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Risks arise for vehicle traffic, pedestrians and cy-
clists when streets are packed with a large quan-
tity of parked vehicles. Double-parked cars can 
block traffic and prevent emergency vehicle ac-
cess. Furthermore, they force drivers and cyclists 
to attempt dangerous passing maneuvers. Pedes-
trians are also at risk, as congested parking sit-
uations make it difficult for drivers to see people 
crossing the street. This problem is exacerbated 
by growing  vehicle size, including the increasing 
popularity of SUVs. In Germany, double parking 
and other forms of illegal parking are often met 
with a slap on the wrist – if they are punished at 
all – despite the safety dangers they pose.

Road Safety
When streets are congested with parked cars, pedestrians  
and drivers may not see each other

Risks to children
When large vehicles are parked alongside the road, 
drivers may not see children crossing the street. This 
problem is exacerbated by the growing popularity of 
larger vehicles.

Illegally parked cars impair the flow of 
traffic
Double-parked cars and cars 
parked on sidewalks 
and bike paths may 
force drivers 
and cyclists 
to engage in 
dangerous 
maneuvers.

Drivers get off easy 
Individuals who ride public transport without a ticket 
on a repeated basis are required to answer criminal 
charges. By contrast, drivers who park illegally on a 
recurring basis only have to 
face misdemeanor fines.

Parking fines are too low in Germany
Illegally parking on bike paths or on the sidewalk only 
costs 30 euros in Germany, despite the associated 
risks to public safety; other countries impose more 
severe fines. 

Vehicles are getting bigger
Larger vehicles such as SUVs are becoming ever-more 
popular, despite an unchanged amount of space avail-
able in city streets. 

In Germany, almost 1/4 of newly registered vehicles 
are SUVs.
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Time and Money
Providing parking is expensive for taxpayers – and searching 
for available parking is time-consuming and stressful

The construction and maintenance of parking 
spots generates high costs. These costs are pri-
marily borne by taxpayers, for there is strong 
public resistance to parking fees that enable full 
cost recovery. Parking permits in Germany are 
extremely cheap compared to other countries; 
in Berlin, for example, a resident parking permit 
costs just 10 euros annually. Accordingly, parking 
permit revenues only cover a small share of actual 
costs. Yet parking isn‘t just expensive to provide 
and maintain. Finding available parking is also 
stressful and time-consuming for drivers: Two-
thirds of all German drivers feel stressed by their 
daily search for available parking.

The hidden cost of underground garages 
Costs are generally borne by all residents in an apartment building

Parking costs money  
It costs the city of Berlin 220 euros annually to main-
tain a parking spot in permit-required areas. 

Searching for parking is time-intensive
In large German cities, the 
average driver spends 40 to 
70 hours a year searching for 
parking, due to a lack of effec-
tive parking management. This 
corresponds to 5 to 8 lost days 
each year.

The construction of an underground garage in an ur-
ban area generally costs between 22,000 and 26,000 
euros per parking spot.

This expense, which represents 10% of total building 
construction costs on average, is typically borne by all 
residents equally, regardless of their ability to pay or 
vehicle ownership status. 

Average annual vehicle costs (example: VW Golf)

A PARKING PERMIT COSTS 827 
 EUROS PER YEAR IN STOCKHOLM.

+ 10%

For public safety and enforcement (supervision of rule adherence; issu-
ance and collection of fines)

45%

General administration (parking-area planning, regu-
lation, and management)

27%

Construction, drainage, cleaning, lighting

28%

Relative Shares by Cost Type

Cars are expensive, parking is cheap
When compared to the high costs of owning a car, 
resident parking permits, which cost a maximum of 
30.70 euros in Germany, are exceedingly cheap. This 
corresponds to less than 1% of the running costs that 
an average household spends on vehicle ownership – 
even when fuel costs are excluded.

<1% parking permit

14% repairs & maintenance

64% depreciation

21% insurance and taxes
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Urban space is a public good to which all seg-
ments of society should have equal access. How-
ever, cars enjoy a privileged status: they require 
a disproportionately large amount of space, and 
also receive financial advantages in comparison to 
other forms of transport and space usage options. 
Cyclists and pedestrians are not the only groups 
who are relatively disadvantaged. Local residents 
would benefit if a higher priority were assigned to 
reserving urban space for parks, outdoor markets 
and other common usage areas. If unused parking 
spots in public parking garages and at super-
markets were better utilized, less space would be 
required for parked cars on urban streets.

