refers to 
the transformation of the transport 
sector toward greater sustainability 
(pronunciation: Fair-cares-venn-duh).
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Agora Verkehrswende is a Berlin-based think tank that conducts in-depth  
research on mitigating climate change in the transport sector. The arguments 
in favor of a Verkehrswende – a sweeping transformation of the transport  
sector toward sustainability – are numerous and compelling. Yet so far action 
has failed to materialize, persuading us to ask: What can we do to increase 
public awareness for this important issue?

You’re holding the answer in your hands. This infographic novel shares our 
insights in a new format designed to reach a wider audience and engender 
broader public support for sustainable transport. The storyline follows  
a family of three generations, from the young and idealistic to the old and  
cantankerous, as they grapple with issues related to the climate and the 
future of mobility. They discover that sustainable transport is not just good 
for the climate, but also an opportunity to positively reshape how we live  
and work together.

Agora Verkehrswendeis a joint initiative of 
Stiftung Mercator and the European Climate Foundation.

Ellery Studio drives transformation at the  
intersection of innovation, knowledge and design.
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