Distorted competition
In Munich, parking meter fees have remained un-
changed since 2003. Public transport has become 
considerably more expensive, however, with single 
tickets costing 45% more and monthly passes costing 
74% more.

How cars are valued by society
As a society, we grant more space to cars than to 
children. Parks and playgrounds are crucial for high 
quality of life. However, in Berlin, 10 times more space 
is reserved for parking than for playgrounds.

Cheap meters
When compared internationally, German parking 
 meter fees are particularly low. Many cities throughout 
the world charge much higher fees for parking a car.

Parking has a privileged status
Local government charges residents varying amounts 
for the use of urban space – yet without considering 
the social value of each form of use. In Munich, for 
example, a resident parking permit costs 30 euros 
per year (8 cents per day). Other forms of use are 
considerably more expensive. A car-sized stall at a 
farmer’s market costs 18 euros per day and a car-
sized sidewalk area for restaurant seating costs 
1.50 euros per day.

Public Space
Cars have a privileged status and 
occupy valuable urban space 

Cars waste space
One car takes up as much space as ten bicycles.

1 x 
play-
ground

10 x 
parking space

If one were to line up all 1.2 million cars 
registered in Berlin from end-to-end...
... one would have a line of cars stretching 4,500 
miles (7,200 kilometers). That is equal to the distance 
from Stockholm to Lisbon and back!
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By employing the methods of parking manage-
ment, city planners can steer demand for park-
ing, thus reducing the burden of vehicle traffic 
in urban areas. A range of management options 
are available, including the imposition of park-
ing fees, the repurposing of parking lots, and 
the creation of park & ride facilities. How ever, 
these techniques are only effective when they 
are combined with measures that promote the 
use of public transport and encourage pedestri-
an and bicycle traffic. Experience gathered in 
Paris,  Vienna, Munich and elsewhere shows the 
benefits that can be obtained through a com-

bination of “push and pull” measures. Parking 
management can reduce vehicle traffic, improve 
air quality, enhance public safety and increase 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic. Lower demand 
for parking means less time spent searching for 
a parking spot. Various solutions for the repur-
posing of space formerly  reserved for cars have 
proven popular among local residents. In Stutt-
gart, for example, street-side parking spots have 
been reclaimed by creating “parklets”, which offer 
space for seating and other amenities. In a similar 
vein, a riverside parking lot in the city of Siegen 
was redesigned to create a scenic promenade. 

Parking Management
Rational parking management solutions 
can improve urban quality of life

Parking policy affects transport decisions
Reducing the availability of parking while encouraging 
alternative forms of transport mitigates the burden 
on road infrastructure.

In Paris, the removal of 23,000 parking spots to-
gether with the addition of more bicycle paths led to 
137,000 fewer cars on the city’s streets.

The positive effects of “push & pull”
In Munich, parking fees were imposed in combination 
with measures to promote bicycle use.
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Parking management saves time
The average time required to find a parking spot in 
Vienna was reduced by 1/3 thanks to the imposition 
of parking fees in combination with measures to pro-
mote pedestrian and bicycle traffic and make public 
transport cheaper.

Number of park-
ing spots on city 
streets

Number of 
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Bikepaths (in 
kilometers)
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2014 143,000 613,000 738
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Parking availability generates traffic
Data from Austria show how the availability of 
 parking at work influences commuting behaviour
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ROAD SAFETY

SUV registration rates: Kraftfahrtbundesamt

Parking fine data: www.bussgeldkatalog.org/halten-parken/;  
https://auto-en-vervoer.infonu.nl/auto/32830-parkeerboete-overzicht-2018.html; 
www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compilation/19960142/index.html#a1 

German public transport law: Beförderungserschleichung wird in Deutschland nach 
§ 265a Strafgesetzbuch sanktioniert (Erschleichen von Leistungen).  
§ 9 Erhöhtes Beförderungsentgelt, www.bussgeldkatalog.org

TIME AND COSTS

Berlin parking permit cost: https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/121721/

Time spent looking for a parking spot: INRIX Research (2017) Die Folgen der Park-
platzproblematik in den Vereinigten Staaten, Großbritannien und Deutschland

Vehicle costs: GebOSt Nr. 265, www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stgebo_2011/
BJNR009800011.html, ADAC-Autokostenrechner

Construction expenses for underground garages: Bundesinstitut für Bau, Stadt-und 
Raumforschung (BBSR) im Bundesamt für Bauwesen und Raumordnung (BBR) 
(2015): Untersuchung von Stellplatzsatzungen und Empfehlungen für Kostensen-
kungen unter Beachtung moderner Mobilitätskonzepte. Bearb.:LK Argus

Taxpayer expense to provide parking : Notz, Jos Nino (2015): Öffentlicher Raum 
zum privaten Parken. Eine Analyse der Bereitstellung öffentlicher städtischer 
Straßenräume für ruhenden KFZ-Verkehr vor dem Hintergrund gesellschaftlicher An-
forderungen und institutioneller Rahmenbedingungen. Masterarbeit am Fachgebiet 
für Integrierte Verkehrsplanung; Technische Universität Berlin.  

Stockholm: www.government.se/government-of-sweden/ministry-for-foreign-af-
fairs/diplomatic-portal/diplomatic-guide/16.-parking/16.5-paying-residential-park-
ing-permit/

PUBLIC SPACE

Distance covered when lining up cars: https://lab.moovel.com/blog/about-what-the-
street

Special status enjoyed by cars: www.muenchen.de/rathaus/Stadtverwaltung/Kreis-
verwaltungsreferat/Verkehr/Parkraummanagement/Parkausweis-fuer-Anwohner.
html 
and www.muenchen.de/rathaus/Stadtrecht/vorschrift/337.html

International parking permit data: www.westminster.gov.uk/parking-zones-and-
prices, www.parkeren-amsterdam.com/images/parkeerzones/parkeerzones-amster-
dam.jpeg 
www.visitcopenhagen.com/copenhagen/transportation/parking-zones-prices, 
Berlin ParkGebO, München ParkGebO, Braunschweig ParkGebO

More space for parking than for playgrounds: www.berlin.de/senuvk/verkehr/poli-
tik_planung/strassen_kfz/parkraum/ und www.berlin.de/senuvk/umwelt/stadtgru-
en/kinderspielplaetze/de/daten_fakten/downloads/ausw_38.pdf

Space wasted to park cars: www.humankind.city/blog/2018/07/meet-the-fi-
etsvlonders-rotterdams-solution-to-combat-street-parking/

Distortion to competition in Munich: www.pro-bahn.de/fakten/fahrpreise_mvv.htm 
und www.abendzeitung-muenchen.de/inhalt.pendler-problem-in-wohngebieten-
werden-die-parkgebuehren-in-muenchen-bald-sehr-viel-teurer.106c00da-0570-
4385-9501-7f72cb91fadd.html

PARKING MANAGEMENT

Siegen: UBA (ed.:) (2017) Straßen und Plätze neu denken

Paris: VCÖ 2016

Commuting behavior in Austria: Bundesministerium für Verkehr, Innovation und 
Technologie (bmvit) (2016): Österreich unterwegs 2013/2014. Ergebnisbericht zur 
österreichweiten Mobilitätserhebung „Österreich unterwegs 2013/2014“

Munich: Kodransky, M. und Hermann, G. (2011): Europe’s Parking U-Turn:  
From Accommodation to Regulation.  
Unter: www.itdp.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Europes_Parking_U-Turn_ITDP.pdf

Time spent searching for parking: COST (2005): Parking Policies and the Effects on 
Economy and Mobility. Report on COST Action 342.  
Unter: www.europeanparking.eu/media/1207/cost-action-342-final-report-1.pdf

Parking policy is a hot button issue. In densely 
populated urban areas, public space is a pre-
cious resource that should be rationally man-
aged by considering the interests of all seg-
ments of the population, and not just those of 
car owners. The average car is only driven one 
hour per day, and many vehicles are parked 
on the street without being used for weeks 
on end, thus occupying space that could have 
been used for other purposes. This insight 
should guide parking policy decisions. Effec-
tive parking management can lower demand 
for parking spots, reduce the risk of accidents 
and free up public space for pedestrian and 
cyclists.


